
e-form 28.07.15 

MALP Housing standards & Parking standards – Examination in public 

Comments on the Draft List of Matters and Participants 

  

Respondent Number  H008 

Organisation / Name London Assembly Labour Group 

Contact name  Alex Csicsek 

Email  alex.csicsek@london.gov.uk 

Telephone  020 7983 4509 

Dated  10 August 2015 

 

Comment on Matter Number 1g 

(Please keep comments brief – there will be a separate deadline for 
further written statements) 
 

Regarding ceiling heights 
 

The MALP is justified in introducing ceiling heights of 2.5m. 
 
“Strongly encouraging” ceiling heights of 0.2m higher than that in the nationally 

described space standards does not introduce uncertainty. 
 

 
Reasons 
 

The existing London Plan has a ceiling height of 2.5m. Although the nationally 
described space standards include a ceiling height of only 2.3m, the MALP 

guidance is not a dramatic departure. It is justified by the need for cooling in 
London’s unique heat island effect, due to the flatted nature of development in 

the capital, and the need to ensure that new housing is of adequate quality in 
terms of light, ventilation and sense of space. 
 

Crucially, Table 3.3 states only that ceiling heights of 2.5m are “strongly 
encouraged”. It is an accepted principle in planning to have a minimum 

standard with an aspiration to go beyond that standard, especially where this is 
justified by need. 
 

Comment on Participants: 
 

The London Assembly Labour Group welcomes our inclusion as a potential 
participant in the Draft Matters document, and ask that we are included as a 

final participant as well. 
 
 

Reasons 
 

As the largest group on the London Assembly, we are an important stakeholder 
representing Londoner’s views.  The Localism Act 2011 places the Assembly in a 
unique position to consider and potentially reject Mayoral strategies including 

the London Plan. 
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Please complete a separate form for each Matter or sub-matter. Please 
email the completed form to the EiP Secretary no later than 17.00 on 

Tuesday 25 August 2015.  
 

 

 


