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Dear Sir/Madam 

NEW LONDON PLAN REPRESENTATION – BRITISH LIBRARY 

I am writing on behalf of The British Library in response to the Draft London Plan (dated December 2017) 

Consultation, which is being held until 2nd March 2018. 

This formal representation has been prepared with consideration to the British Library’s landholdings in the 

London Borough of Camden. This includes the British Library itself and also the land to the north of the Library. 

Our representations in relation to policies and supporting text which are of direct relevance to the Library are 

set out in the order in which they appear in the Draft London Plan (DLP) below.  

Policy GG1 – Building strong and inclusive communities 

The British Library fully support this policy. In particular, it is considered vitally important that London continues 

to generate a wide range of economic and other opportunities, provide access to good quality services and 

create places which foster a sense of belonging and community ownership.  

Policy GG2 – Making the best use of land  

Whilst Parts A and B of this policy are supported in the context of ensuring that the best use of land, (especially 

brownfield land), it is considered that reference should also be made to the provision of learning and research 

space in appropriate locations within London, as well as all the other important land uses already referenced 

within this DLP policy.  

This addition will accurately reflect the supporting text of the policy, which seeks to ensure communities are 

provided with a wide range of services and facilities. 

Policy GG5 – Growing a good economy 

This policy is fully supported and notably coincides with the proposed addition to policy CG2 (above), with a 

specific reference in Part E to ensure continuous growth of London’s reputation as an international city for 

innovation, research and learning. 

This is vitally important to the Library itself and also future potential development opportunities to the north of 

the Library, to ensure that the culture for research and learning can continue to be accommodated in what is 

a nationally and internationally important facility within the heart of central London.   
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Crossrail 2 – Paragraphs 2.1.19 and 2.1.21 

The British Library supports the principle of Crossrail 2 and recognises the connectivity and growth benefits it 

potentially provides to Londoners and the UK as a whole. We have specific concerns relating to the proposed 

routing of Crossrail 2 underneath the Library’s building at St Pancras, and related issues of station construction, 

which are the subject of current discussion and engagement with Crossrail 2. In this context, we would 

emphasise more generally the importance of alignment with other strategic infrastructural developments 

planned for London. The current drafting puts the onus on local planning frameworks to respond to CR2 but 

we would advocate for a more collaborative sentiment in which CR2 actively responds to opportunities along 

the route to transform public realm for Londoners. This is essential if CR2’s strategic potential is to be fully 

realised for Londoners. 

Greater certainty in relation to the implementation of Crossrail 2 and how this interrelates with other wider 
planning matters, such as MCIL2 should be provided. Improved clarity will assist with the timescales of 
developing potential redevelopment sites all along the Crossrail 2 route and prevent delays to important 
regeneration schemes as a result of uncertainty around the technical aspects of the delivery of this nationally 
strategic infrastructure project. 

Central London/Euston – Paragraphs 2.1.66-2.1.67 

The British Library as a major landowner in this area fully support the opportunity for enhancements and 

improvements to the expanding knowledge quarter in the area, which comprises strengths in Life Sciences 

and Tech Industries.  

Whilst the Library itself falls in-between the Opportunity Areas of Euston and Kings Cross, the regeneration 

initiatives are supported and opportunities to strengthen these sectors listed, are considered a key part of the 

development in the area and will contribute to the wider strategic policies for good growth in the City. 

The Library is very keen to ensure that, as a key stakeholder in this part of the London Borough of Camden, 

that it is directly involved in detailed discussions in the context of the wider planning of this part of the City. In 

particular, it is interested in any new proposals for a Crossrail 2 interchange. 

Policy SD5 – Offices, other strategic functions and residential development in the Central Activities 

Zone (CAZ) 

This policy is supported and the British Library fully agree with Part A of the policy, that residential development 

should not compromise the strategic functions of the CAZ, given that this is one of the most connected places 

offering a range of services and opportunities for wider growth, not just for offices but also for other uses related 

to research and development, innovation and learning.  

Policy D1 – London’s form and characteristics  

Utilising land efficiently through optimising density, connectivity and land use patterns, is an important point to 

emphasise when considering existing and future development within London (A1).  

In addition, the need for development design to respond to local context is particularly important (B1). Whilst 

this does relate to the physical characteristics of a site, it should also relate carefully to existing land uses and 

functions adjacent to proposed development to ensure that the design responds carefully to local context.  

Policy D6 – Optimising housing density 

Whilst it is acknowledged that there is a need to optimise housing density on sites in London, to support and 

sustain growth in the City, it is considered that this policy should clarify that this is only appropriate and 

applicable to sites suitable for residential development. There are many other sites to be developed in London, 

which would be best served being developed for other uses outside of the residential use class.   
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Policy H4 – Meanwhile use  

The proposal for meanwhile uses on sites waiting for longer term development is supported. However, it is 

considered that this should not be restricted to just sites for ‘housing’, which are awaiting longer term 

development.  

It is suggested that this policy and supporting text should be reconsidered to allow the potential for meanwhile 

uses to be provided on other development sites. This could be in addition to this policy, or might be better 

served in a part of the DLP which is not specifically related to housing.   

Policy S3 – Education and childcare facilities   

The focus of this policy to promote a sufficient supply of education facilities to offer educational choice for both 

adults and children is fully supported. Education and learning is vitally important to London, as it is anywhere 

else in the UK and reaffirming this in the DLP is a welcome inclusion.  

Policy E8 – Sector growth opportunities and clusters  

This policy is fully supported, in particular the specific recognition to London as a location for research and 

development and emphasis on global leadership in tech across all sectors and encouragement of innovation 

is considered to have great importance. 

Any future developments within London, that emphasise these attributes should be strongly supported by 

planning policy at the local and London level and provide a clear scope for the potential of ambitious 

development projects of this nature to be realised.  

Policy HC1 – Heritage conservation and growth 

The British Library itself is a Grade I listed building and other landholdings are within proximity to the Kings 

Cross/St Pancras Conservation Area and therefore, this policy is considered to have significant importance to 

the Library.  

It is fully acknowledged that development proposals affecting heritage assets and their setting requires careful 

consideration. However, it is still vitally important to ensure that a positive emphasis is placed upon any 

associated or neighbouring development, by integrating heritage considerations early on in the design process. 

Ensuring progress can be made both within and adjacent to existing heritage assets will ensure that they 

remain well used and relevant for many years to come.   

Policy T3 – Transport capacity, connectivity and safeguarding  

Whilst it is acknowledged that there is a requirement to identify and safeguard new sites on route alignments, 

as this will enable future growth to emerge, it is important that infrastructure projects do not unnecessarily 

prevent or stall other worthy development schemes coming forward.  

Positive planning is required to ensure that all necessary and appropriate projects can come forward without 

causing any delay to other schemes. This should be reflected in the wording of this policy, to ensure that there 

is an emphasis on progress for both the important strategic infrastructure projects and the land that they directly 

impact upon.  

As set out above, it is noted that Crossrail 2 is a priority for the DLP and the principle of this is supported, 

however, it is important that clarity and certainty is provided for this project to ensure that there are no 

unnecessary delays to important regeneration schemes along its proposed route.   
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Conclusion 

We trust that the above comments will be taken into account when considering the next stage of the London 

Plan. The British Library would welcome the opportunity to discuss in further detail any specific policies that 

affect its landholdings and should the GLA wish to discuss any of the above comments or any wider strategic 

issues in the Euston/Kings Cross/St Pancras areas we would be happy to engage directly before the next 

iteration of the London Plan.  

In the meantime, I would be grateful if you could confirm receipt of the attached submission to either myself or 

my colleague Ruby Wilkinson at the above address.  

Yours Faithfully 

Alister Henderson 

Partner  

mailto:Alister.henderson@carterjonas.co.uk

