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Director level group to oversee 
progress, give steer on priorities 
and approve deliverables

High level Mayoral and PLA priorities 
will be used to inform Forum strategic 
direction 

Three thematic 
working groups  to 
implement Steering 
Group priorities 

• Director level members
• Will meet bi-annually
• Will ensure Mayoral/PLA priorities 

are implemented
• Provide high level decision making 

and support  for working groups

• 10 members per 
working group

• Will meet three 
times a year

• Will deliver 
activities 
delegated by the 
Steering Group 

THAMES AND LONDON 
WATERWAYS FORUM 

STEERING GROUP

MTS, LES, 
LONDON PLAN 

AND  
PLA VISION

AN OVERVIEW OF THE THAMES AND LONDON WATERWAYS FORUM



Mayor’s draft Transport Strategy (MTS)

Delivers a good 
public transport 

experience

Healthy Streets 
and healthy 

people

Supports the 
economy, new 

homes and jobs



MTS and river Thames and London’s 
waterways

Realise the full 
potential of the 
river and London’s 
waterways to carry 
passengers and 
goods 

Improve the 
accessibility of 
river piers and 
services 

Moving freight 
off London’s 
roads 

Pier Strategy to 
promote new 
piers and 
additional 
capacity at 
strategic piers



Draft London Environment Strategy (LES)

1. Green 
infrastructure 
and 
biodiversity

2. Air quality

3. Climate 
change 
mitigation 
and energy

4. Waste 
management

5. Climate 
change 
adaptation 
and water

6. Noise 



LES and river Thames and London’s 
waterways

Improve the 
state of 

London’s 
waterways

Reduce 
emissions 
from river 
and canal 
vessels 

An air 
quality 

strategy for 
the Thames

Increase the 
movement 
of waste by 

water

Zero 
emission 

London 2050

Making 
London 
greener

Making 
London 
cleaner

Ready for the 
future



• Port of London: more trade, more jobs

• Inland Freight: more goods off roads 
onto the river

• Passenger Transport: more journeys

• Sport and Recreation: more participants

• Environment and Heritage: improved 
tidal Thames environment

• Community and Culture: more people 
enjoying the Thames and its banks

PLA Target: Double river patronage to 20m 
p.a. by 2035
 Supports Mayoral target of 80% of all 
journeys being made by PT, cycling or 
walking by 2041

LINK TO MAYORAL HEALTHY STREETS 
OBJECTIVES

LINK TO THE LONDON ENVIRONMENT 
STRATEGY: 

- Reduce  freight movements by road, more 
use of cargo bikes for last mile deliveries
- Increase levels of London’s waste 
transported by river:  cut road emissions 
and congestion

LINK TO THE LONDON ENVIRONMENT 
STRATEGY:  

- Reduce  freight movements by road, more 
use of cargo bikes for last mile deliveries
-Reduce emission levels on the Thames, 
tributaries and canals

LINK TO TFL PIER STRATEGY
LINK TO LONDON & PARTNERS TOURIST

20 year vision
with 6 key goals:

PLA VISION FOR THE THAMES 2035



The New London Plan

… and London’s waterways 



At the centre of the New London Plan:

Good Growth policies

1. Building strong and inclusive communities

2. Making the best use of land

3. Creating a healthy city

4. Delivering the homes Londoners need

5. Growing a good economy

6. Increasing efficiency 

and resilience 



Key diagram



Waterways Network of London



Thames Policy Areas



Waterways Policies

SI 14 Waterways – Strategic Role

• Promote waterways as multi-functional assets

• Take account of marine spatial planning

• Maintain Thames Policy Areas and Thames Strategies

SI 15 Water Transport

• Increase passenger transport pier capacity

• Support additional strategic boatyard

• Facilitate increase in water freight

• Review Safeguarded Wharves

• Minimise potential conflict



Canals – Density of Boat Locations



Waterways Policies

SI 16 Waterways – Use and Enjoyment

• Increase provision of water sport centres

• Support cultural, educational and community facilities/events

• Support new mooring facilities

• Help improve/extend Thames Paths and towpaths

SI 17 Protecting London’s Waterways

• Facilitate river restoration

• Support distinct open character

• Support appropriate development 

into the waterways



The New London Plan Process

Timetable 1st December 2017 - 2 March 2018 

Draft London Plan consultation

• Autumn 2018: examination in public (EiP)

• Autumn 2019: publication (adoption)

Consultation Info londonplan@london.gov.uk
• www.london.gov.uk/new-london-plan

Waterways Info jorn.peters@london.gov.uk

mailto:londonplan@london.gov.uk
http://www.london.gov.uk/new-london-plan
mailto:jorn.peters@london.gov.uk


Thames and London 
Waterways Forum 

Launch Event

Feedback



Freight focus 

• Safeguarded Wharves Review

• reactivation of vacant safeguarded wharves

• urban logistics and freight delivery hubs

• common user berths

• air quality issues arising from water freight operations

Development focus 

• Draft London Plan consultation

• industrial/commercial, infrastructure and housing 

development appropriate in the context of water space incl. 

place making in Opportunity Areas

• addressing demand for moorings and associated services

• addressing demand for additional strategic boatyard facility

INITIAL PRIORITIES


