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By Email: eacom@parliament.uk 

 

 

Date: 12 September 2018 

 
 

REF: LSDC comments to UNSDG integration  
 
Dear Environment Audit Committee, 

 

Introduction and Overview 
 
The London Sustainable Development Commission (LSDC) provides independent advice to the 
Mayor to embed sustainability into London wide strategies and polices. It comprises 
Commissioners with a diverse range of knowledge and expertise relating to sustainable 
development from London’s economic, social, and environmental sectors (further details in 
appendix 1). 
 
The LSDC welcomes this opportunity to comment on the Government’s plans to mainstream the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) into its programmes. The LSDC also recognises and 
welcomes the work undertaken by the Environmental Audit Committee to monitor the 
Government’s domestic progress against the SDGs. 
 
This response focuses on key areas that the LSDC would like the Government to strengthen. 
These relate to:  

1. the need for the Government to lead the development of a truly collaborative, cross-UK 
approach to enable effective local-level implementation of all SDGs, and  

2. the need for the Government to do more to increase the levels of participation and 
awareness of the SDGs amongst children and young people. 

 
As the UK Government has committed to reporting on progress against the SDGs at the seventh 
UN High-level Political Forum on Sustainable Development HLPF 2019, the Environmental 
Audit Committee’s evidence session this Autumn represents a great opportunity to raise 
awareness with the Government of the need to engage local governments ahead of the 
meeting. 
 
Cross-UK approach for local-level implementation of the SDGs. 
 

Recommendation: 

• There is a need for the Government to set a clearer and more ambitious vision for 
local governments as key actors implementing SDGs. The Government needs to lead 
the development of a truly collaborative, cross-UK approach to take forward an 
effective local-level implementation of all SDGs. This includes the call for the 
government to: 

o develop relevant guidance and a framework that would allow local 
government to understand how the SDG agenda matters to local government; 

o lead the efforts to allow local government to convene and share best practice; 
and 

o grant appropriate legal and financial frameworks to support all local and 
regional government to play their part in the achievement of the SDG agenda. 
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Cities will play an essential role in the effective implementation of the SDGs. As described by a 
recent report1 by the United Cities and Local Government (UCLG), “all of the SDGs have targets 
that are directly or indirectly related to the daily work of local and regional governments. Local 
governments should not be seen as mere implementers of the agenda. Local governments are 
policy makers, catalysts of change and the level of government best/placed to link the global 
goals with local communities”.  
 
The UKSSD’s report ‘Measuring up’2 highlighted how “69 cities across the UK are working with 
varying success towards fulfilment of the SDGs. The devolved nature of UK Government has led 
to the different nations, regional and local authorities operating different policies relevant to 
SDG targets. The nature of cities means that many of these targets are not only closely linked 
to one another but also have strong synergies to all the other Goals”.  
 
The Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government’s aims to support effective local 
government. According to its single departmental plan3, one of the ways to achieve this is by 
“establishing and applying good practice more effectively across local government to raise 
standards and performance”. However, the LSDC believes Government is failing to apply such 
principles to enable effective local-level implementation of the SDGs. UK cities (including 
London) are lacking a common approach to establishing which goals and key indicators are 
most relevant that can help them assess their performance against the SDGs in a way that 
enables an integrated and cross-comparable approach. 
 Our initial research shows that UK towns and cities that are looking at the SDGs are taking 
different approaches to which goals and indictors to focus on. 
 
What is the LSDC doing in regard to this action? 
The LSDC will continue to engage with other cities and relevant stakeholders in strengthening 
local collaboration in delivering sustainable development by exploring what existing frameworks 
for assessing cities’ performance against SDGs could be used for London and other UK cities. 
Once a relevant set of goals and indicators are agreed that are relevant to London, the LSDC 
will conduct a review of London’s performance against the relevant SDGs to replace its existing 
Quality of Life indicators report.  
 
 
Whether the Government has done more since the Committee’s report to raise 
awareness of the SDGs especially amongst children and young people. 
 

Recommendation: 

• There is a need for the Government to explore and increase wider participation of 
young people’s engagement with the SDGs. The Department for Digital, Culture, 
Media and Sport (coordinating with other relevant departments) should lead the way 
in enabling effective youth participation in national, regional, and local policy-making 

                                                 
1 United Cities and Local Governments (UCLG), “The Sustainable Development Goals: What Local governments 
need to know”. (2015). The information can be accessed at: 
https://www.uclg.org/sites/default/files/the_sdgs_what_localgov_need_to_know_0.pdf  
2 UKSSD, “Measuring up: How the UK is performing on the UN Sustainable Development Goals” (2018). The 
information can be accessed at: https://www.ukssd.co.uk/measuringup  
3 Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government single departmental plan – Corporate report. Last 
updated 23 May 2018. The information can be accessed at: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/department-for-communities-and-local-government-single-
departmental-plan/ministry-of-housing-communities-and-local-government-single-departmental-plan  

https://www.uclg.org/sites/default/files/the_sdgs_what_localgov_need_to_know_0.pdf
https://www.ukssd.co.uk/measuringup
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/department-for-communities-and-local-government-single-departmental-plan/ministry-of-housing-communities-and-local-government-single-departmental-plan
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/department-for-communities-and-local-government-single-departmental-plan/ministry-of-housing-communities-and-local-government-single-departmental-plan
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with regards to the implementation of the SDGs and to pioneer approaches where 
this can be adopted across government. 

• Communicate and engage stakeholders and the public in the SDGs. Examples of this 
include Green GB Week led by the Department for Business, Energy and Industrial 
Strategy (BEIS). 

 
The success of the SDGs will to a great degree rely on citizens who will have to hold their 
leaders and governments to account and remind them of their commitments. Increasing public 
awareness is critical to the achievement of the SDGs - greater effort is needed from the 
Government to integrate the SDGs in public statements as well as a coordinated public 
campaign as recommended by the EAC in its report. 
 
The Voluntary National Review (VNR) process is an opportunity for increasing stakeholder 
engagement with the SDGs and for building a more formal partnership with the Government to 
support the realisation of the them. Likewise, the publication of the VNR and the presentation 
of the content at the High Level Political Forum and the UN General Assembly provide 
opportunities for increased public awareness raising through a coordinated communications 
campaign. 
 
As stated by Plan International4, “engaging young people to gather their views is essential 
because young people are critical thinkers, change-makers, innovators, communicators, and 
leaders”. The SDGs are a universal agenda for “transforming our world.” To achieve this 
transformation, governments must rethink the approaches of the Millennium Development 
Goals (MDG) era that left young people out of the process. Governments that recognise the 
value of collaborating with young people as partners and establish clear and explicit pathways 
for their meaningful participation from the outset will be much better positioned to achieve the 
17 SDGs and related targets. “When young people are empowered with the knowledge of their 
rights and supported to develop leadership skills, they can drive change in their communities 
and countries. Youth-led organisations and networks in particular should be supported and 
strengthened, because they contribute to the development of civic and leadership skills among 
young people, especially marginalised youth.” 
 
The Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport dedicates a section of its recently 
published Civil Society Strategy5 to young people. It highlights how “young people should have 
a central role in shaping the future of our society”. The Strategy states the Government’s 
commitment to set up a Civil Society Youth Steering Group to oversee the development and 
implementation of policies affecting young people. However, the LSDC is concerned that the 
Strategy misses the opportunity to showcase the need to implement actions to improve young 
people’s awareness to (and engagement with) the Goals. With this in mind, the Government 
should draw upon this opportunity to provide a genuine strategy to enable young people (e.g. 
via the Civil Society Youth Group and other fora) to have a voice in policy-making with regards 
to the implementation of the SDGs.  
What is the LSDC doing in regard to this action? 

                                                 
4 Plan International: Five Reasons The Success Of The SDGs Depends On Youth Engagement. The information 
can be accessed at: https://plan-international.org/blog/2015/08/five-reasons-success-sdgs-depends-youth-
engagement#  
5 Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport: Civil Society Strategy: building a future that works for 
everyone. Link: 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/732765/
Civil_Society_Strategy_-_building_a_future_that_works_for_everyone.pdf  

https://plan-international.org/blog/2015/08/five-reasons-success-sdgs-depends-youth-engagement
https://plan-international.org/blog/2015/08/five-reasons-success-sdgs-depends-youth-engagement
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/732765/Civil_Society_Strategy_-_building_a_future_that_works_for_everyone.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/732765/Civil_Society_Strategy_-_building_a_future_that_works_for_everyone.pdf
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The LSDC is currently developing a programme of work that seeks to understand the views of 
young Londoners (ages 15-24 as defined by the United Nations) around key environmental, 
social and economic issues facing London. The final outputs of this work will include a report 
highlighting the SDGs of most significance to young Londoners and future generations, as well 
as what young Londoners perceive as a positive vision for London. 
 
Thank you again for the opportunity to comment on the Government’s plans to mainstream the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) into its programmes. 
 
The commission looks forward to the opportunity to contribute further as the Committee 
continues its examination.  
 
Yours sincerely,   

 
 
Ashok Sinha 
Chair, London Sustainable Development Commission



 
 

Appendix 1 – LONDON SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 
COMMISSION 
 
 
The London Sustainable Development Commission (LSDC) was established in 2002 to provide 
independent advice to the Mayor of London on ways to make London a sustainable, world-class 
city. The commission is an independent body, challenging policymakers to promote a better 
quality of life for all Londoners, both now and in the future, whilst also considering London’s 
wider global impacts.  
 
The commission is made up of individual experts from the economic, social, environmental and 
London governance sectors. Commissioners give their time voluntarily, promoting sustainable 
development, embedding sustainability into London-wide strategies, and helping make 
sustainability a meaningful and understandable concept for all Londoners. 
 
 
For more details: 
 
London Sustainable Development 
Commission 
City Hall 
4th Floor 
The Queen’s Walk 
London SE1 2AA 
www.london.gov.uk/LondonSDC  

http://www.london.gov.uk/LondonSDC

