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LONDON’S LOW-CARBON SMEs GET A £900K BOOST FROM MAYOR’S GREEN NEW DEAL 
 
AN INITIATIVE to support low-carbon and cleantech businesses across the capital has received a 
£900,000 funding boost as part of the Mayor’s Green New Deal. 
 
The Better Futures Programme, which launched in 2017, has already helped more than 150 
businesses create hundreds of green-collar jobs in the low-carbon and circular industries here in 
London. 
 
The new funding, which is part of the Mayor’s £10m commitment to support 1,000 green jobs to 
boost London’s economic recovery from COVID-19, will help nurture some of the most exciting 
new green businesses in the capital. 
 
Better Futures is a £4.2m ERDF part-funded business support project run by a partnership led by 
the GLA and includes Imperial College, Sustainable Ventures, Old Oak Park Royal Development 
Corporation and West London Business. 
 
The new funding will mean Better Futures can: 
 

▪ Support an additional 60-80 businesses over the next year.  

▪ Help entrepreneurs access academic and industry expertise from Imperial College London 

to help them improve their businesses.  

▪ Work with commercialisation experts at Sustainable Ventures to prepare their businesses 

for growth through product development, strategic planning and investment readiness. 

▪ Provide small grants to low carbon, circular economy SMEs that have been hit hard by the 

economic impact of COVID-19. 

▪ Provide additional support and mentoring to the 150 low-carbon businesses that have 

already benefited from the Better Futures Programme. 

▪ Expand the availability of paid internships to hard to reach and diverse groups across the 

capital, including college students. 

▪ Prioritise support for low carbon businesses led by women and members of the BAME 

community 

LSDC Commissioner Professor Richard Templer, who is also the Hofmann Professor and Director 
of Innovation at Imperial College London’s Grantham Institute for Climate Change and the 
Environment, said the additional funding was great news for London’s low carbon business 
community. 
 
He said: “Low carbon, cleantech and circular businesses are the future of London’s growth so it’s 
vital that they can access as much high quality support as possible when they are at the start of 
their commercial life. 
 

https://www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/environment/better-futures/about-better-futures
https://www.sustainableventures.co.uk/


 
 
“Supporting businesses that will help tackle climate change, air pollution and create jobs in a post-
COVID world is no longer a ‘nice to have’, it is essential. If you think your business would benefit 
from grants, world-leading academic input and funding support please do apply.” 
 
One of the businesses that has already benefited from Better Futures is CauliBox. 
 
Co-founder Josephine Liang said: “As the UK's first tech-enabled reusable lunchbox scheme, 
CauliBox has benefited tremendously from the Better Futures Programme, including accessing a 
wide range of resources such as intern funding, events and webinars, innovation and business 
advice.  
 
“The support we get has been vital for our growth, particularly during this Pandemic and economic 
downturn, to continue cutting single-use food packaging in the takeaway sector, as we prepare to 
launch the much-anticipated delivery trial in London.” 
 
Shirley Rodrigues, Deputy Mayor, Environment and Energy, said: “Better Futures provides direct 
support to businesses that are driving the Mayor of London’s Green New Deal. This investment will 
help entrepreneurs and innovators who will create green jobs, tackle the climate emergency and 
address inequalities across London. We are proud to support Better Futures and look forward to 
seeing these companies flourish in the coming years as we rebuild our economy and society post-
COVID so that it is cleaner, greener and fairer.” 
 
To find out more about the Better Future Programme and how to apply please go here. 
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Notes to Editors 
 

▪ Better Futures is part-funded by the European Regional Development Fund to accelerate 

the growth of London's cleantech industry. The programme offers London's cleantech 

entrepreneurs the opportunity to work with specialist Innovation Advisers to help develop 

their businesses. 

▪ The Better Futures project launched in February 2017 and aims to work with and support 

the growth of London-based businesses who produce technologies, goods and services 

that reduce negative impacts on our environment. 

▪ By growing London’s cleantech sector, Better Futures contributes to the Mayoral mandate 

of achieving zero carbon emissions for London by 2050. 

▪ Now in its 4th year, Better Futures is working with partners to provide over 150 SMEs the 

boost they need to be successful in London and create a hub for low-carbon and circular 

industries in our city.  

Better Futures Delivery Partners: 

▪ GLA – lead  partner 

https://www.wearecauli.com/
https://www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/environment/better-futures
mailto:alistair@arcseven.co.uk


 
 

▪ The Old Oak Park Royal Development Corporation (OPDC) – strategic support and 

developing links to OPDC businesses and potential space 

▪ Sustainable Ventures (SV) – main delivery partner 

▪ Imperial College London (IC) – strategic support and technology verification and 

internships 

▪ Imperial Consultants (ICON) – technology vouchers to SMEs linking to academics 

▪ West London Business – the UN SDGs aligned business leadership forum 

 

  
 


