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Chair of the Garden Bridge Working Group 
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London SE1 2AA 

17 April 2019 

Dear Tom, 

Garden Bridge Working Group 

I am writing in response to your letter of 8 April. 

In order for me to assist the Assembly Working Group in the most productive way, it 

would be helpful if you were able to clarify a number of points about the purpose of this 

Working Group and specifically, where I may provide assistance. 

I note that the terms of reference for this Working Group are “to consider, on behalf of the 

London Assembly any additional information now available in relation to the Garden 

Bridge project and related matters, and to report back to the GLA Oversight Committee on 

those matters at the earliest opportunity”.   

You refer in your letter to the period between December 2015 and May 2016 and mention 

specifically Garden Bridge Trust minutes and material summonsed from Transport for 

London as new information you would like to review. 

The Garden Bridge Trust minutes contain a large amount of material and those minutes 

covering the period December 2015 to May 2016 (which is the period of time you have 

identified in your letter), include only one meeting which I attended in February 2016, 

where I attended in the capacity of an “observer”. Other meetings in this time period were 

attended by former colleagues at TfL and not by me. 

As far as I am aware, the new information summonsed from Transport for London relates 

to the period from 1 March 2018 to 25 January 2019. This is a number of years after I had 

left TfL and I am unable to provide assistance with this information.  

I am very happy to provide continued support to the Assembly with their review of the 

Garden Bridge project but given the terms of reference for the Working Group, (and to 

avoid wasting valuable Assembly time) I would be grateful if you could provide further 

clarity on what additional information is now available that you would like me to assist 

with. I would also be grateful if you would provide, as soon as possible, a list of the 

specific questions which the Working Group would like to raise with me. 

I would also like to comment on an article you wrote in City Metric on 20 February 2019 

relating to the Garden Bridge project where you make reference to my involvement. There 

are a number of incorrect statements in this article and I thought it would be helpful to 

clarify a number of points relating to the timescales of my involvement in the project.   
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In this article you say “Soon after the bridge’s engineering contract was awarded to Arup, 

it was announced that TfL’s then managing director of Planning, Richard de Cani, was 

departing TfL for a new job at Arup”.   

This statement is incorrect and apt to mislead. Arup were in fact awarded a contract by TfL 

in May 2013. At that time, my role at TfL was the Director of Strategy, working to 

Michele Dix as the Managing Director of Planning. This contract between TfL and Arup 

was terminated by TfL on the 31 March 2015. From that point onwards, Arup were 

appointed directly by the Garden Bridge Trust. My last day at TfL was 29 April 2016 after 

giving notice to TfL in December 2015. 

As explained above, I look forward to receiving details of the additional information that is 

now available which you would like me to assist with, and a list of the specific questions 

which the Working Group would like to raise with me. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 
 

Richard de Cani 

  

 

   

 


