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Introduction 

Save Hackney Wick was founded to protect the artistic and creative communities of Hackney 
Wick / Fish Island as change happens all around. 

These comments are written against a background of the current gradual undermining of 
the creative cluster that developed in Hackney Wick Fish Island before the Olympics, when it 
became known as one of the highest concentrations of artists in Europe. 

Low cost space is disappearing as new development appears and is not being replaced; no 
monitoring of the loss of space has occurred; no up-to-date inventories have been carried 
out.  

The infrastructure provided by clusters of artists and small businesses working in the same 
area had not been acknowledged, or the way that this feeds into larger enterprises, such as 
the V&A Museum, which proposes to establish itself in the Olympic Park. 

These are our comments on the Draft London Plan in relation to these issues. 

We would like the chance to talk further about these issues in person. 

Housing 

We think Live Work Space should be part of the London Plan’s policies on Housing and be 
acknowledged as contributing to the affordability of both housing and work space. Where 
affordable studios are provided in some areas, such as Hackney Wick Fish Island, it will still 
be necessary to find housing that is  almost certainly far away from where studios are 
located.  

The co-location of work and living space is a key aspect of the success of an area like 
Hackney Wick Fish Island, fostering social contact, efficiency, the sharing and protection of 
resources.  

Good management is the key to successful live-work space, ensuring that the spaces are 
used as they should be. 

The Economy 

POLICY E2 

Low-cost business space is welcome, but we believe it is vital to define ways to protect 
existing low-cost space.  

mailto:info@savehackneywick.org


Policy E3 

Affordable workspace is welcome but again existing low-cost workspace should be 
protected.  

Heritage Culture 

POLICY HC1 

There should be a broader scope for the definition and understanding of heritage, which 
includes social and cultural heritage. In Hackney Wick Fish Island the area has developed a 
distinct character, which is not reflected solely in its buildings but in the way the buildings 
are occupied by people.  

POLICY HC5 Supporting London’s culture and creative industries 

Broadly support this policy. 

A1) Support cultural venues “where appropriate”. What makes the support of a venue 
appropriate or not should be qualified.  

A4) Pop-ups risk exploiting creative businesses by giving them an uncertain, temporary basis 
in which to operate and moving them on once development arrives. We believe the 
reasoning behind pop-ups should be explained and that small enterprises should be seen as 
a more serious part of the future of an area, not just add-ons for developers, which is 
commonly the case, for example Clarnico Quay in Hackney Wick.  

A5) Existing cultural venues etc should be assessed and protected as part of any Opportunity 
Area, not just new venues.  

Importantly, Opportunity Areas need to be subject to Social Impact Assessments (we 
support relevant comments by others including Just Space, on Opportunity Areas), which 
would first measure the community and cultural spaces in an area, establishing whether 
they should be preserved in that area as part of its redevelopment.  

In addition: 

The protection of Assets of Community Value should be added into the policy text, since 
these are places that have gained a recognised status.     

B We support Creative Enterprise Zones 

(ends) 



 
 


