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Green Belt 

The plan states that "the Green Belt should be protected from inappropriate development, 
that development proposals that would harm the Green Belt should be refused, that 
extension of the Green Belt will be supported, where appropriate and that de-designation will 
not be supported.  

The Enfield Society strongly supports these statements and welcomes the 
commitment to protect the Green Belt. In many outer London Boroughs the green belt is 
under pressure from development proposals and we believe that these statements will 
strength the power of local planning authorities to refuse development applications within the 
green belt. 

The Plan also states that "the enhancement of the Green Belt to provide appropriate multi-
functional uses for Londoners should be supported". While the Society supports recreational 
use of the Green Belt as this was one its original aims, any recreational development needs 
to be carefully planned so that it does not lead to creeping urbanisation of the Green Belt. 

We note that the Plan refers to the protection of Metropolitan Open Land and that as at 
present, desirable land swops of MOL can be agreed subject to the Mayor's approval. We 
support the protection of MOL. 

Transport  

Crossrail 2 creates two Development Opportunity Areas within Enfield - the Lee 
Valley/Meridian Water corridor and New Southgate. The Plan notes that these areas should 
developed in a way that fully captures the benefits of these transport improvements and 
thereby provide the stimulus for regeneration and broadening employment opportunities for 
existing communities in Edmonton and New Southgate. The Society believes that both 
developments are welcome. The Lee Valley corridor development must ensure that the open 
space corridor of the Lee Valley Regional Park is protected. In terms of the smaller New 
Southgate area, situated between the A406 (North Circular corridor) and New Southgate 
Station, plans must be co-ordinated with the current redevelopment of the Ladderswood 
Estate being carried out by Enfield Council. 

At New Southgate there is reference to the potential to deck over a small section of the 
North Circular immediately to the south of New Southgate Station and/or tunnel a section of 
the North Circular between New Southgate and Green Lanes. The Planning Framework 
should consider the benefits and viability of this option including the potential to unlock the 
delivery of new homes and jobs as well as complement other transport initiatives in the area 
and the wider environmental, health and public realm benefits. 
 

Town Centres 

Transport hubs are referred to in terms of both transport improvements and Town Centre 
plans. There is a clear proposal that significant development opportunities including new 



housing should take place within existing town centres by increasing density, building higher 
and making use of vacant and brownfield sites. The Society supports this approach, but 
considers that each town centre must be considered on its merits. The plan does not 
recognise that some town centres and transport hubs are also conservation areas or have 
valuable Listed Buildings that need protection from unsympathetic development. Southgate 
Circus and parts of Enfield Town are examples of areas that need protection from excessive 
and unsympathetic development. With regard to the height of new buildings this needs to be 
carefully controlled to prevent overshadowing and the creation of micro-climates in town 
centres - wind tunnels etc. 

The small sites policy is going to be very difficult to deliver for many outer London boroughs 
and they will struggle to deliver the targets. The Enfield Society strongly objects to the 
inclusion of the small sites policy. We do not think that it is appropriate for the London 
Plan, a strategic planning document, to have such a policy. Also of concern to Enfield is the 
presumption in favour of development of small sites (in the same Policy H2 Small sites). 
Ideally each 
borough should develop a 'design code' to set out the acceptable types of small 
site development in their area. 

The Society considers that development opportunities related to low rise supermarket sites, 
surface car parks and large single storey buildings should be explored for mixed use 
developments rather than the focus on 'small sites' and brownfield sites that to a large extent 
have already been considered for development . While transport hubs are seen as being 
well connected locations, in many cases east-west journeys in North London and the links 
between various transport modes require improvement. The difficulties relating to bus 
interchange and two disconnected railway stations in Enfield Town is one example of 
deficiencies in a 'transport hub'. In Town Centres as in suburban areas, the Society has 
concern that the reference to 'small development sites' will lead to a loss of back gardens 
and small green spaces.  

Other issues 

The Plan proposes additional planning protection for Public Houses. This is a current 
concern in Enfield and the Society has been pressing Enfield Council to develop a Pubs 
Protection policy. The proposals for the protection of community public houses are  in 
the Plan are welcomed. 

The Plan proposes that with the development of small housing sites, developers should also 
be expected to provide a proportion of affordable homes as is the case with larger 
developments. This is welcomed, but each site needs to be considered on its merits and in 
some cases (e.g. conservation areas) this may need to be reviewed in terms of 'affordable 
housing being provided on another site. 

The confirmation of minimum space standards for new housing set out in Policy 3.5 'Quality 
and design of housing developments' is welcomed. This will allow all developments that are 
being submitted for planning approval and are below these standards to be refused. 

The plan does not highlight the important environmental benefits of many suburban areas 
where good sized gardens provide valuable wildlife refuges and  green corridors between 
the green belt and the inner London Boroughs, although this is recognised in terms of 
waterways.  
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