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Dear Mr Mayor 

  
As chairman of the Purley & Woodcote Residents’ Association (PWRA), I 

would like to respond, on behalf of the Association, to some of the 
proposals in the New London Plan and their effect on Purley (which is in 

the south of the London Borough of Croydon) as follows:- 
-        Removal of back garden protection 

In Purley existing policies have successfully protected much garden land 
from development. It would, therefore, be a retrograde step to remove 

this protection. We believe that the loss of back gardens has a huge 
impact both on Purley’s green and leafy character and its biodiversity.  As 

such existing policy should be reinstated to maintain the current level of 
protection for back gardens. 

  
-        Removal of the density matrix 

The PWRA would like the density matrix to be re-instated to ensure that 
new development suits local character and is at an appropriate level for 

the surrounding area – a major concern for Purley residents.  The 
guidance now being proposed will, we believe, allow site developments in 

Purley which will not be suitable for or respect the area’s character. 
  
-        Removal of family home targets 

The New London Plan makes insufficient provision for new three or four 

bedroom family homes -especially as it is proposed that the 36% family 
homes target is to be removed from the draft Housing Strategy.  As a 

result there will be no policy to encourage family homes – a very 
retrograde step. 

  
The PWRA believes that it is essential that there is a realistic target for 

family homes in Purley.  Without this developers will build smaller, 
cheaper housing units, which will not provide sustainable communities for 

the future. 
  

If poor living conditions for future families are to be avoided the proposed 
London Plan should be reviewed to ensure that the correct quantities of 

family housing are provided.  Policies that promote never ending blocks of 

one and two bedroom flats, which are unsuitable as family housing, but 



meet housing targets should be resisted.  Family housing is desperately 

needed in Purley and other parts of Croydon.  
  
-        Reduction in parking standards 

It is impractical to make many types of new development without parking 
facilities. Politicians and developers should be aware that cars/vans – and 

hence parking - are essential to enable many residents of 
social/affordable housing (such as shift workers, medical staff, police 

officers, firefighters and service engineers with company vans etc). The 

parking targets in the current London Plan are already stringent and 
should not be made even more restrictive. 
-        Increase in housing targets. 

The new housing target of 64,935 homes per year has led to a dramatic 
increase in the 10 year housing targets.  Croydon’s target has been 

increased from 14348 to 29490. In comparison Bromley have been 
increased from 6413 to 14240 and Sutton from 3626 to 9390. These 

targets have recently been subject to scrutiny and found to be sound by 

the Planning Inspector. These are the targets that should, therefore, be 
incorporated in to the New London Plan. 

  
Over the last few years Croydon has successfully met challenging housing 

supply targets – now the availability of suitable brownfield sites in Purley 
and other parts of the borough is becoming increasingly difficult. It should 

be noted that adjoining London boroughs such as Sutton and Bromley 
have produced far less housing than Croydon.  Surely it is time that these 

and other outer London boroughs are set more stringent housing targets 
to take some of the burden from Croydon. 

  
I have every confidence Mr Mayor that you will seriously consider 

the points raised above and re-consider the policy areas 
mentioned.  Otherwise the proposed policy changes will have a 

devastating effect on Purley through the replacement of existing 

family housing with blocks of flats with little or no parking 
provision, causing a huge impact in the existing character of the 

area. 
  

Yours sincerely 
  

Phil Reed 
Chairman 

Purley & Woodcote Residents’ Association 
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