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Stop and Search Community Monitoring Network Meeting 18 July 
2018 

 
Present: names taken from signed attendance sheet where legible 

Borough or 
OCU 

CMG MPS 

Barking & Dagenham  C.I. Lisa Butterfield  

Barnet   

Bexley John Abbot, 
Guy Beattie (apologies) 

John Balderson 

Brent Roy Croasdaile  

Bromley John Leach   

Camden   

Croydon   

Ealing Vlod Barchuk  

Enfield  Insp. Alun Davies 

Greenwich Steve Bone  

Hackney  Nicola Baboneau 
(apologies) 

 

Hammersmith 
& Fulham 

Sarah Chambers, 
(apologies) 

 

Haringey   

Harrow John Courquin Insp Ron Gibbs 

Havering  Ian Weatherley C.I. Lisa Butterfield 

Hillingdon Michelle Dibble  

Hounslow Minoo Dhiri (apologies)   

Islington Katrina Ffrench  

Kensington & Chelsea Lucy Smith-Ryland 
(apologies) 

Finbar King  

Kingston  Sgnt 
NicolaThomas  
 

Lambeth   

Lewisham   

Merton Emily Thornton   

Newham Chris Roffey  Isnp. Paul Studdbs, 
A/Sgnt. Oliver 
Creed 

Redbridge Julie Fallon Bradley  C.I. Lisa Butterfield 

Richmond Carole Atkinson Ben Wickens  

Southwark Avril Jones  C Insp. Annmarie 
Cowley 

Sutton   

Tower Hamlets    

Waltham Forest Sandra Da Costa  Barrie Capper  
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Aimee Farquhor 

Wandsworth Barbara Madelof 
Graham Harris  

 

Westminster Nathalie Stewart  Insp. Colin Tanner 

   

BTP PS Rob Johnson, Gary Jones 

MPS Central Stop and 
Search Team 

Cmdr Neil Jerome, Sgt Chris Williams & Insp Fiona 
Partridge  

  

  

MPS Specialist Crime & 
Operations 

Sean Yates, T/CH Neil Sawyer and Insp James Ellis, PC 
Fay Washington  

 
 
 
 

Agenda Items 
 
1. Chair’s welcome, apologies and urgent business items. 

 

• The Chair opened the meeting by thanking those in attendance for their continued 
support.  

• The Chair apologised for the lack of microphones on the top table. 
 
 

2.   Actions and matter arising from April CMN meeting. 
 
 

Review and update the MPS data presentation and circulate with the agenda 
for future meetings. 

 
Attendees requested that the data/presentations should be sent to members seven days 
prior to the meeting. The police confirmed they will circulate these slides when they are 
available however cannot always guarantee it will be seven days prior.  
The meeting was advised that the data was available on the dashboard as and when 
members required it.  Members commented that some parts of the site were not always 
available. The meeting was advised that the individual pages may not available due to 
being refreshed. The web site was usually updated by the 8th day of the month.  Is has 
since been agreed that MOPAC will circulate the link each month when the figures are 
available. 

 
 
3.  MPS Update. 
 

Commander Neil Jerome, advised the meeting that:  

• Moped enabled crime had reduced by 50%. This was due in part to improvements 
made to the moped security systems, that made the mopeds more difficult to steal 
and new police initiatives.   

• Violence young people had reduced however there was still a way to go.   

• The MPS was working closely with MOPAC and enforcement agencies to provide 
sustainable interventions to break the victims link to the offender.  
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Sean Yates gave an update on the work of operation Sceptre, tasked to combat violent 
crime including gun, knife and acid/corrosive attacks. It was that: 

 

• Huge activity by the MPS appears to be stabilising the knife and gun trend. 

• Stop and search activity had increased with the public in support of appropriate 
searches.    

• The use of Section 60 had increased in response to the rise in gun and knife crime.  
 
 

Members stated that in some boroughs CMGs were not always informed of when a 
Section 60 was in place in the borough this however did vary with some boroughs 
reporting they are consistently updated.  

 
Commander Jerome stated that it was unacceptable for the Chairs of the Boroughs 
Stop and Search group not to be told that a Section 60 had been imposed. He urged all 
members of the Group to let MOPAC know of any specific example of when they had 
not been notified. 
 
Action All: If chairs are not advised of when a section 60 has been imposed 
then to contact MOPAC. 

 
It was noted that Newham advised the British Transport police of any section 60 in 
place due to the large transport hub at Stratford. 

 
Members reported that even if informed of the Section 60, it was difficult to get 
feedback from the borough such as how many stops were conducted and what was 
found.  

 
Members questioned why intelligence lead Section 60s were imposed borough wide 
rather than at ward level.   The meeting noted that the intelligence was not usually that 
precise to restrict a Section 60 to several wards. This was especially true in those 
Boroughs with major transport hubs   
 
Several boroughs reported not knowing or being unable to contact the borough stop 
and search leads.  

 
 
 

4. Stop and Search  
   
Insp Chris William & Insp Fiona Partridge gave the following update  
 

 2017-18 
(last full year) 

April to July 18 
(3 months) 

Jan to March 18 
(prev. 3 months) 

Searches – PACE & 
other 
(excluding s.60) 
 

127,803 35,439 33,849 

Searches - s.60 
 

1,810 1,440 453 

Arrest rate % 18.6% 16.2% 17.1% 
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Positive outcome 
rate % 
 

31.4% 27.8% 29.6% 

Weapons arrests 
from stop and 
search 
 

4,202 1,034 880 

Percentage of 
weapons arrests 
from all stop and 
search arrests 
 

17.4% 17.3% 15% 

    

Authorities issued 
under s.60 
Criminal Justice & 
Public Order Act 
1994 

Three-month period 
April to June 

Previous three-month 
period Jan to March 

 

 114 49  

 
 

The meeting noted that  
 

• New stop and search training has now been delivered to over 18,000 front line 
officers. 

• New judgement Exercise has been introduced to police training to assist with 
decision making and improve confidence. 

• New training input on Unconscious Bias / Stop and Search now being written and 
will be delivered from October 2018. 

• Launch of new Community Judgement Exercise – trial under way with various 
groups around London. This is an interactive exercise using video feed where 
volunteers become the police officers who make decisions involving S&S powers.  

• Work with Department of Media and Communication to reaffirm key messages to 
front line officers. 

 
 

The police recently hosted a judgement exercise training course at City Hall. It was well 

received by the officers who attended. The training was designed to explain the 
complexity of the Stop and Search and will now be used by the school officers within 
their schools.   
 
Conducting a search specifically under Section 60 was not part of the Stop & Search training 
programme. It was not thought that an increased use of Section 60 lead to an increase in bad 

practice during Section 1 searches. Officers were still required have reasonable grounds.  
 
Although the number of Section 60 had increased in response to the rise in knife crime 
it had not reached the levels of previous years.  
 
It was noted that few complaints were made in relation to Stop and Search activity, 
with approx. 10% of complaints submitted being upheld.  It was raised by the chair that 
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the community had little confidence in the police complaints system resulting in very 
few complaints being submitted especially in respect of stop and search activity.      
 
Concern was again raised at the data’s inability to include the outcome of the search 
(weapons found) to the grounds for the search (suspected drugs). This data is 
published on the police stop and search dashboard.  
 
To support community confidence in intelligence led Stop and Searches, the network 
had to know how many searches on grounds of suspicion of carrying a weapon resulted 
in weapon being found. This information is publicised by the police on the dashboard.       
   
The MPS was aware of the detrimental affect the increased use of Section 60 may have 
on   relationships with the community. Cmdr. Jerome asked for the CMN to continue 
the close monitoring of their communities to provide advice and feedback to him to 
address any concerns. 

 
    

5. BCU Merger 
 

No presentation.  
 
 

6. Notting Hill Carnival.  
 
Chief Supt Andy Walker gave a brief presentation on the Carnival. 
 

• Approximately 2 Million people attended the event over two days.  At last 
year’s event 300 people were arrested, 7 stabbings were record none of 
which were fatal but could easily have been. 

• 5 substance attacks  

• 600 stop and searches 

• 116 drug arrests 

• 56 weapons found  
 
Prior and during the festival police officers were in the surrounding areas to prevent 
known offenders for outer London gangs attending the event. 
 
Members of the network were invited to attend the briefings for this event. 
 
A review of the body worn video footage recorded at the last two carnivals had 
shown a marked improvement in the quality of the conduct of stop & searches.    
 
The police were reminded that sensitivity was key to a successful event. The colours 
worn by groups of individuals indicated support for a float, not a gang affiliation.   
 
The police had to be mindful of media. The publicity given to the drug seizures 
prior and during the carnival was far in excess and negative of that given to drug 
seizures relating to Glastonbury.    
   
The police officers on view at the carnival showed how far the MPS had to go to 
make itself representative of London’s community  
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Members were invited to email Cmdr. Musker with any outstanding questions. 
 

7. MPS Taskforce Update - T/Ch Inspector Neill Sawyer   
 
Noted that the TSG was part of the task force group. The TSG went into a specific 
Brough for four-week period based on intelligence collected 
 
TSG Stop & Search Overview 

• TSG total to end of June - 6,691 searches 

• MPS total to end of June – 69,747 
 

• TSG weapon searches – 28.7% 

• MPS weapon searches – 23.0% 
 

• TSG positive outcome rate – 33.3% 

• MPS outcome rate – 28.8% 
 
The TSG had the reputation within the community for being tough guys. Reviews 
of the body worn video showed stop & searches being conducted in a 
military/almost clinical way.  
 
TSG officers faced a stringent recruitment process from within the MPS. They were 
trained to think how their own behaviors will make the community feel/react. 
Searches were usually conducted by two officers with the other officers remaining 
in the police van.  90% of all TSG stop & searches were recorded on body worn 
video. The footage is used to help improve an individual officer’s performance. 
 
Members of the network were invited to attend TSG training sessions and to take 
part in a ride along.     
 
 
 
 

8. Body Worn Video  
 
Inspector James Ellis gave a presentation on body worn video. 
 

• Noted that the MPS was the biggest user of body worn video, with 22,000 
cameras bring available to issue to police officers and PCSO’s either as 
personal or pool cameras. Special police offices were issued with pool 
cameras.  

• The use of cameras and the use of the cameras by individual offices were 
monitored.  

• Since being issued some 3.2 million videos had been uploaded onto the 
system with a 1/3 being retained for evidential purposes.  

 

• The CPS have been carrying out an upgrade of their IT infrastructure and 
BWV was a factor in this. This has allowed them to be able to receive BWV 
digitally shared with them, saving money and time spent burning footage to 
disc.  
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• The MPS was the leading force behind Body worn video driving it forward. 
The City of London and British Transport Police had adopted the same 
technology as had 19 other forces throughout the UK.  

• The extension of the contract will include a tech refresh. 

• The new version of the camera had been redesigned to provide a more 
secure fix to the officers clothing to make the image more consistent.  

• The meeting asked if the new model would improve the quality of the 
sound recorded and it was confirmed that the new cameras will come with 
technology that will assist in filtering out background noise.  

• Footage was kept for 30 days; evidential footage was kept for 7 years and 
major crime evidence for 100 years     

• Copies of the footage is available to those stopped and searched through a 
subject access request to the MPS. 

• Standby mode on the camera puts the camera into buffering which records 
in a 30 second loop of video only. When an officer hits record that 30 
seconds is added onto the front of that recording. The AXON cameras can 
be set with a buffer of up to 2 mins, this is something the police may look 
to extend in the future.  

• Multiple cameras will Bluetooth together but would not provide a 
panoramic view.  

• Book marks can be set as the footage is recorded.  

• Footage is subject to a subject access request 

• Members stated that the had noticed a lot of delays in reviewing the 
footage with the screen showed waiting for URL. The meeting was advised 
that this may indicate the footage hadn’t been uploaded at the time of the 
officer completing the stop record.  

 
 
The chair closed the meeting at 8:10pm and thanked everyone for their attendance. 
 
2018 meeting dates  

• 7th  November 
 

 
 

Chairs-only meetings   

• 17th  October  
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