
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Encouraging biodiversity in new housing developments 
Housing Committee 
 

Overview 
 
The London Assembly’s Housing Committee has launched an 
investigation into the promotion of biodiversity in new housing 
developments. The committee will examine what the Mayor could 
do - during the ongoing review of the London Plan - to better 
protect, maintain, enhance and encourage new opportunities for 
biodiversity in new housing developments. 
 
The Mayor is committed to a substantial building effort to increase 
the number of homes for Londoners.1 This must be done while 
simultaneously protecting and enhancing the biodiversity of London. 
The London Plan and additional Supplementary Planning Guidance 
(SPG) offer strategies for protecting biodiversity and enhancing 
green infrastructure (London’s network of all green and open 
spaces). However, there is concern that current guidance focuses on 
protecting existing green spaces and biodiversity but does not 
properly promote ways of creating and increasing functional 
landscapes and wildlife habitats across the capital.  
 
For more information please visit:  
 
https://www.london.gov.uk/about-us/london-assembly/london-
assemblys-current-investigations/encouraging-biodiversity-new 
 

                                                 
1 Sadiq Khan, Housing Manifesto, May 2016 

Terms of Reference 

 Explore the extent to which housing 
developments during the last 10 years have 
incorporated biodiversity provision, with special 
consideration for sites of 150 units or more 

 Assess the strengths and weaknesses of current 
guidance as set out in the London Plan and 
other Mayoral documents in promoting and 
enhancing biodiversity in new housing 
developments 

 Review best practice from other UK and foreign 
cities including Malmo, Berlin, Hamburg and 
Seattle 

 Make recommendations to the Mayor, 
establishing ways to effectively promote and 
enhance biodiversity, in line with the local 
vernacular, and without affecting the viability of 
new housing developments 

 

Key questions 
In this investigation there are a number of specific 
questions the committee is seeking to answer, as 
set out below. Respondents should address any 
questions where they have relevant views and 

https://www.london.gov.uk/about-us/london-assembly/london-assemblys-current-investigations/encouraging-biodiversity-new
https://www.london.gov.uk/about-us/london-assembly/london-assemblys-current-investigations/encouraging-biodiversity-new
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information to share, and feel free to cover any other issues they 
would like the Committee to consider. Please offer specific 
examples to illustrate where possible. 

1. Why is it important to encourage biodiversity in new housing 
developments? 

 
2. How rigorously is biodiversity considered in planning 

applications and agreements? 
 

3. To what extent and how effectively are ecological mitigation 
measures implemented in completed housing developments? 

 
4. What are the strengths and weaknesses of the London Plan 

(and other Mayoral) guidance on protecting, maintaining and 
enhancing biodiversity? How well does the guidance 
encourage opportunities for more biodiversity? 

 
5. How could existing Mayoral policy and guidance protect and 

enhance biodiversity more effectively? 
 

6. What would be the advantages and disadvantages of creating 
a single piece of planning guidance (most likely an SPG) to 
cover biodiversity and implementation of ecological 
mitigation in new housing developments? 

 

7. What are the features and benefits of 
biodiversity offsetting schemes and green 
space ‘factor’ schemes2?  
- Are there disadvantages to such 

schemes? 
- We are particularly interested in 

evidence on how they could be 
introduced in London and what effects 
they might have. 

 
8. What are the benefits to biodiversity of 

planning, designing and managing green 
infrastructure as a holistic network? 

 
9. What social benefits could be gained by 

developing a more comprehensive (and 
mandatory) strategy for protecting and 
enhancing biodiversity near housing 
developments? 

 

How to contribute to the investigation 
We welcome submissions from any organisations 
and individuals with views and information to share 
on this topic. Submissions should aim to address any 
                                                 
2 Such as those used by Berlin and Southampton: see here for  
Southampton’s green space factor scheme and here for  
Berlin’s Biotope Area Factor 

http://www.southampton.gov.uk/planning/planning-permission/sustainability-checklist.aspx
http://www.stadtentwicklung.berlin.de/umwelt/landschaftsplanung/bff/index_en.shtml
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of the questions outlined above, and other issues within the terms 
of reference you think it important for the investigation to cover.   

To contribute, please send submissions to the committee by the 
deadline of 30 September 2016 using the details below.3 

 
 

                                                 
3
 We will publish written submissions online unless they are marked as confidential 

or there is a legal reason for non-publication. We may be required to release a 
copy of your submission under the Freedom of Information Act 2000, even if it has 
been marked as confidential. 

Email 
submissions 

georgina.wells@london.gov.uk  

Postal 
submissions 

Georgina Wells, London Assembly, City 
Hall, The Queen’s Walk, London 
SE1 2AA 

Further 
information 

Georgina Wells: 020 7983 4510 

Media 
enquiries 

Ben Walker: 020 7983 5769 

mailto:georgina.wells@london.gov.uk

