
It’s an understatement to say that the energy efficiency and 
renewable energy funding landscape has been turbulent 
over the last few years.

Looking to the year ahead, it’s not unreasonable to 
assume that the policy landscape for funding won’t change 
dramatically, despite the coming election. Neither the Feed-
In-Tariff nor the Energy Company Obligation (ECO) is likely 
to change.

So, for the next twelve months what do you need to 
know about ECO?

ECO funding has had its own troubles, with significant 
changes at the tail end of 2013 to the amount of funding 
and what measures were funded. We regularly encounter 
the opinion that ECO funding has finished for all intents and 
purposes.

This is not the case.

The obligation continues until March 2017, and although 
most suppliers aim to have all measures installed by the end 
of 2016 and have made substantial progress, no supplier 
has completed their obligation.

As each supplier has taken a different approach to meeting 
its obligation most forms of ECO funding are still available. 
However, the majority of funding is across the Carbon 
Emissions Reduction Obligation (CERO), the Carbon 
Saving Community Obligation (CSCO) and specific funding 
to meet the solid wall minimum.

April 2015 sees new targets come into effect for the 
obligation so we may even see some Home Heating Cost 
Reduction Obligation (HHCRO) funding become available. 
Across the industry, the suppliers must save £3.7bn on 
heating bills.

Finding a funding supplier

Identifying which supplier will be most likely to fund a project 
can be time consuming and tricky. All of the suppliers use 
third party contractors to some degree, so it pays to speak 
to managing agents to find out what funding they have.

While some suppliers are trying to smooth out delivery of 
carbon savings and make their funding last for most of 
the obligation, this can’t be avoided entirely, so the main 
message is to take advantage of what funding is available 
now.

In particular, solid wall insulation programmes usually take 
six to twelve months to develop, gain planning permission 
and contract. And then a further 12 months to deliver the 
project. In short: if you have a project that you’re looking 
at now, don’t wait to start your negotiations if you plan to 
secure ECO funding for your project.

How RE:NEW can help you to make the most of ECO 
funding

The RE:NEW Support Team provides FREE guidance 
and support to help you take advantage of the funding 
opportunities available for your retrofit projects.

Contact Keith at Keith.VonTersch@capita.co.uk to find out 
more information.
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