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Respace Projects’ Draft London Plan response 
Chapter 5: Social infrastructure  
 
 
ReSpace Projects is a not-for-profit Community Benefit Society that is developing a system based 
on wasted resources, which can be used to make more efficient use of empty spaces. This has 
positive social and environmental benefits and has a positive impact on local and wider 
communities. ReSpace Projects have partnered with the London Waste and Recycling Board on 
their Route Map to a circular economy, and their impact report from pilot project, Hive Dalston is 
due for release next week.  
 
Please direct enquiries to: Fleur Disney, Director, ReSpace Projects. Email: 

fleur@respaceprojects.org 

 

www.respaceprojects.org 

 

Further details can be found on the CEL website at www.respaceprojects.org  

 
 
Introduction 
 
We’re pleased to see the ambition of the draft London Plan, and have been impressed by the 
commitment of the GLA teams. City Hall clearly understands the need to better engage with 
community groups; Building long-term relationships facilitates more open dialogue about complex 
and sometimes sensitive issues, which tends to result in more constructive consultation. 
 
Whilst we appreciate that the scale of the plan in the current context presents competing priorities, 
the need to recognise the value of community spaces cannot be over-emphasised: London is at a 
critical point in history. 
 
The loss of community legacy, such as libraries, heritage buildings, parks and pubs, due to the 
prominence of financial rather than social capital, will be condemned by future generations. Worse 
still, is the potential damage to social cohesion, public health and the economy, that occurs when 
people no longer have space to meet, learn, play, eat and create.  
 
The respace system of ‘holistic regeneration’ is a temporary solution to wider issues such as 
recycling, food waste and access to affordable space. It is a collaboration between local authorities, 
landlords, developers, community groups and businesses, which offers a practical, street-level and 
low cost method to begin the process of developing a circular economy. 
 
We support the response from our colleagues, Just Space. Specifically, the following principles will 
be essential to help develop the functional, healthy and low impact city to which we and the draft 
London Plan both aspire. We therefore passionately advise that the following principles are included 
in Policy S1 A – F. 



 

• Recognise the irreplaceability and uniqueness of many community spaces and look after 
them for future generations as part of a continuing legacy 
 

• Access to and the value of community spaces is not based on business plans and income 
generation but on the social value of the community space and its contribution to health and 
well-being, inclusion, integration, empowerment and poverty reduction 

 

• Social infrastructure and community spaces are essential to the achievement of lifetime 
neighbourhoods in which services and amenities are accessible and affordable to everyone, 
now and for future generations, and provide space for social co-operation and mutual aid 

 
 

• Valuing and resourcing community-centred knowledge and creativity for the contribution this 
can make to policy discussions and a whole system approach to community engagement 
across the GLA. 
 

• The tool of Social Impact Assessment to gather evidence of community assets, including 
social infrastructure, with a methodology that ensures local community networks are fully 
involved through a collaborative relationship with the Boroughs and GLA.  See Just Space 
Towards a Community Led Plan for London, chapter on Social Impact Assessments. 

 
 
ReSpace Projects ‘asks’ to the Mayor: 
 

- We would like the Mayor to support and promote an addition to planning legislation, which 
would enable the more flexible use of empty spaces on a meanwhile basis. This would 
effectively cut ‘red tape’ which often constricts such initiatives as the Hive Dalston. It would 
legitimise a system that received cross-party support at the ReSpace Mayoral Hustings in 
2016. Labour representative, Tom Copley has been long-term supporter of our projects.  

 
- We would like to see the above principles included in Policy S1 A – F 

 
- Identify and support developers and businesses who contribute to the community and share 

resources, reducing waste through initiatives such as ours. 



ReSpace Projects comments

Page: Policy GG2 Making the best use of land

Section: 1.2.1

To make the most efficient use of land, the Mayor should also be working in collaboration with groups such as ReSpace Projects, who work 
with owners of empty buildings, commuity groups and councils to open up community facilities on a temporary basis. Their sites use materials 
and resources that would otherwise have gone to landfill, and make better use of wasted spaces. Their pilot project, the Hive Dalston was 
hugely successful; driven by volunteers alone, the project hosted over 25,000 people and was celebrated by groups as diverse as grass roots 
activists and Assembly Members at City Hall.

@HiveDalston

@ReSpaceProjects

Page: Policy S1 Developing London's social infrastructure

Section: N/A

We’re pleased to see the ambition of the draft London Plan, and have been impressed by the commitment of the GLA teams. City Hall clearly 
understands the need to better engage with community groups; Building long-term relationships facilitates more open dialogue about complex 
and sometimes sensitive issues, which tends to result in more constructive consultation.

https://wwwtest.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/planning/london-plan/new-london-plan/draft-new-london-plan/chapter-1-planning-london-s-future-good-growth-policies/policy-gg2-making-best
https://wwwtest.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/planning/london-plan/new-london-plan/draft-new-london-plan/chapter-1-planning-london-s-future-good-growth-policies/policy-gg2-making-best#r-1.2.1
https://wwwtest.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/planning/london-plan/new-london-plan/draft-new-london-plan/chapter-5-social-infrastructure/policy-s1-developing-londons-social


Whilst we appreciate that the scale of the plan in the current context presents competing priorities, the need to recognise the value of 
community spaces cannot be over-emphasised: London is at a critical point in history.

The loss of community legacy, such as libraries, heritage buildings, parks and pubs, due to the prominence of financial rather than social 
capital, will be condemned by future generations. Worse still, is the potential damage to social cohesion, public health and the economy, that 
occurs when people no longer have space to meet, learn, play, eat and create.

The respace system of ‘holistic regeneration’ is a temporary solution to wider issues such as recycling, food waste and access to affordable 
space. It is a collaboration between local authorities, landlords, developers, community groups and businesses, which offers a practical, street-
level and low cost method to begin the process of developing a circular economy.

We support the response from our colleagues, Just Space. Specifically, the following principles will be essential to help develop the functional, 
healthy and low impact city to which we and the draft London Plan both aspire. We therefore passionately advise that the following principles 
are included in Policy S1 A – F.

Recognise the irreplaceability and uniqueness of many community spaces and look after them for future generations as part of a 
continuing legacy

Access to and the value of community spaces is not based on business plans and income generation but on the social value of the 
community space and its contribution to health and well-being, inclusion, integration, empowerment and poverty reduction

Social infrastructure and community spaces are essential to the achievement of lifetime neighbourhoods in which services and 
amenities are accessible and affordable to everyone, now and for future generations, and provide space for social co-operation and 
mutual aid

Valuing and resourcing community-centred knowledge and creativity for the contribution this can make to policy discussions and a whole 
system approach to community engagement across the GLA.

The tool of Social Impact Assessment to gather evidence of community assets, including social infrastructure, with a methodology that 
ensures local community networks are fully involved through a collaborative relationship with the Boroughs and GLA.  See Just Space 
Towards a Community Led Plan for London, chapter on Social Impact Assessments.



ReSpace Projects ‘asks’ to the Mayor:

We would like the Mayor to support and promote an addition to planning legislation, which would enable the more flexible use of empty 
spaces on a meanwhile basis. This would effectively cut ‘red tape’ which often constricts such initiatives as the Hive Dalston. It would 
legitimise a system that received cross-party support at the ReSpace Mayoral Hustings in 2016. Labour representative, Tom Copley has 
been long-term supporter of our projects.

We would like to see the above principles included in Policy S1 A – F

Identify and support developers and businesses who contribute to the community and share resources, reducing waste through 
initiatives such as ours.

Page: Multi-policy response

Section: N/A

Full comments - see attachment

https://wwwtest.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/planning/london-plan/new-london-plan/draft-new-london-plan/multi-policy-response
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