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BY EMAIL 

Dear Mr Khan, 

DRAFT LONDON PLAN CONSULTATION – DECEMBER 2017 

WRITTEN REPRESENTATIONS ON BEHALF OF THE NORTH LONDON COLLEGIATE SCHOOL 

Iceni Projects Limited (‘Iceni’) are appointed by the North London Collegiate School (‘NLCS’) to 
provide strategic town planning advice in relation to its site located at Canons Drive, Edgware within 
the administrative area of the London Borough of Harrow (‘Harrow Council’).  NLCS is a top 
independent day school for girls aged 4-18.  Founded in 1850, it occupies a 12-hectare site, which sits 
within the Canons Park Registered Park and Garden and is also designated as Metropolitan Open 
Land (‘MOL’).  Due to these planning designations, NLCS has an active interest in the formulation of 
strategic planning policy in London.  Accordingly, the following sets out a response on behalf of NLCS 
to the Draft London Plan consultation document.  

a. Chapter 5 – Social Infrastructure

Draft Policy S3 – Education and childcare facilities 

Draft Policy S3 seeks to ensure that there is a sufficient supply of good quality education and childcare 
facilities to meet demand and offer educational choice in the London boroughs.  Whilst NLCS supports 
the Mayor’s aspiration for education facilities as set out in Draft Policy S3; it is essential that the London 
Plan also facilities the growth and development of independent schools across London, which in many 
cases have much larger pupil catchment areas which do not always facilitate travel by walking or 
cycling (as required by Draft Policy S3B2).   

NLCS is also supportive of the aspiration of Draft Policy S3 to maximise the extended or multiple use 
of educational facilities for community or recreational use; an approach which is already at the core of 
the NLCS site at Canons Park.  However, in order to enhance this offer further through ‘appropriate 
design measures’ as the draft London Plan suggests, NLCS requests that the Mayor and the boroughs 
positively engage on design solutions for challenging sites such as NLCS in order to achieve the wider 
strategic objectives of Draft Policy S3.  Please refer to the commentary below on Draft Policy G3 which 
elaborates further on this point. 

It is also important that Draft Policy S3 recognises the practical constraints of offering the use of 
educational facilities to the community for leisure and recreation, alongside the requirement to 
safeguard pupils who may be affected by such use.  Accordingly, Policy S3 should be drafted to 
acknowledge this constraint and assess suitability of wider use by the community on a site by site 
basis. 
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b. Chapter 8 – Green Infrastructure

Draft Policy G3 – Metropolitan Open Land 

Draft Policy G3 sets out the Mayor’s position on Metropolitan Open Land (‘MOL’).  The policy affords 
protection from ‘inappropriate development’ and establishes a position whereby development 
proposals that are considered ‘harmful’ to MOL and should be refused.  As drafted, Policy G3 only 
facilitates amendments to the boundary of borough MOLs through the borough’s Local Plan process 
in consultation with the Mayor.  Ultimately Draft Policy G3 seeks to apply the principles of national 
Green Belt policy to MOL in London.  

NLCS welcomes the supporting text to Draft Policy G3 at para. 8.3.2 which allows for the principle of 
land swaps on MOL sites in cases where the resulting MOL meets at least one of the criteria set out 
in Draft Policy G3d.  However, NLCS wish to stress that in scenarios such as its site at Canons Park, 
there are exceptional circumstances driven by curricular needs and educational demands which 
require sensitive development within MOL sites beyond that of an appropriate land swap.  For 
example, and in the case of NLCS, the future growth, development and innovation of a nationally and 
internationally recognised performing school is constrained by the restrictions associated with MOL 
planning policy.  Ultimately, the constraint proposed by Draft Policy G3d is a barrier to achieving the 
strategic educational aspirations as set out in Draft Policy S3B, 1-10 and is restricting the growth of a 
highly performing school in London.  

NLCS therefore respectively asks the Mayor to consider appropriate and more flexible wording 
within Draft Policy G3d which allows for sensitive development in MOL where very special 
circumstances can be presented, and the development assists in supporting wider educational 
objectives around growth and innovation driven by curriculum demand.   

c. Summary

Thank you for providing our client with the opportunity to formally respond to the draft planning policies 
proposed within the Draft London Plan.  We trust that this feedback is helpful at this stage.  GLA 
Officers should note that NLCS will soon be engaging the GLA on its wider development aspirations 
for the site.  In the meantime, we request that Iceni, on behalf of our client NLCS are kept informed of 
future progress and timescales associated with the preparation of the new London Plan.  If you require 
anything further at this stage, then please do not hesitate to contact Iceni (sscott@iceniprojects.com) 
or NLCS direct (mclarkson@nlcs.org.uk).  

Yours sincerely, 

Jayme McArthur 
DIRECTOR 

cc. Michael Clarkson – North London Collegiate School 
Andrew Gale – Iceni Projects 
Sandy Scott – Iceni Project  
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