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City Hall 

The Queen’s Walk 
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23rd June 2020 

Rt Hon Boris Johnson MP  

10 Downing Street  

London  

SW1A 2AA  

 

Cc:  Chancellor of the Exchequer – Rt Hon Rishi Sunak MP 

Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy – Rt Hon Alok Sharma MP 

Secretary of State for Housing, Communities & Local Government – Rt Hon Robert Jenrick MP 

Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster – Rt Hon Michael Gove MP 

Minister for London – Paul Scully MP  

Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs - Rt Hon George Eustice MP 

Secretary of State for Health and Social Care – Rt Hon Matt Hancock MP 

 

Dear Prime Minister, 

 

As you know from your time as Mayor of London, the London Sustainable Development 

Commission (LSDC) provides independent advice to the Mayor on sustainable development 

policy and acts to promote sustainable development more generally in the capital. 

 

We believe that London can and should be supported to generate a green and fair recovery 

from the Covid-19 crisis, and that supporting London is also critical to achieving a successful 

sustainable, inclusive and resilient recovery for the whole country. We ask your Government 

to provide that support. 

 

As we are sure you will agree, London is a crucible of innovation and dynamism. It is 

characterised by the unique breadth and depth of its intellectual, creative, financial and cultural 

capital. Our city has world leading institutions, from business to academia, and draws strength 

from its diversity. 
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Helping London to harness these attributes will not only serve the capital, but benefit the whole 

of the UK, aiding the recovery everywhere and enhancing our country’s future international 

competitiveness.  

 

Whilst the full attention of the Government has necessarily been on dealing with the Covid-19 

pandemic, we ultimately cannot afford to deal with the dangers we face one at a time. 

Resilience to future crises will be paramount. The climate and ecological crises continue to 

deepen, posing an ever-greater threat to our way of life. Similarly, the existing inequalities of 

poverty and disadvantage are likely to have deepened as a result of the pandemic. I am sure you 

are acutely aware of the potential for unemployment to rise substantially, and for significant 

economic damage to occur as a result of the current crisis. 

 

London and the UK’s recovery must therefore be a sustainable and productive one, if it is to be 

successful at all. 

 

Locking ambitious social and environmental goals into recovery policies is the best way to 

restore our economy, and make our society more resilient to future shocks, ensuring the jobs of 

today are fit for the future. Doing so will also be necessary to meet the UK’s legally binding 

target of achieving net zero carbon emissions by 2050. Conversely, not doing so puts meeting 

this target at serious risk, with grave consequences. 

 

We propose four steps that you can take to help achieve a green and fair recovery: 

 

1. Liberate London’s ability to innovate through regulatory reform, especially in the 

interconnected areas of clean technology and housing. Increasing London’s control over energy 

efficiency and building regulations as well as over London’s share of the funding available to 

promote home retrofit, will lead to faster and greater progress while lowering long-term energy 

costs. Not only will it protect the poorest households from fuel poverty and health conditions 

that might link to Covid-19, but it will also boost local businesses at a critical time for rebooting 

the economy and enable London to trial and hone different approaches in a way that would be 

beneficial to the rest of the country. 

 

2. Enable the Mayor and boroughs to retain and raise more finance for investing in business 

and communities. London will do better, faster, with more devolved powers. For example, 
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retention and control of a greater proportion of business rates would allow for, amongst other 

things, targeted support for London’s growing clean technology sector. An acceleration in the 

growth rate of new clean technology businesses will catalyse clean growth across the UK as 

London’s best start-ups begin to move outside the capital.  Fiscal devolution would also give 

more scope to invest in London’s poorest communities – some of the poorest in the UK, by 

delivering enhanced wellbeing through inclusive regeneration. If London is to realise its 

potential to be a world leader in inclusive job and wealth creation in the new markets of the 21st 

century, its leaders need to have the same fiscal tools as their international counterparts to 

enable innovation to strengthen communities.   

3. Help London be the pre-eminent finance hub to build back better, for London, the UK and

the world. The City is exceptionally well-placed to deliver large scale investment in new

businesses and jobs, and in new spatial and infrastructure developments, with a zero carbon,

“circular” economy at their core. Earlier this year the LSDC published our proposals for a London

Future Finance Facility which could work in partnership with a National Investment Bank to

build strong sustainable infrastructure pipelines that give the private sector clarity on where to

invest. Pump-primed by the Government, this body would facilitate the creation of a pipeline of

aggregated, de-risked projects to attract large-scale private investment. The City has the

capacity to finance a sustainable London and UK and become the global leader in sustainability

finance; and it is scarcely conceivable that the goals of a green and fair recovery, meeting the

United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (UN SDGs), and addressing the climate and

ecological emergencies will be met unless this happens.

4. Embed the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) within the recovery package. The UN

SDGs have been developed precisely because of the need for a coherent, internationally-agreed

framework that integrates economic, environmental and social policy. The SDGs include a clear

set of metrics by which progress can be measured and improvements identified. These Goals

apply to all countries, not just developing ones, and the UK is rightly committed to meeting

them at home and helping to meet them abroad. The disruption of public policy due to Covid-19

and the need to look again at all policy areas to meet the challenges of the recovery present a

unique opportunity to incorporate the SDGs as guiderails for action and reporting. This is a

unique chance for the UK to take a world leading stance, as well as benefit from the improved

policy coherence that putting the SDGs at the heart of recovery planning will provide.

https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/green_finance_full_report_online.pdf
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/green_finance_full_report_online.pdf
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/green_finance_full_report_online.pdf
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/green_finance_full_report_online.pdf


- 4 -

The LSDC feels deep sadness at the loss of life and suffering being caused by Covid-19 but 

believes that there is nonetheless a need and opportunity to make sure the recovery from this 

crisis delivers for everyone, both in London and the UK, as well as for the long-term sustainable 

development of our nation. Your plans for recovery have the potential to be the moment we 

fundamentally restructured the way we do business, transforming the fortunes of the present 

generation and many generations to come. The actions we set out above will be fundamental to 

this aim and we hope you will consider and work with London to achieve such a vision. 

Yours sincerely, 

Dr Ashok Sinha 

Chair, London Sustainable Development Commission 

LSDC Commissioners: 

Charlotte Wood – (Environment Agency)  

David Elliott – (Trees for Cities) 

Dimitri Zenghelis – (London School of Economics and Cambridge University) 

Julie Hirigoyen – (UK Green Buildings Council) 

James Cameron – (Overseas Development Institute) 

Maria Adebowale-Schwarte – (Foundation for Future London) 

Malini Mehra – (Globe International)  

Nick Mabey – (E3G) 

Nicky Gavron – (London Assembly)  

Dr Paul Toyne – (Grimshaw Architects) 

Professor Richard Templer – (Imperial College, Grantham Institute of Climate Change) 

Syed Ahmed – (Community Energy London)  

https://www.london.gov.uk/about-us/organisations-we-work/london-sustainable-
development-commission 

https://www.london.gov.uk/about-us/organisations-we-work/london-sustainable-development-commission
https://www.london.gov.uk/about-us/organisations-we-work/london-sustainable-development-commission
https://www.london.gov.uk/about-us/organisations-we-work/london-sustainable-development-commission
https://www.london.gov.uk/about-us/organisations-we-work/london-sustainable-development-commission

