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School: Chaffinch Brook (Part of the Beckmead Family of Schools) 
 

 

Type of School: Special School for Children with Autism and Challenging Behaviour 
 

 

Amount Received: £786  



 
 
 
 

Project aims 
 
Although we have only been open for 2.5 years in a new building, the previous school 
garden was mostly low level shrubs that had died out in dry, under filled planters or beds. 
We used 4 tonnes of topsoil to replenish the planters and set about clearing the shrubs. We 
aimed to engage the pupils in gardening and get them to make a connection with growing 
and food. The vision for the garden was a space that was bursting with life that would help 
them understand where our food comes from and enjoy making it happen on our school 
site.  
 

Key project data 
 
Number of pupils engaged in the project: 36 
Number of staff: 30 
All children took home produce grown on the site. 
Many school meals cooked using the produce. 
 

Project success and impact 
 
-The most significant impact is that now children talk about gardening and eating vegetables 
as a matter of course. 
- All children are more aware of the connection between what they planted, harvested and 
then ate. Children were encouraged to try taster pieces of the different vegetables when 
they felt unable or too anxious to eat it as part of a whole meal. 
- Children will ask to do gardening as part of their normal day, additionally for some children 
gardening is used as a behaviour intervention distracting them and getting them positively 
re- engaged in learning. 
- Several classes have done assemblies on the gardening project. 
- We have also taken on an allotment for the older children and this will broaden the impact 
of gardening next year. 
- Parents and visitors talk about the garden with the children. 
 

Quotes from children 
 
I could not believe potatoes would come out of the ground looking red, I thought they would 
be all wrinkled and rotten. - Leo 
The best thing was picking the carrots and taking them back home. - Latdior 
Mr Howard gave me a big bag of vegetables and Mum put it in the dinner. Latdior 
I like eating peas fresh picked now, so much, I want to grow vegetables at my Nans house so 
she can be healthy and have something to do. - James 
 

Quote from teacher 
 
I was surprised how well the boys took to the gardening project, getting involved in 
preparing the ground, weeding and then trying the different vegetables, eventually 
overhearing them on the playground talking about their experiences in competitive way! 
 
 



Quotes from parents/volunteers 
 
My son was so proud to bring me home a lettuce that his class had grown and it tasted so 
good, I’m going to try to grow some on the window sill! 
 


