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FOREWORD 
Foreword by Sadiq Khan, Mayor of London 

 
  

“I’m delighted that London’s Queen Elizabeth 
Olympic Park is hosting this summer’s IPC World 
Para Athletics Championships and IAAF World 
Championships. Once again, for two glorious 
months, the stadium will be brought to life by some 
of the world’s greatest athletes. Here in London, 
we know how to put on a show. We also know how 
to show the world that London is open to 
everyone.  
 
In recent years, London has become known as the 
number one city in the world for top sporting 
events. Our venues are truly world-class, and our 
enthusiasm for sport is second to none. But I want 
us to do even more. I want to inspire generations 
of Londoners to live healthier, more active lives 
through the power of elite sport. I want more 
Londoners to have the opportunity to try out sports 
and physical activities.  
 
London is one of the most diverse cities of the 
world, and I am proud of that. Here, we don’t just 
tolerate our differences, we positively celebrate 
them. I now want to use sport to unite communities 
and build a stronger city that stands together 
against intolerance. 
 
I’m pleased to be working with other sporting 
bodies to bring the Championships to London. In 
the meantime, I hope this £400,000 fund will help 
you to encourage Londoners to take part in 
athletics. Who knows, one of them may even turn 
out to be a sporting hero of the future.” 



 

5 
 
Back to Contents 

Foreword by Matthew Ryder, Deputy Mayor for Social 
Integration, Social Mobility and Community Engagement 

  

“I’m London’s first Deputy Mayor for Social 
Integration, Social Mobility and Community 
Engagement. In that role, I work to bring 
different groups of people together. I want 
each and every Londoner to be able to enjoy 
all that this city has to offer. I don’t want a 
person’s gender, ethnicity, faith, culture, age, 
sexuality or background to affect that in any 
way. Indeed, I want to make London a city that 
respects and positively celebrates differences. 
Sport is one of the ways to do this. 
 
I believe that sport is a great leveller. It can 
transcend differences. I’ve seen this first hand 
when I ran an annual charity basketball 
tournament in Brixton for young British players. 
Sport can transform people’s lives, especially 
young people. In so many ways, it’s true to say 
that sport is the ‘universal language’. Wherever 
you go in the world, and in so many different 
ways, sport can unite communities. As such, it 
can be a great way to build stronger bonds 
between people.  
 
I’m proud that London is a city that is open 
and welcoming to the world. This summer’s IPC 
World Para Athletics Championships and IAAF 
World Championships will bring thousands of 
visitors and Londoners together for a spectacle 
of sport. I hope that some are inspired by the 
feats of our athletes on the track. I hope that 
through this fund others will even try 
something new and give athletics a go. I hope 
during the Championships many will make new 
friends, partnerships and relationships. I want 
major sports events to unite all our 
communities so that London can continue to 
be the greatest sporting city in the world.”  
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OVERVIEW 
 
This summer, London will host the International Paralympic Committee (IPC) World Para Athletics 
Championships and International Association of Athletics Federations (IAAF) World Championships1. It 
will be the first time that both Championships have been held in the same city in the same year. 
 
Major sporting events not only boost London’s international profile, they can also have a positive 
impact for the people and communities in London. Consequently, the Mayor is determined that, when 
hosting major sports events, Londoners get to experience a range of benefits that can arise from 
hosting. That means doing more than focusing on solely the event. In this case, it means providing 
funding to encourage people to take part in athletics-based activity and celebrate the Championships 
with their local community.  
 
The Mayor’s vision for London is a city that is more connected and more equal, where everyone can 
participate and feel part of their community. Last year, only around half of Londoners agreed that 
there are good relations between older and younger people and between ethnic and religious 
communities in their local area. Only around half agreed that people in their local area were happy to 
help their neighbours. Building a more integrated city means giving people the opportunity to live 
interconnected lives regardless of ethnicity, faith, culture, age-group, income or background2. 
 
Sport has the power to contribute to that vision. It can promote social integration and social cohesion 
simply by bringing people together in the name of sport.  The Community Athletics Fund will provide 
the opportunity for local sports clubs, community groups and others to access funding to provide free 
sport in the community that is inspired by hosting this year’s Championships. 
 
This funding for this programme is being provided by the Mayor of London. It is part of the London 
2017 Inspiration Programme, which is being delivered in partnership with England Athletics, UK 
Athletics, Sport England, UK Sport and The Spirit of 2012 Trust. Using the strapline of ‘Team, 
Personal Best’, the Inspiration Programme aims to harness the interest and excitement of the two 
Championships. For more information on the Inspiration Programme, see 
http://www.teampersonalbest.org/. 

  

                                                 
1 The IPC World Para Athletics Championships will be held from 14-23 July. The IAAF World Championships will be held 
from 4-13 August. 
2 Reference: Plumb N., Hayes H., Bell R. (2016) Integration City: A new Communities Agenda for London, http://the-
challenge.org/uploads/documents/TCN-Integration-City.pdf 

http://www.teampersonalbest.org/
http://the-challenge.org/uploads/documents/TCN-Integration-City.pdf
http://the-challenge.org/uploads/documents/TCN-Integration-City.pdf
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ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA 
 
To be eligible to apply for this fund, you must fulfil all of the following criteria: 
 
 

 Be a fully constituted ‘not-for-profit’ organisation. We will  accept applications from voluntary 

and community organisations, local authorities, social enterprises and schools (for aschool 

applications, deliver athletics-based activity outside of statutory Physical Education (PE) 

lessons) 

 Have an organisation bank account. We will not pay funds into individual bank accounts 

 Deliver free athletics-based activity between 30 June – 31 December 2017 

 Be ready-to-go if successful 

 Take place within the Greater London Authority area. 

 You must have the required insurance, safeguarding policies, DBS checks and health and 

safety policies and provide them on request 

 Be able to host a community event linked to the promotion or celebration of your athletics-

based activity 

 Be able to link your community event and athletics-based activity to the 2017 IPC World Para 

Athletics Championships and/or IAAF World Championships 

 Target a minimum of 20% inactive participants 

 Be able to engage disabled participants. See the disability targets here 

  

https://mapit.mysociety.org/area/2247.html
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FUNDING LEVELS 
 
There are three tiers of funding available:  
 

Tier 1 – Small Grants (up to £4,000): Projects in this tier must: 

 

 Deliver a minimum of 12 hours of free athletics-based sessions;  

 Hold the sessions over a period of at least 6 weeks; 

 Include a minimum of 20 percent inactive people in the sessions; 

 Include a minimum of 10 percent of disabled people in the sessions; 

 Organise a community event (up to 25% of grant can be spent on this) and; 

 Provide 10% of cash or ‘in-kind’ match funding. For details of ‘in-kind’, please read our FAQs  
 

Tier 2 – Large Grants (between £5,000-£20,000): Projects in this tier must: 

 

 Deliver a minimum of 80 hours of free athletics-based sessions;  

 Hold the sessions over a period of at least 10 weeks; 

 Hold the sessions in at least two separate locations/venues; 

 Include a minimum of 20 percent inactive people in the sessions; 

 Include a minimum of 10 percent of disabled people in the sessions; 

 Demonstrate how the activities will improve social integration by tackling a specific social issue 
e.g. homelessness, unemployment, isolation, anti-social behaviour;  

 Organise a community event (up to 25% of grant can be spent on this); and 

 Provide 20% of cash match funding. 
 

Tier 3 – Disability Focused Projects (up to £10,000): Projects in this tier must: 

 

 Deliver a minimum of 12 hours of free athletics-based sessions;  

 Hold the sessions over a period of at least 6 weeks; 

 Include a minimum of 20 percent inactive people in the sessions; 

 Include a minimum of 50 percent of disabled people in the sessions; 

 Organise a community event (up to 25% of grant can be spent on this); 

 Provide 10% of cash match funding. 
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FUND OBJECTIVES 
 

We will fund projects that: 

 

 Deliver free athletics-based activities; and 
 

 Organise a community event to encourage people to participate in the project and/or hold an 
event to celebrate the success of the project. 

 
In doing so, we want organisations applying for funding to: 
 

 Increase the number of people in London taking part in athletics-based activities. This will be 
done by ensuring participants know how to access local athletics provision once our funding 
has finished; 

 Show how their project will bring people from different communities together; 

 Have a clear plan to attract and engage inactive people; 

 Have a clear plan to attract and engage disabled people; 

 Link the athletics-based activities and the community event to the IPC World Para Athletics 
Championships and IAAF World Championships; 

 Have a track record of successful project delivery against a set of targets. 
 

THE ATHLETICS-BASED ACTIVITY 
 
For the purposes of this fund, we define athletics-based activity as: 
 

“Physical activity involving one or more of the core athletics disciplines i.e. running, jumping, 
throwing.” 

 
Projects can offer traditional athletics such as track and field events, road and recreational running, 
race walking, cross country or other terrain running. Alternatively, projects may offer activities in non-
traditional settings (e.g. community halls, parks) but use the core disciplines of athletics (i.e. running, 
jumping, throwing) to shape their project. 
 
We have an overall aim to get more people active. In doing so, we want to target those people who 
are currently inactive, rather than solely getting already active people to do more sport. Consequently, 
projects must engage a minimum of 20% of inactive people. Our definition of inactive is: 
 
“an adult who has participated in fewer than 30 minutes of ‘moderately intense’ physical activity per 

week in the last 4 weeks”. 
 
For children under 16 years of age, we define inactive as: 
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“a child (under 16) who has participated in fewer than 30 minutes of ‘moderately intense’ physical 
activity in the last 4 weeks outside of the statutory PE Lessons”. 

 
Certain groups of people are more likely to be inactive. These include: 
 

 Women and girls 

 Older people 

 People from lower socio-economic backgrounds 

 Disabled people 

 People from some Black, Asian, Minority Ethnic (BAME) backgrounds 
 
We want to encourage applications from both traditional and non-traditional athletics organisations. 
Ultimately, we want to make sure that the projects we fund have creative ideas to meet the funding 
criteria in this document.  
 

THE COMMUNITY EVENT 
 
The community event needs to celebrate London’s hosting of the IPC World Para Athletics 
Championships and IAAF World Championships and use this to bring local communities together 
around the activities of your project. Successful organisations will be required to deliver a community 
event as part of their project. The event can be used to: 
 

 ‘Kick Start’ the athletics-based activities e.g. attract participants to a taster day/’come-and-
try’ sessions where people can sign up to the activity that they would like to try; or 

 

 Celebrate the achievements of project participants at the end of the delivery. This could be a 
competition or celebration. 

 

The Community Event Criteria: 

 The Event should attract a minimum of: 
o 50 people (Tier 1) 
o 150 people (Tier2) 
o 50 people (Tier 3) 

 

 Be open to all members of the community (where appropriate and subject to safeguarding) 
and does not have to be restricted to those who attend the athletics sessions that we have 
helped to fund; 

 

 Must provide people with the chance to participate in athletics-based activity; 
 

 Can be a stand-alone event or part of an existing event e.g. a community fete/open day etc – 
but, in the latter case, must be additional activity to that usually or already planned; 
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 Must link in a meaningful way with the IPC World Para Athletics Championships and IAAF 
World Championships. People attending should be aware of the Championships and know how 
to find opportunities to take part in athletics in the future. Ideally, if the community event 
takes place during either of the Championships (IPC or IAAF), coverage should be shown at 
the event. 

 
A maximum of 25% of any amount we award can be used towards the cost of holding the community 
event. The remaining costs will have to be provided by the applicant. Your application will be asked to 
provide a budget breakdown of the event costs. The Greater London Authority (GLA) funding can 
only be used to contribute to the following expenditure on the event: 
 

 Venue Hire 

 Athletics Delivery: including non-fixed equipment and coaching 

 Staging Costs: (banners/posters, sound system, screens, stage, seating hire) 

 Transport – for Tier 3 only 
 
Please note that we will not fund refreshments, alcohol or capital expenditure. We define capital 
expenditure as buildings/repair works or fixed equipment.  
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SCORING 
To ensure we fund projects that meet our objectives, we will score applications using the following 
framework and criteria:  
 

Criteria Evidence Sought Percentage 

Athletics-based 
Activity: 
 
Demand and Delivery 
 

 Details of the type of athletics activity, the location 
of sessions and delivery plan 

 Evidence that target participants were consulted 
and their feedback influenced the project design 

 Demonstrate how your project will engage target 
participants and lower barriers to participation 

 Demonstrate a successful track record of project 
delivery and that you will be ready to deliver 

 Demonstrate an understanding of the challenges 
faced by disabled people in sport and show how 
your project will attract and retain disabled people 
(10% Tier 1 and 2; 50% Tier 3) 

 
25% 

Community Event  
 
Link to the 
Championships 

 Describe the proposed ‘look and feel’ of the event. 
Detail whether the event is a stand-alone event or 
incorporated into an existing event. How will 
activities be additional to those usually on offer? 

 Show how you will directly link the community 
event and athletics provision to the Championships 

 Demonstrate that the funding will be monitored to 
ensure it is spent only on eligible items  

25% 

Evidence of need  Demonstrate how your project will remove social 
barriers and bring people together from different 
backgrounds e.g. inter-generational, inter-faith etc  

 Evidence the strategic need for your project e.g. 
reports from England Athletics, Sport England etc 

 For Tier 2 projects only: Explain the social issue you 
will tackle (e.g. homelessness, unemployment, 
isolation). This should be evidenced by data and 
publications showing why and how your project will 
improve social integration in your area 

20% 

Value for money  Provide a budget breakdown that demonstrates 
how the grant and match funding will be spent 

 Detail the number and type of participants the 
project will attract and retain in return for the 
investment sought. 

15% 

Sustainability  Show exit routes into other activities so participants 
can continue sport in the future 

15% 

Total 100 
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APPLICATION ADVICE 
Set out below is some further guidance to help you complete your project application:  
 
Evidence of demand: Applicants should demonstrate a high level of demand for their project. They 
should prove that their target audience and local people have been consulted and want to take part in 
athletics-based activities and the community event. Local demand can be evidenced by: 
surveys/questionnaires with existing or potential participants and waiting lists. Applicants should 
show demand from people who do not currently engage in athletics and prove that they want to 
attend the sessions. 
 
Delivery strategy: Applicants need to demonstrate how their project will attract and encourage 
people to attend the proposed athletics sessions. This can be done by identifying and addressing their 
barriers to participation. This must include inactive and disabled participants. Think about where the 
project will be marketed e.g. social media, posters/flyers and how the sessions are designed to break 
down barriers to participation e.g. transport, cost, kit, confidence, lack of motivation etc. 
 
Track record of project delivery: Applicants should be able to evidence a track record of delivery. 
We want to fund traditional and non-traditional providers and understand that some projects may 
have little experience in delivering athletics. However, we need to see evidence that applicants can 
deliver a successful project in relation to a pre-agreed set of milestones and targets e.g. references to 
or testimonies/pledges of support from a previous funder(s). 
 
Evidence of need: Need is the rationale for the project as identified by an organisation/stakeholder. 
This differs from demand, with demand being the request for the project by local people. e.g. Need: 
Identifying a high inactivity rate among young people in a borough; Demand: Young people want to 
participate in informal running sessions. 
 
Applicants should use evidence from reports and strategies released by stakeholders e.g. Sport 
England, London Sport, DCMS, Public Health England, Borough Sports Strategy. If you are addressing 
social issues, look at stakeholders who specialise in that specific area e.g. The Challenge, Crisis, Mind, 
Joseph Rowntree Foundation, Age UK. Applicants should keep in mind that we are looking for 
evidence of need for athletics provision which contributes to social integration. For Tier 2 projects, we 
expect to see evidence of need which addresses a specific social issue, e.g. homelessness, 
unemployment, isolation, anti-social behaviour, loneliness etc. 
 
Plan to improve social integration: Projects need to show how they can use athletics and the 
community event to give local people the chance to meet others from a variety of backgrounds. Think 
about how and where the sessions and the event are marketed. Think about forming partnerships with 
new organisations in order to reach out to particular members of the local community. 
  
Link to IPC World Para Athletics Championships and IAAF World Championships: We want 
projects which demonstrate creative ways of linking their sessions and their community event to the 
IPC World Para Athletics Championships and IAAF World Championships. This could include: team 
names of competing athletes, coverage of the Championships before/after a training session etc. We 
are looking for applicants to be as creative as possible. 
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Value for money: Our investment should provide the best possible value for money. Value for money 
is measured on the number of hours of athletics delivery, number of people engaged, number of 
regular participants and the number of people attending the event. In addition to the numbers of 
people engaged, we also take into account your costs (e.g. participants’ particular needs, equipment) 
and also consider wider outcomes including; participants’ retention, the training of coaches or 
volunteers and sustainability of sessions. 
 
Sustainability: We want projects that are sustainable. All projects should have a robust delivery plan 
to attract participants and ensure they sustain their activity during and after the period of the Mayor’s 
funding. Organisations that can provide athletics in the future or signpost to other activity will be 
looked on favourably. Sustainability can be achieved in many ways and is different for each project, 
but could include:  building partnerships, introducing a small charging fee to keep your project going 
after your grant, training participants to become future coaches etc. 
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HOW TO APPLY AND TIMELINE 
 
This is a competitive application process. All applications will be assessed against the above criteria. 
 
Tier 1 and Tier 3 applications will be selected solely on their written application. Tier 2 applications will 
be assessed on their written application and a short presentation.  Those shortlisted will be invited to 
present their project to a panel chaired by Matthew Ryder QC, the Deputy Mayor for Social 
Integration, Social Mobility, and Community Engagement and made up of members of the GLA, 
England Athletics, and London Sport. Presentation meetings will be approximately 20 minutes long, 
with ten minutes for a presentation and ten minutes for questions from the panel.  
 
Before any funding is confirmed, all successful applications will be subject to due diligence and 
financial checks. 
 
Use our online application form to apply. It is available at: www.london.gov.uk/athletics-fund  
 
The application form contains guidance on how to complete it. However, before you apply we 
recommend that you read through the Frequently Asked Questions section at Appendix 1 of this 
document. 
 

Timeline  

17 March 2017 Applications open 

18 April 2017 Midday - deadline for applications. 

18 April – 23 May 2017 Evaluation of submitted applications 

15 May 2017 
Tier 2 Only: Shortlisted Applicants notified. Invitations to interviews and 
request for financial and governance information for due diligence checks 
sent out. 

24 May 2017  Tier 2 Only: Presentations to panel 

3 June 2017 All successful applications informed 

19 June 2017 Final deadline for funding agreements to be signed. 

30 June - 31 December 
2017 

Delivery 

31 January 2018 Deadline for return of monitoring 

 
The above dates are subject to change. For Tier 2 candidates, the person who will manage/lead the 
project (rather than the organisation’s chief officer, or the bid writer) should be prepared to take part 
in the presentation to the panel which will take place on 24 May 2017.  
 
Applicants must not place any reliance whatsoever on any funding until formally notified in writing, 
and authorised signatories have been executed and returned a funding agreement which will be 
provided by the GLA. 
 
Any expenditure that you incur and/or to which you commit (including in relation to the preparation 
of your application for funding) prior to formal notification, execution and return of the funding 
agreement is incurred and/or committed entirely at applicants’ own risk. 
 

http://www.london.gov.uk/athletics-fund
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Should your application be successful, projects must agree to comply with the GLA’s processes for 
monitoring and reporting and collecting participant data.  
 
All projects should be aware of the Mayor’s duty to promote equality of opportunity for all persons; to 
eliminate unlawful discrimination; and to promote good relations between persons of different racial 
groups, religious beliefs and sexual orientation. 
 
 

Good luck!  
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APPENDIX 1: FAQs 
 

1) How much funding can I apply for and what can I use it for? 

The amount requested is dependent on the Tier to which you apply: 
 
Tier 1 applications can apply for a maximum of £4,000 to run athletics-based activity. Up to 25% of 
your requested amount may be used towards the costs of the community event (i.e. for a grant 
request of £4,000, up to £1,000 may be spent on the community event). 
 
Tier 2 applications can apply for a maximum of £20,000 and a minimum of £5,000 to use athletics-
based activity as a tool to tackle an identified social issue. Up to 25% of your requested amount may 
be used towards the costs of the community event (i.e. for a grant request of £20,000, up to £5,000 
may be spent on the community event). 
 
Tier 3 applications can apply for a maximum of £10,000 to provide athletics-based for disabled 
participants. Up to £2,500 of your requested amount may be used towards the cost of the community 
event.  
 
The money should be used for revenue costs (the day-to-day running of your project, such as staff 
salaries, venue hire, coach and volunteer training, marketing of your project). A small amount may be 
used for small-scale, non-fixed equipment. For full details about budget breakdown for the event, 
please see the Community Event Criteria page of the prospectus. 
 
Funding cannot be used for capital expenditure.  
 

2) Who can apply? 

Any ‘not-for-profit’ organisation may apply. We will also accept applications from schools, local 
authorities and social enterprises. All organisations must have an organisation bank account. Funds 
will not be paid in to individual bank account. Projects must also meet all of the criteria set out in this 
document and have a compelling proposal to meet the aims of this fund. 
 

3) Why does my project need to target community integration/social cohesion? 

The Mayor’s vision for London is a city that is more connected and more equal, where everyone can 
participate and feels part of their community. Taking part in sport and other forms of physical activity 
can encourage people from different walks of life to meet and mix in their local communities 
interacting with one another as neighbours, citizens and friends. This includes interfaith, 
intergenerational, mixed ability, mixed gender, mixed ethnicity etc. 
 

4) Why does my project need to use athletics to achieve social integration? 

This fund is linked to the IPC World Para Athletics Championships and IAAF World Championships 
therefore supporting athletics activity is integral to this fund. A part of the London 2017 Inspiration 
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Programme is ‘Team Personal Best’, a grassroots community programme that aims to make the most 
of the opportunities presented by the Championships to bring benefits to all levels of athletics. 

5) I’m interested in applying to Tier 2. What do you mean by ‘tackling a social 
issue’? 

We are looking for projects that have identified a social issue in the borough/boroughs in which they 
deliver and want to address that issue. Examples of the types of social issues include, but are not 
limited to: unemployment, homelessness, domestic violence, education, crime, isolation/loneliness 
etc. 

6) How do you define an athletics-based activity? 

Athletics-based physical activity is any activity involving one or more of the core athletics disciplines 
i.e. running, jumping, throwing. Projects may offer traditional athletics sessions such as track and field 
events*, road running, race walking cross country or other terrain running. Alternatively, projects may 
offer non-traditional sessions, but use the core disciplines of athletics (i.e. running, jumping, and 
throwing). We want to see projects that use the fundamentals of athletics, such as running, jumping, 
throwing and design activities based around these. We are interested in projects that use these 
fundamentals but try something in order to engage a wider audience and tackle a social issue. 
 
*Track and Field events include; Track Running 100m to 10,000m, Hurdles, Relays, Steeple Chase, 
Long Jump, Triple Jump, High Jump, Pole Vault, Shot Put, Discus, Hammer, Javelin.  
 

7) Why do you have three tiers for applications? 

We want a range of organisations, large and small, to be able to apply for funding. We recognise that 
different organisations will have different ideas and some will want to run smaller scale activities than 
others. Also, given the low participation rates among disabled people, we wanted specifically to 
ensure that disabled people were able to access a fair share of this funding. 
 
Tier 1 applications will be predominantly focused on community organisations that work regularly 
within their local community. These organisations have the local networks and knowledge to offer 
opportunities for members of the local community to engage in sport through the opportunity 
presented by the Championships.  
 
Although similar in principle to Tier 1 projects, Tier 2 applications will be focused on larger 
organisations that work in more than one location across London. We expect these organisations to 
target a specific social issue through the use of athletics-based activity. These will be larger projects, 
engaging more participants in a minimum of two different locations. 
 
Tier 3 applications will be targeted more heavily for disabled people. In this Tier, we are looking for 
projects that engage at least 50% disabled participants. We understand that there is a range of 
disability and a one-size-fits-all approach does not work, therefore, we will assess applications on a 
case-by-case basis. 
 

8) Are there any minimum targets for the number of participants I need to 
engage in my athletics-based activity sessions? 

http://www.teampersonalbest.org/


 

19 
 
Back to Contents 

There are no set minimum targets for the number of participants you need to engage in your 
athletics-based activity sessions. This is because we understand that the numbers of participants are 
dependent on the type of project and the method of delivery. However, please be aware that 
applications are scored on their value for money. Part of this value for money score does take into 
consideration the overall number of participants engaged. 

9) What do you mean by ‘consultation’ to evidence the demand for my project? 

We want to see evidence of consultation to prove that there is demand for your project. Given the 
timescales, we do not expect projects to undertake a full consultation; however, we want to see 
evidence that this project has been developed by engaging with local people. This could involve: 
surveys of potential participants, questionnaires, feedback/suggestions from current 
users/participants. 

10) How will you choose whom to give the funding to? 

Completed application forms and supporting documents will be shortlisted based on the scoring 
criteria and then assessed by the Project Assessment Panel which includes members of the GLA, 
England Athletics and London Sport. The Panel will make recommendations to the Mayor, who will 
have the final decision on who should receive funding.  
 

11) My project is delivered in partnership/by a contractor, is this allowed? 

Yes. We welcome projects that are delivered in partnership, although any grants will be made to a 
single accountable body. You should consider whether building a consortium with other delivery 
partners will better enable you to meet the funding criteria. Funding may be used towards costs 
incurred by contractors in order to deliver parts of the project. However, you will remain solely 
responsible for monitoring, reporting on and ensuring delivery of the project as a whole, including 
those parts delivered by contractors.  
 

12) My project’s activities take place in a school, am I eligible for funding? 

The key question is whether the activities take place during school time or not. Activities that take 
place during school hours (in the form of PE lessons) are not eligible. Activities that take place on 
school property but outside of school time (for example, after school clubs) are eligible. 
 

13) Am I allowed to charge participants to take part in my sessions? 

No. All sessions funded by the Community Athletics Fund must be free of charge to participants. Once 
the period of the Mayor’s funding has ended, you may want to consider introducing a small charge for 
sessions as part of your sustainability strategy to ensure that the sessions can continue. 
 

14) For how long will you fund my project? 

All project delivery and the community event must take place between 30 June and 31 December 
2017. 
 
Tier 1 projects: minimum of 6 weeks’ delivery and a community event 
Tier 2 projects: minimum of 10 weeks’ delivery and a community event 
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Tier 3 projects: minimum of 6 weeks’ delivery and a community event 
 

15) Is there a deadline by which projects funded under this scheme are expected 
to start? 

Yes; we will aim to notify applicants about the outcome of their application by 3 June 2017. We will 
expect activities that we fund to be delivered between 30 June and 31 December 2017 (after which 
our funding will cease). 

16) What do you mean by making the project sustainable? 

We want to fund projects that will continue to deliver athletics-based activity after the term of the 
Mayor’s funding. As well as directly offering future activity to participants, projects should also be 
able to demonstrate clear pathways/sign-posting that allows people to join sports clubs, leagues, or 
other forms of regular sport/physical activity. Projects must also be able to show how they will 
encourage participants to sustain their involvement and take part in regular sport or physical activity. 
By ‘regular participation’ we mean at least one 30 minute (minimum duration) session of moderate 
intensity sport or physical activity per week. We will also take into consideration partnerships made 
with new organisations, training coaches and volunteers. 

17) Why do we have to host a community event? 

A community event is one of the best ways to bring people from the local community together and to 
give people the opportunity to meet. Therefore, we want organisations applying to this fund to deliver 
a community event as part of this project. We also want there to be a celebration of the fact that 
London is hosting the IPC World Para Athletics Championships and IAAF World Championships. 

18) What do you mean by a community event? 

The event must be open to all members of the community (not just those who will participate in the 
athletics activity) and have a focus on social integration, giving attendees the opportunity to meet 
people from their local community. The event can either be used to: 
 

- Kick-start the athletics provision, e.g. attracting participants to a taster day/’come-and-try’ 
sessions where people can sign up to the activity that they would like to try; or 

 
- Celebrate the achievements of participants at the end of the period of the project in a 

competition or celebration event. 
 
The event cannot be solely celebratory (e.g. handing out certificates) and there must be a focus on 
attendees participating in athletics-based activity. The event can either be a stand-alone event or the 
athletics-based activity can feature in an existing event e.g. a community fete/open day etc. 
Providing the activities are additional to those usually on offer. 

19) What can we spend the funding on for the community event? 

You may use the funding for venue hire, athletics provision and staging costs, such as chairs, tables, 
sound system, stage etc. The GLA will not fund refreshments, alcohol or any capital expenditure (we 
define capital expenditure as buildings/repair works or fixed equipment). We will only fund transport 
for Tier 3 grants. 
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For more information about the elements of the community event that we will fund, please refer to 
the Community Event Criteria pages in this document. 
 

20) Are there any targets for the community event? 

The community event must have an integral focus on social integration and sports participation where 
appropriate (see FAQ 1 & 18).  

 Tier 1 projects must attract a minimum of 50 people 

 Tier 2 project must attract a minimum of 150 people 

 Tier 3 must attract a minimum of 50 people  

21)  How am I expected to link my project directly to the IPC World Para 
Athletics Championships and/or IAAF World Championships? 

We want to ensure that all participants are aware that the activity is directly linked to the IPC World 
Para Athletics Championships and IAAF World Championships and expect that the community event 
will ensure that all attendees will be aware of the Championships. We don’t want to prescribe how 
projects should do this, but are looking for applicants to come up with creative ways in which they can 
link their project delivery and the Championships. Ideas may include; teams named after athletes, 
delivery held in conjunction with a Championship event, coverage of the Championships shown 
before/after activity (this could encourage social integration as well!). There may be opportunities 
provided by England Athletics that can help projects. If you need advice, contact Team Personal Best 
on: info@teampersonalbest.org 
 

22) My target participants are vulnerable adults and/or children; therefore, 
there may be restrictions on my community event being ‘Open to All’. Am I 
able to apply? 

Yes; we want to ensure that the community event is open to everyone and not just those who 
participated in the athletics sessions. We understand that there may be restrictions, but try and think 
if there is a way to engage siblings/parents/carers as guests at your event. However, organisations 
applying need to be aware that there may be safeguarding considerations to take into account. 
Ultimately, the organisation funded is responsible for all aspects of hosting the event. 
 

23) Do I have to provide match funding? 

Yes; match funding is a requirement for all applications and can be spent on the athletics delivery 
and/or the community event. The level of match funding required varies between tiers: 
 

 Tier 1: Projects must provide a minimum match funding of 10% of the grant amount 
requested, either cash or in-kind. In-kind contributions are non-cash contributions to a 
project, typically donated goods and services. This can include volunteer time, equipment or 
venue hire. 

 Tier 2: Projects must provide a minimum of 20% of the grant amount requested in cash match 
funding. 

 Tier 3: Projects must provide a minimum of 10% of the grant amount requested in cash match 
funding. 

 

mailto:info@teampersonalbest.org
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The match funding may be spent on either the athletics delivery or the community event, or both. 
 

24) What proportion of disabled participants are required to apply for a Tier 3 
disability-focussed grant? 

To be eligible for a Tier 3 grant, projects must ensure that at least 50% of participants consider 
themselves to have an impairment, disability, or require assistance to take part in activities.  Tier 1 and 
Tier 2 require 10% of participants to be disabled. 
 

25) Will there be another Community Athletics funding round in the near future? 

No. This grant is directly linked to the IPC World Para Athletics Championships and IAAF World 
Championships.  No future funding rounds are scheduled. 
 

26) How many awards are you likely to make in this bidding round? 

This is dependent on the quality of applications, but the Panel anticipates making up to 25 awards for 
Tier 1, up to 4 awards for Tier 2 and up to 20 awards for Tier 3. 
 

27) When does the bidding round close? 

Applications must be received by midday on 18 April 2017. 
 

28) When will we know if our application has been successful? 

We will aim to notify applicants about the outcome of their application by 3 June 2017. If you have 
applied and not heard from us by that time, please email communityathletics@rocketsciencelab.co.uk. 
We will not respond to email queries about submitted applications until after that time. 

29) What are the monitoring requirements for this fund? 

Successful projects will be required to adhere to the GLA’s processes for monitoring, reporting and 
collecting of participant data. This involves completing three monitoring forms throughout the 
duration of the grant. Reporting will include the demographic of the project participants and 
attendees at the community event. Projects will be provided with the necessary monitoring tools and 
further information on monitoring requirements should their application be successful. 
  

mailto:communityathletics@rocketsciencelab.co.uk
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Other formats and languages 

 
For a large print, Braille, disc, sign language video or audio-tape version of this document, please 
contact us at the address below: 
 

Public Liaison Unit 

 
Greater London Authority Telephone 020 7983 4100 
City Hall    Minicom 020 7983 4458 
The Queen’s Walk  www.london.gov.uk  
More London  
London SE1 2AA 
 
You will need to supply your name, your postal address and state the format and title of the 
publication you require.  
If you would like a summary of this document in your language, please phone the number or contact 
us at the address above. 

http://www.london.gov.uk/
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Chinese 

 

Hindi 

 

Vietnamese 

 

Bengali 

 

Greek 

 

Urdu 

 

Turkish 

 

Arabic 

 

Punjabi 

 

Gujarati 

 
 


