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Matter 1, sub matter h) What is the justification for ‘strongly 
encouraging’ a ceiling height of 2.5m (Table 3.3)? Does this introduce a 

degree of uncertainty? 
 

The Planning Committee believes that there is justification for ‘strongly 
encouraging’ a ceiling height of 2.5m for 75 per cent of the gross internal area 
of a property. This tone and wording is sufficiently forceful and similar to 

previous London Plan policy that it would not generate uncertainty. 
 

Reasons 
 
As set out in our statement on question “c” the Committee believes that the 

higher density of housing in the capital, compared with the national picture, 
requires London standards that reflect the London situation. 

 
The Committee is strongly supportive of the Mayor’s attempts to ensure ceiling 
heights exceed those standards set nationally. The Committee agrees with the 

GLA that the Government’s standard for ceiling heights of 2.3m is insufficient 
and would not address the unique heat island effect of London, and the distinct 

density and flatted nature of most of its residential development.  
 
However, the Ministerial Statement of 25 March 2015 (MA/BD/05) means that 

the GLA cannot adopt a space standard higher than that set in the Nationally 
Described Space Standards (MA/BD/04). Therefore, the Planning Committee 

believes that there is justification for ‘strongly encouraging’ a ceiling height of 
2.5m for 75 per cent of the gross internal area of a property. This tone and 
wording is sufficiently forceful and similar to previous London Plan policy that it 

would not generate uncertainty.  Evidence for this conclusion is that this ceiling 
height is being delivered effectively at the current time with little difficulty or 

impact on development viability. 
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Please complete a separate form for each Matter or sub-matter. Please 
email the completed form to the EiP Secretary no later than 17.00 on 
Tuesday 29 September 2015.  


