
Improving air quality in London 
 

 

 

Elliot Treharne 

Air Quality Manager 

July 2016 

 
elliot.treharne@london.gov.uk 



1. London context 

2. The Mayor’s proposals 
and consultation 

3. Local action 





 

Why is air quality so important? 

Public Health 

• In 2015 the GLA published it’s assessment of the combined health impacts 

of particulate matter (PM2.5) and nitrogen dioxide (NO2). This estimated that 

the equivalent of 9,500 deaths were caused by long-term exposure to air 

pollution. 

• A baby born in London in 2010 who was exposed to 2010’s air quality for its 

entire life would lose 2.2 years (if male) and 2 years (if female) of life 

expectancy. 

 

Fairness 

• The health impacts associated with air pollution fall disproportionally on our 

most vulnerable communities, affecting the poorest and those from minority 

ethnic groups more acutely. Tackling air pollution is about social justice and 

there is an urgent need to do more to tackle public health inequalities. 

 

Legal compliance 

• Like most major European cities, London does not meet the legal 

requirements for some pollutants (mainly Nitrogen Dioxide (NO2) but issues 

remain with Particulate Matter).  
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Recent trends in London’s air quality 
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First round of consultation 

• Launched by Mayor at Great Ormond Street Hospital 

• Running from 5th July to 29th July 

• We want to hear Londoners views at www.london.gov.uk/cleanair 

 

http://www.london.gov.uk/cleanair


Mayor’s proposals 

• Implementing an emissions surcharge (dubbed T-charge) on the most 

polluting vehicles entering central London using the Congestion Charge 

payment and enforcement system from 2017 (this would not mean an 

increase in the Congestion Charge but just the method for collecting the 

extra charge from people driving the most polluting vehicles); 

 

• Bringing forward the ULEZ in central London a year earlier (by 2019); 

 

• Extending the ULEZ beyond central London from 2020 or earlier: 
– For motorcycles, cars and vans, to the North and South Circular roads 

– For lorries, buses and coaches, London-wide 

 

• Giving the go-ahead for TfL to start work on the costs and challenges of 

implementing a diesel scrappage scheme as part of a wider national 

scheme to be delivered by Government. 



Mayor’s announcement 

TfL to lead by example 

• Introducing self-imposed ULEZ standards a year earlier for TfL double 

decker buses 

• Implementing clean bus corridors – tackling the worst pollution hotspots by 

concentrating cleaner buses on the dirtiest routes 

• Expanding the ULEZ retrofit programme to 3,000 buses outside the central 

zone (up from 2,000) 





LLAQM 

 

 
 

• Streamlined reporting 

 

• Action plans revised every 5 years 

 

• Focus on hotspots 

 

• Provision of modelling, maps, source apportionment, resources and templates 

 

• Provision of an annual compendium of action undertaken by boroughs 

 

• GLA to have strategic oversight of monitoring network 

 

• Cleaner Air Borough Status 



MAQF Round 1 (2013 – 2016) 
29 Boroughs 

42 Projects 

£6m Funding (£10m match funding) 

Projects included: 

 

• Electric vehicles 

• Parklets, fresh air squares, tree planting and green walls 

• Delivery consolidation centres 

• Working to reduce pollution around London hospitals such 

as St Bartholomew's and Great Ormond Street 
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Many of the projects were run as inter-borough partnerships. 

Others also worked with businesses, charities, NHS 

Trusts and academic institutions. This has helped build stronger 

partnership working and share knowledge, raising the profile of air 

quality with a range of different stakeholder groups.  



MAQF Round 2 (2016 – 2019) 
30 Boroughs 

23 Projects 

£1.7m allocated for 16/17 

Starting in April 2016, projects include: 

 

• A green delivery service which encourages people to 

walk or cycle to local shops in Walthamstow then have 

their shopping delivered to their home by cargo bike 

• Several projects supporting boroughs to reduce the 

10% of pollution which comes from construction and 

construction machinery 

• A range of projects to reduce idling and encourage 

walking and cycling. 
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Low Emission Neighbourhoods 

5 Boroughs 

up to £1m funding each 

Four key principles of LENs: 

 

Transformational LENs must be visibly transformative with sufficient 

investment in designing and implementing measures. They must include 

funding for urban realm improvements, enabled by a reduction in motor vehicle 

dominance.  

 

Evidence Based Measures must be designed on a detailed understanding of 

how an area currently operates. This includes the land use, ownership and 

governance, delivery and servicing activity and travel behaviour 

 

Effective There must be a measurable impact on emissions using the best 

available evidence in assessment of their impact  

 

Acceptable The need for bold measures must be understood and supported 

by the local community so that tangible improvements in air quality can be 

realised and additional private sector investment can be attracted 
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LEN – City of London 
Cross cutting measures to improve AQ in the Barbican area and beyond.  

Measures across four key themes: communications and engagement, regulatory  

actions, traffic restrictions, supporting measures 

• Zero Emissions Network (business engagement 

using the Hackney model)  

• City Freight Forum 

• Planning, construction  and NRMM policies and 

enforcement 

• No idling Zone – using City’s legislative powers 

• Beech Street access restrictions–ULEVs only 

and ULEV-only loading bays at certain times 

Barbican wayfinding strategy (cleaner routes)  

• Resident EV charging and cycle parking 

• Rapid charging  

• Area wide delivery and servicing plan 

• Micro consolidation 

• ZEC only taxi rank 
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LEN – Westminster 
The Marylebone LEN neighbourhood is broadly bounded to the north by the  

Marylebone Road, on the east by Portland Place, to the south by Oxford Street  

and on the west by Edgware Road.  

• Marylebone Green Club Building Energy Efficiency 

Scheme  

• Area-wide Delivery and Servicing Programme  

• Emissions-based On-Street Parking Charges for 

residents and pay and display 

• Residents’ Electric Vehicle Charging Pilot  

• Smart Management of Taxi-ranks and Fast Charging  

• Electric Delivery Vehicle Scheme with UPS  

• No-idling Enforcement, Awareness Raising and 

Campaign Days  

• Schools Emissions Engagement Scheme  

• Play Streets  

• Part time closure of Marylebone High Street 

• Green Infrastrucure 

• Electric Vehicle (EV) Charging in Cavendish Square Car 

Park with Q Park 

• 5 x urban realm schemes 

• Building Efficiency Programme 
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LEN – City Fringe 
The Hackney (lead borough), Tower Hamlets and Islington bid focuses in on the City 

Fringe Area near to Old St Roundabout. The area naturally divides into nine zones 

providing the opportunity to tailor a package of solutions to zone specific 

characteristics.  

• Significant urban realm improvements 

including turning Worship square into a 

new public space, and improvements 

along key pedestrian and cyclist routes 

• Cycle signage and legible routes 

• Cycle parking hubs and hangars 

• Tree planting 

• Parklets 

• Green wall 

• School streets 

• Smarter travel estate – cycle club 

• EV parking priority 

• Restrictive parking zone – EV priority  
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LEN – Redbridge and Newham 
The Redbridge LEN focuses around the Ilford Garden Junction. The objective of 

this project for the London Borough of Redbridge and Newham is to increase the 

sense of place within the LEN 

• Improved pedestrian footways and upgraded 

crossing points 

• Introduction of planted median strips and 

extensive planting in the area 

• Improved walking and cycling connections 

segregated from motorised vehicles 

• Buffer zones and rest areas 

• Reduction of existing carriageways 

• Garden gateway and riverside pocket park  

• Upgraded lighting to low energy units 

• Light art installation 
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LEN – Greenwich 
Using a combination of smart measures and tried and tested techniques to reduce 

transport emissions in the Greenwich Town Centre and Trafalgar Road area, and 

drive a reduction in private vehicle ownership and use in the LEN.  

 

• EV car club  

• EV charging 

• E bike loan scheme for local businesses 

• Series of pocket parks and Parklets and green 

gateways to the LEN 

• Quietways 

• Walking and cycling improvements  including 

cycle lane widening  

• Cycle parking 

• Play streets 

• Enhanced servicing regime to reduce HGV 

requirements and congestion on carriageways  

• Town centre car free weekends 

• 20MPH zone – including main road 
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