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Leveson Report 

“… the defence the press uses … is that 
they are simply reflecting public unease 
– downplaying its role in creating and 

shaping that unease to begin with. 

It has done this in two ways – one 
general, one specific: 

a. The creation and sustainment of a 
climate of ridicule and humiliation. … 

b. Singling out individual transgender 
people and their families for 
sustained personal intrusion” 



Leveson Report 

On the basis of the evidence seen by the Inquiry, it is 
clear that there is a marked tendency in a section of 
the press to fail to treat members of the transgender 
and intersex communities with sufficient dignity and 

respect; and in instances where individuals are 
identified either expressly or by necessary 

implication perpetrate breaches of clause 12 of the 
Code. Parts of the tabloid press continue to seek to 

‘out’ transgender people notwithstanding its 
prohibition in the Editors’ Code. And parts of the 
tabloid press continue to refer to the transgender 

community in derogatory terms, holding 
transgender people up for ridicule, or denying the 
legitimacy of their condition. Although the Inquiry 
heard evidence that parts of the tabloid press had 

“raised [its] game in terms of transgender 
reporting”, the examples provided by TMW of 

stories from the last year demonstrate that the 
game needs to be raised significantly higher. 
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Post-Leveson 

Cross-party agreement for 
Royal Charter 

Press alternative 
Royal Charter 



Post-Leveson 



Post-Leveson 

What about the victims? 

“the Inquiry heard evidence that parts of 
the tabloid press had “raised [its] game in 
terms of transgender reporting” 
 
“Parts of the tabloid press continue to seek 
to ‘out’ transgender people 
notwithstanding its prohibition in the 
Editors’ Code.” 



Post-Leveson 



Post-Leveson 



Post-Leveson 

Press genuinely mended their ways? 

or just biding their time? 



Post-Leveson 

What the media (mainly) don’t cover 



Recent Events 



General Low-Level Coverage 

Confusion over pronouns: 
 
“But despite her feminine looks and 
curves…” 
“The 34C beauty is in fact the UK’s only 
transgender wrestler and, after months 
of training, is preparing to take on the 
men in her first wrestling matches…” 
“Drew-Ashlyn always felt there was 
something different about him as a 
young boy (left) and, after transitioning 
from man to woman in 2007, chose to 
pursue his dream of becoming a female 
wrestler” 



What can I do? 

Join Trans Media Watch 

Write to your MP about media coverage, 
same sex marriage, “sex by deception” and 

health-care issues 

Look for positive ways to engage with media 



Further Info 

www.transmediawatch.org 

@TransMediaWatch 

info@transmediawatch.org 

 

@Aurum_Boss 

tmw.helen@gmail.com 

http://www.transmediawatch.org/
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Questions? 


