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Londonplan

From: Terry Nash 
Sent: 16 February 2018 16:17
To: Londonplan
Subject: Draft New London Plan

Dear Team, 
 
This input as made on behalf of the UK Rainwater Management Association (UKRMA), the members of which are 
engaged in the manufacture of goods, and provision of services, related to the management of surface water; the 
comments below all relate to Chapter-19 of the Draft Plan. 
 
Policy S15:           Water Infrastructure: 
 

1. This policy includes a mention of water re-use as one ingredient in meeting future water demands.  Unlike 
other aspects of the policy, however, subsequent narrative does not elaborate on this thought, leaving lack 
of clarity of the extent to which water re-use is encouraged by the Plan 

 
2. Recommendation:          It is recommended that two further brief narratives be inserted after the 

statements of Policy to explain how rainwater harvesting (RWH) and greywater recycling (GWR) fit into the 
overall water infrastructure picture. 

 
Policy SI 12:        Flood-risk management (FRM): 
 

3. This policy could be considered to take an overly narrow view of flood risk management, largely constrained 
by the political boundary of the GLA; the causes of floods in London will, of course, be partly defined by 
natural water-flows beyond political boundaries, which the Plan could briefly acknowledge. 

 
4. Recommendation:          It is recommended that this policy be introduced with narrative that acknowledges 

that the FRM of the Plan area sits within the context of the broader FRM of the Thames river basin and, in 
particular, any attenuated offline storage developed along catchment areas to meet agricultural 
requirements given predicted future drought risks. 

 
Policy SI 15:        SuDS: 
 

5. The UKRMA strongly supports harvesting surface water for re-use as the best way of managing surface 
water, particularly where it is used as part of a fully integrated RWH/SuDS approach; the link with Policy S15 
should also be emphasised.  As this aspect of the Policy is at odds with the national SuDS Standard (rightly, 
bearing in mind stresses on London water-supplies), the GLA might also wish to explore the merits of 
implementing Schedule-3 of the 2010 Flood & Water Management Act, in the London area. 

 
6. Recommendation:          It is recommended that this policy should be more clearly linked with Policy S15 

(and vice-versa), and associated narrative include future exploration of the implications of implementing 
Schedule-3 in the London area. 
 

Chapter-19 Overview: 
 

7. Although it may be convenient and clear to treat the above Policies silo-fashion, they would benefit from 
being brought together under a broader heading of “Surface-water Management”.  This would help set the 
scene for the Policies by setting-out the need to take an integrated approach to surface-water management, 
that takes into account future flood and drought risks, water-quality, and broader environmental and 
amenity needs.  Implementation of all surface-water management policies therefore need to be fully 
integrated. 
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The UKRMA would be pleased to provide specific,  draft brief text in all the above respects, if wished. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
 
Terry Nash 
Director - UKRMA 
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