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Re Draft Policy S1 Developing London’s Social Infrastructure and also draft Policy HC7 
Protecting Public Houses. 
 
 
This representation is made on behalf of the residents of Corney Reach, Chiswick in relation to draft 
Policy S1 Developing London’s Social Infrastructure and also draft Policy HC7 Protecting Public Houses. 
 
The existing National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) sets out at paragraphs 69 onwards, under the 
heading of “8. Promoting Heathy Communities”, policies which properly recognise the importance of 
social cohesion in the promotion of health in communities and take a broad approach (exampled in 
paragraph 70) that planning decisions  should plan positively for a range of uses including meeting 
places, cultural buildings, public houses, etc, with a view to enhancing the sustainability of 
communities and residential environments. 
 
Similarly, paragraph 69 underlies the importance of opportunities for meetings between members of 
communities who otherwise do not come into contact with each other.  S1 and HC7 together are too 
narrowly drawn and do not encompass the broad ambit envisaged in the NPPF and also the current 
London Plan in the section London’s Living Spaces and Places where, for example, it emphasises at 
7.4A the importance of social cohesion  . 
 
Social Cohesion is the links between people, the greater the number of links the greater the Social 
Capital. Knowing your neighbours socially in London is extremely important, as social isolation is 
commonplace.  It creates and strengthens: social network; safety nets; sharing of duties and 
neighbourliness.  The sense of community/belonging is a basic human need so making people happier resulting 
in making it easier for people to help each other and less likely to have arguments.   
 
A community comes together through a common interest, in this case where they live. It stays together 
through strong social relationships/links which are achieved by sharing experiences, often at an event but 
usually over a drink or a meal. A local social meeting place is therefore a requirement, without it, the area 
will become sterile and social isolation ensue.  The London Plan should promote and protect facilities 
that provide the opportunity for neighbours/communities to meet/socialise over a drink and whilst the 
offering of pubs is changing, should not be too prescriptive. 
 
It should also be recognised that there are many different types of drinking establishments or 
continental style cafes which are in fact a hybrid of class A3 and A4 of the Town and Country Planning 
Use Classes Order 1987 .The proposed protection in HC7 should not be limited to public houses but it 
should also encompass all premises which operate as a class A4 drinking establishment use or class 
A3/A4 mixed use or where there is a substantial ancillary A4 element to overall use or indeed, where 
the premises themselves are the main meeting place for the area which might be lacking in places to 
socialise.  Also, whilst the reference to Assets of Community Value is understood, the text should 
make it clear that ACV is only one form of providing protection and that the London Plan policies sit 
alongside the ACV protections and is not dependent on it. 
 
Policy S1 at paragraph 5.1.1 which purports to protect social infrastructure is much too narrow in its 
reference to what is included in social infrastructure and this should be brought in line with the above 
submission and brought more in line with the broad approach in the current London Plan.   
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For and on Behalf of the Residents of the Corney Reach Estate, Chiswick 
 
Diana Claridge 
Chair 
Corney Reach Estate Management Company 
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