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Introduction 

1. Hammersmith and Fulham Disability Forum (DF) is a user led group of 
disabled residents and older disabled residents hosted by Action on 
Disability. 

 
2. We work on behalf of the 20,403 (27.05%) households with at least 

one person with a disability or limiting long term illness.   
 

Source:  2001 census.  www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov (KS21) 
updated 9 November 2004.  
 
2011 census included 22,958 (12.6%) people in Hammersmith and 
Fulham who self reported that their day to day activities were limited 
due to long term illness or disability.  

 
3. Whether we look at statistics on households or individuals with a long 

term illness or disability they include people with a physical impairment, 
older disabled people, deaf or hard of hearing people, blind and 
visually impaired people, people with a learning difficulty or mental 
health problems as well as people living with long term illness. Please 
note that disabled people or people with a long term illness are 
represented in all equality groups as defined by Equality Act 2010. In 
this response we refer to these people as disabled people or disabled 
visitors as appropriate.  

 
4. Disabled people like everyone else aspire to  

 Accessible and inclusive housing they can afford to rent or buy 

 Employment opportunities that pay more than being on benefit 

 Education and training opportunities 

 take part in community activities 

 use accessible and inclusive transport and pedestrian environment 

 being supported by accessible and inclusive housing, health and 
social care services that meet their needs. 

 
5. The Disability Forum Planning Group meets on the first Wednesday 

every month to discuss planning and development issues. Every month 
a volunteer comments on relevant planning applications validated in 
the previous month.  The Group selects 4/5 planning applications to 
review with the relevant case officer on the third Wednesday every 
month. After each meeting we send formal written advice to the case 
officer. Our response is based on scanning nearly 5,000 applications, 
commenting on 280 applications and reviewing in detail 48 to 50 
applications a year; experience of responding to previous LDF and 
housing consultations as well as the London Plan and various 
Examinations in Public.   

 



6. We act as a local Access Group for planning and development in 
Hammersmith and Fulham. Two members of the Planning Group are 
existing members of the London Access Forum and served on the GLA 
access planning subgroup run by the GLA until it was disbanded. 

 
 

MALP: Further Suggested Changes to Housing Standards 28 October 
2015.   
 
7. Table 3.3: We support clarification that space standards apply to all 

new dwellings including new build, conversions and change of use. We 
welcome this clarification as it mitigates against Part M of the Building 
Regulation that generally does not apply dwellings resulting from 
conversions or change of use. 

  
8. We have just one query. Is the Inspector satisfied there is clarity on 

space standards for wheelchair user dwellings?  It would be helpful to 
clarify this because we are not convinced from experience that all 
developers understand that wheelchair user dwellings M4 (3) need to 
be larger than accessible and adaptable dwellings M4 (2). 

 
9. Policy 3.8 and Para 3.48: We support the clarification that 90% of all 

new housing shall meet M4 (2) standard and 10% to meet M4 (3) 
standard to avoid double counting. We have concerns that if a 
wheelchair user dwelling is not purchased or occupied by a wheelchair 
user then it may lose the M4 (3) designation and disappear from view.  
At local level the Disability Forum recommends:  

 

 The floor plans are marked up as a wheelchair user dwelling in 
perpetuity 

 information shared with purchasers and occupiers includes 
confirmation that it is a wheelchair user dwelling. We would also expect 
instructions provided on adapting a wheelchair user dwelling so it could 
be used by a wheelchair user.  

 When a wheelchair user dwelling is marketed and sold it shall be as a 
wheelchair user dwelling to ensure that purchasers and occupiers 
know that it could be used by a wheelchair user.  

 
It would be helpful if the London Plan were to strengthen its advice in 
this regard to make sure the 10% wheelchair user dwellings approved by 
Planning Authorities and Building Regulations are in fact available in 
perpetuity for future wheelchair users.  
 

10. Para 3.48A: stepfree access in blocks of four storeys or less: We 
are concerned by this amendment because it may have unintended 
consequences in the London context. We do not support this if it could 
be used as a back door for avoiding new dwellings at M4 (2) or M4 (3) 
standards. We understand that viability assessments are not visible to 
either planning authorities or the public so it is not possible to establish 
whether non viability is demonstrated.  We would expect the London 



Plan and the draft Interim Housing SPG to clarify this to ensure London 
does not end up with new dwellings at M4 (1) standard which is not the 
Mayor’s default position.  

 
11. We note the NPPG (ref 56 – 010) statement that encourages M4 (1) 

standard to be applied to blocks of four storeys or less when lifts are 
not viable.  We do not consider that this should be applied in the 
London context for the reasons above. 

 
12.  Para 7.5. We note the decision to remove the reference to Lifetime 

Homes but we are disappointed that it was not replaced by reference to 
M4 (2) accessible and adaptable dwellings and M4 (5) wheelchair user 
dwellings. 

 
Jane Wilmot       16 November 2015 
Hammersmith and Fulham Disability Forum 


