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Matter 1, sub matter c) Do the Mayor’s proposed alterations (with 
regard to Housing Standards) appropriately reflect the national advice 

referred to in the introductory paragraph above? 
 

We would argue that the Mayor should consider using the phrasing “strongly 
encourage” in policy and supporting text wherever the national standards fall 
below those currently used in the London Plan (MA/KD/01).  

 
Reasons 

 
The need for London to deliver improvements in the standards of new housing 

was recognised by the Mayor in 2010 and housing standards for all tenures in 

London were introduced in the 2011 London Plan, with guidance on 

implementing them set out in the 2012 Housing SPG (MA/BD/01).   

 

The higher density of housing in the capital, compared with the national picture, 

requires London standards that reflect the London situation and guidance that 

encourages provision of enough space in dwellings to ensure homes can be 

flexibly used by a range of residents.  Sufficient space needs to be allocated to a 

range of different functions, with adequate room sizes and storage integrated 

into the design. 

 

The Planning Committee acknowledges that the Mayor has worked closely with 

Government on the development of the new national standards to ensure that, 

as far as possible, the optional standards reflect the specific design and quality 

requirements required to address the distinct circumstances of London and 

particularly those that arise from the unique density and large number of flats 

that make up London’s housing development.  This work from the Mayor has 

been largely successful, as the new Government standards are very similar to 

the existing London housing standards. 

 

The Planning Committee believes that the Mayor’s proposed alterations are an 

appropriate reflection of the new National Technical Housing Standards 

(MA/BD/04). However, the Committee would argue that the Mayor has scope to 
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encourage standards higher than those in the national advice.   

Comment on Participants: 
 

 
Reasons 

 
 
 

 

 

Please complete a separate form for each Matter or sub-matter. Please 
email the completed form to the EiP Secretary no later than 17.00 on 

Tuesday 29 September 2015.  


