
 
 
Better Futures+ 
 
Building on the success of the established Better Futures Programme, 2020 brought the exciting 
announcement of a further expansion to the measures of support on offer to London’s vibrant clean-
tech SME’s. Better Futures+ is a £900K Programme funded by the GLA’s Green New Deal and 
delivered in conjunction with our world leading expert delivery partners at Imperial College London, 
Sustainable Ventures, ICON, West London Business, OPDC  and now in partnership with LWARB. 
The expansion aims to continue to promote and support innovation, sustainability and diversity within 
London’s flourishing Cleantech business sector through a suite of support measures. 
  
Backed by the Mayor of London’s Green New Deal, businesses can take advantage of a host of 
further support measures to aid them become more sustainable and assist in London’s green 
recovery. 
  
Better Futures+ will be providing additional fully funded growth support as well as a number of 
features for London start-ups and small businesses developing sustainable products, low-carbon and 
clean technology. 
  
Businesses can benefit from: 
  

• Investment readiness and growth support with innovation advisers. 

• Access to new supply chains and markets, including new international markets. 

• Innovation and commercialisation of research & development. 

• Innovation vouchers for academic collaboration projects. 

• Business Bootcamp and Accelerator programme. 

• Paid short term internships. 

• Access and business listing on a digital platform that will be developed through 2021. 

• Events, workshops and masterclasses. 

• Grants. 

  

Register your interest in joining both the Better Futures and the Better Futures+ programme now. 

 

Emergency Grant Funds 

Thanks to the Green New Deal funding from the Mayor of London, the Better Futures+ and Advance 

London business support programmes are offering emergency grant funding for London-based, small 

and medium sized enterprises (SMEs), that have been negatively impacted by the Covid-19 

pandemic and have registered with either of the two programmes prior to February 2021. 

These grants are designed to provide immediate relief to low carbon, circular and cleantech SMEs 

with the aim of maintaining and growing London's diverse ecosystem of low carbon, circular 

businesses and promote a green recovery post-Covid-19. 

These grants are part of the Mayor's £10 million investment in green projects that will support around 

1,000 green jobs to boost London’s economic recovery and tackle the twin dangers of air pollution 

and the climate emergency. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/environment/climate-change/zero-carbon-london/green-new-deal-fund
https://www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/environment/better-futures/about-better-futures


Aims of the Emergency Grant Fund 

• Contribute to the survival of low carbon, circular and cleantech businesses that will play a role 

in London's transition to a low carbon, circular economy. 

 

• Safeguard existing low carbon, circular and cleantech jobs and increase the likelihood of 

more being created. 

• Ensure the positive environmental impact of funded businesses is able to continue after the 

pandemic as part of London’s green recovery. 

 

Financial Assistance available 

Grants of between £5,000-£10,000 are available for SMEs that: 

• Are registered with the Better Futures programmes 

• Can demonstrate good health or, in the case of pre-revenue businesses, good potential for 

success, prior to the start of the pandemic (March 2020) 

• Can demonstrate having being negatively impacted by Covid-19 

 

Who can apply? 

 

This funding call is open to low carbon, circular and cleantech SMEs registered with either of the 
Better Futures Business Support Programmes that can demonstrate that their business was 
functioning successfully before being negatively impacted by the Covid-19 pandemic. 

We especially encourage applications from SMEs within those networks who have been particularly 
affected by Covid-19: 

• SMEs that are highly dependent on the hospitality, retail or entertainment sectors 

• SMEs owned by underrepresented demographics (female or BAME-led) 

• SMEs based in locations in London severely affected by Covid- 19. 

How to apply 

In addition to being a member of the Better Futures programmes, SMEs must have a registered or 
trading address in London and meet the definition of an SME (see guidance notes for more details). 

When applying, you will be asked to demonstrate the status and performance of the business before 
and after the start of the pandemic by providing a narrative description and the relevant business 
accounts to back up the claim. Applications will be scored based on the alignment with the goals of 
the funding and the urgency with which the funding is needed to support the business. 

Download Guidance for Applicants here 

 

https://advancelondon.org/our-services/grants/emergency-grants/
https://advancelondon.org/our-services/grants/emergency-grants/

