
Interviews with previous interns 
 
 
Joanna Kowalkowska - Design student at Central Saint Martins 
 

Joanna undertook a 3 month summer placement in 2013 
supporting the marketing and communications team at The 
Crystal.  
 
Joanna said "My work experience at Siemens provided me with 
fascinating knowledge about the sustainable future of our cities. 
During my summer at The Crystal my department were involved 
with collaborations between Siemens and C40 (an initiative set up 
by New York City’s Mayor Bloomberg http://www.c40cities.org/). 
Mayors of over 20 capital cities arrived at the Crystal for the 
Award Ceremony. I had the chance to learn about the 50 most 
sustainable projects taking place in these 40 cities. The Ceremony 
was an opportunity for leaders to exchange their experience of 

improving their cities, further enriched by lectures and workshops. It was a chance to meet 
wonderful, passionate people who were able to advise me on the possible direction for my career. 
Working for Siemens gave me experience in a variety of disciplines from marketing & 
communication, social media, and event management, and was a wonderful source of information 
about sustainability and the future of cities in particular." 
 
 
Elliot Walton – Business Management student at University of Westminster 
 

Elliot’s internship started in June 2014 and lasted for 3 months at 
The Crystal, a perfect summer placement after his graduation. 
 
Elliot said “My role was to in business administration helping the city 
account managers. In my role as an intern I was given much more 
responsibility than many of my fellow Westminster graduates within 
different firms in London. One of the best projects that I was 
allocated was to contribute to a book about Siemens, I helped write 
a chapter on Siemens innovative financing techniques which was a 
huge experience gain for me. When it comes to large scale financing 
techniques there is only so much that can be learnt in a classroom, 
whereas when faced with learning them with a real sense of purpose 
and scale, it adds much more depth to the whole experience. 

Another task that I had to perform was to compare the data of top leads within Siemens to that of 
previous quarters, this task made attention to detail paramount in order for Siemens managers to 
make appropriate decisions and targets.  
 
I am currently studying my masters in finance at Cranfield University, which I am sure would not have 
been possible without a strong internship in a company like Siemens. The core values that I have 
learnt and that I am now transferring to my everyday studying life has been marvellous. I strongly 
urge every student who is thinking about applying to the Mayor's Low Carbon Entrepreneur to do 
so. I was not a winner of the competition itself but through hard work was still able to get an 
internship at Siemens. 
 
 

http://www.c40cities.org/


 
Marie Valente - MA Architecture student at University of Westminster 
 

Marie’s internship ran for a year from August 2013. Her role involved 
investigating how sustainable technologies can be integrated within cities 
at The Crystal. 
 
Maria said “The internship offered a great experience enabling me to 
understand how sustainable issues are dealt with within a global company 
such as Siemens. It has also helped me to enhance my knowledge in this 
field as well as my set of skills.  
 
Interacting with a team including people from many different professional 
backgrounds and working in one of the most sustainable buildings in the 
world (The Crystal) was really inspiring. The program I was involved in at 

Siemens will open up many opportunities for my future career.” 
 
 
Tanya Chong – MA Innovation Design Engineering student at Royal College of Art 
 
Tanya completed a year-long internship in the Marketing and Communications team at Siemens, The 
Crystal starting in autumn 2013.  
 
Tanya said “Working at The Crystal was a very enjoyable and beneficial experience. I was able to 
learn about the latest technologies within Siemens, gained experience of working in a large, 
multinational company, and also had the opportunity to attend a number of the many sustainability 
related events held within The Crystal itself.” 
 
 
 
Alex Bak – Physics PhD student at Imperial College 

 
Alex completed a 3 month internship in the Urban 
Development team at Siemens, The Crystal starting in summer 
2014.  
 
Alex said “My time at Siemens gave me a very good insight 
into what challenges the world’s megacities, and how Siemens 
is contributing to the urban development on a global scale! For 
me, it was a great introduction to the world of sustainability! I 
contributed to a book that discussed the necessity of 
sustainable development and resilience for cities, writing the 
digitalisation chapter. This meant that I had to become an 
expert on the subject very quickly, which was tough but in the 
end rewarding!” 
 
 


