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Dear Sir 

REPRESENTATIONS TO THE DRAFT LONDON PLAN.  

In August 2017, the College of North West London and City of Westminster College merged to form the 

United College Group (UCG). The Group, which provides further education, apprenticeships and support 

for vocational studies for Years 10 & 11, is currently considering options for the consolidation of estate 

assets following the merger, in order to enhance the wider educational offering of the Group. The Estate 

Strategy will also enable the Group to contribute towards the driver of making more efficient use of land 

and proactively contributing to the overwhelming need to increase housing supply within London.  

Whilst the Group has not yet concluded the preparation of the detailed strategy, it wishes to engage in 

the development of local planning policy where it may influence outcomes of the final approach. 

Representations are therefore submitted on behalf of UCG to the emerging “London Plan, The Spatial 

Strategy for Greater London - Draft for Public Consultation” (December 2017), referred to as the ‘Draft 

Plan’. 

The Draft Plan recognises that access to high quality education and training has a profound effect on 

people’s life chances. This is translated in to an unequivocal strategic approach that it is set out within 

draft Policy E8. The draft policy states: 

London’s higher and further education institutions and their development across all parts of 

London should be promoted. Their integration into regeneration and development opportunities 

to support social mobility and the growth of emerging sectors should be encouraged. 

It is further stated at paragraph 5.3.8 that: 

Access to further education (FE) plays a key role in skills development and life-long learning and 

assists with Londoners’ progression into, and through, sustainable employment, including 

apprenticeships. There is a predicted increase in demand for FE provision, due to the growing 

number of 16-19 year-olds and the new requirement for all young people to remain in learning 

until they are 18. Meeting this growing demand will require strategic planning and working across 
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boroughs. FE institutions also provide valuable community facilities and services. The Mayor will 

continue to support the enhancement of FE colleges and other training facilities through the 

Skills for Londoners Capital Fund. 

The Group recognises the growth in demand for high quality education and will continue to do all it can to 

play its part in contributing to this important sector. Consequently, the Group welcomes the recognition of 

the issues facing the education institutions of all scale and type. The Group expresses its strong support 

for the wording of the Draft Plan in this respect. 

Good Growth 

The Draft Plan introduces the concept of good growth which is ‘sustainable growth that works for everyone, 

using London’s strengths to overcome its weaknesses’ i.e. growth that is ‘socially and economically 

inclusive and environmentally sustainable’.  

The concept of ‘Good Growth’ is something that very much fits with the objectives and aims of UCG. The 

Group welcomes the recognition of the roles that education institutions can play in bringing Londoners 

together and giving them the tools and skills to flourish.  

The requirement to make the most efficient use of land is also welcomed by UCG. The Group is actively 

considering investing in new facilities within key regeneration areas and recognises the benefits that can 

arise from the integration of various uses, be they cultural, residential or commercial in nature. Further we 

champion the Mayor’s vision of supporting London’s wider role as a vanguard centre for learning. 

UCG therefore expresses support for the Good Growth agenda and the principles which underpin it. 

Spatial Development Patterns 

UCG also supports Draft Policy SD1, which amongst other things, requires boroughs to plan for ‘social 

and other infrastructure which will sustain the city’s growth’. 

Draft Policy SD6 establishes that London’s varied town centres should be promoted and enhanced, to 

include a range of uses including social and community infrastructure. The drive for mixed use, high 

density intensification and, in particular, the support for development which delivers a mix of uses which 

would contribute to the social infrastructure in areas of maximum accessibility. 

The Group welcomes the ‘Town Centre First’ approach and the supporting clarification brought by Figure 

2.18, which clarifies that educational uses would be acceptable in district and major centres where 

footfall is high and accessibility greatest. 

Social Infrastructure and Co-Location  

The Group also wishes to specifically identify support for Draft Policy S1 which allows for the co-location 

of social uses (including rationalisation and sharing of facilities) and the promotion of locally led 

regeneration through Opportunity Area Planning Frameworks, Area Action Plans, Neighbourhood Plans 

or master plans. 

The co-location of social and community facilities is strongly supported. The Group does however 

support the co-location of social and community functions with other uses such as residential and 

commercial development and this should be made stronger. Whilst this approach is set out in supporting 

text at 5.2.8 it should be incorporated in to policy wording. Such an approach would enable the 
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development of active communities and ensure that developments are busy and thriving places to live, 

work and learn at all hours of the day.  

Policy consistency 

In light of the above, Part G of Draft Policy S1 provides an opportunity for educational institutions, such 

as UCG, to explore opportunities to invest in development proposals by releasing redundant land for 

redevelopment as other forms of social infrastructure.  

The co-location, consolidation and intensification of educational uses will present opportunities for 

institutional investment in other land uses of a higher priority, such as residential. UCG consider that this 

should be made clearer within the policy.  

This will create a significant opportunity to provide homes for Londoners whilst also generating income to 

be invested in further improvements to learning facilities for community or social use. However, there is 

an inherent policy conflict with other elements of the Draft Plan (for example Draft Policy S3). In this 

regard, the plan should be carefully considered to ensure that opportunities for creative development 

planning solutions are not precluded by default.  

Conclusions 

In conclusion, and on behalf of the United College Group, we set out strong support for emerging policy 

within the draft London Plan.  

Specifically, we support draft Policy E8 which highlights the role of education institutions, and the 

importance of continued learning and development. The Plan recognises the importance of further 

education, in bringing together the community and providing continued training and development for 

London’s population. UCG also express support for the principles of the ‘Good Growth’ agenda. 

The Group has highlighted through these representations that a significant opportunity is presented for 

the creation of new mixed-use proposals which co-locate social, education and community facilities with 

other land uses such as housing. In certain circumstances it is set out that creative planning solutions 

may result in policy conflict.  

The New London Plan should take a positive approach to any development proposals which safeguard 

existing institutions and contribute towards the creation of sustainable mixed communities and the 

delivery of priority land uses. 

The Group would welcome opportunity for further dialogue as the emerging policy progresses.  

Yours Sincerely 

Jonathan Bainbridge 

Associate, Planning 




