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Draft London Plan – Musicians’ Union response 
 

 
1. The Musicians' Union (MU) was established in 1893 and represents over 

30,000 musicians working in all sectors and genres of music, a third of whom 
are London Region members. As well as negotiating on behalf of its members 
with all the major employers in the industry, the MU offers a range of services 
tailored for the self-employed by providing assistance for professional and 
student musicians of all ages.  
 

2. The Musicians’ Union supports and endorses the submission made by UK 

Music. We do however wish to make our own comments in support of the 

Draft London Plan and with some comments specific to working musicians. 

 

The MU welcomes the following polices in the draft London Plan: 
 
1. Policy D12 Agent of Change and Policy D13 Noise 
 
The MU is delighted that the Agent of Change principle is being adopted, protecting 
existing businesses such as live music venues. Developers will have to take into 
account live music venues and their needs to ensure that any residential 
development will not be adversely effected, whilst at the same time protecting the 
existing business. This will, however, only be as effective as its implementation. 
Established noise generating venues have to remain viable and able to continue and 
grow without unreasonable restrictions being placed on them. The live music scene 
is a vital part of London’s economy and the developer paying for soundproofing for 
the existing noise-generating venues could make a key difference to whether the 
venue thrives or fails.  
 
2. Policy HC5 Supporting London’s Creative Industries 
 
The MU welcomes the identification of the need to recognise and support London’s 
creative industries and the introduction of Creative Enterprise Zones. In terms of 
addressing issues of affordability, business rates is an area in which direct action can 
be taken.  Cutting business rates would help to level the playing field with other 
cultural organisations and with competitors in other European countries where the 
average support for music venues is 42% of venues’ income (the highest being 
France at 60%). London venues have faced increases in business rates by up to 
200% as well as increased pressures from local authority licencing plans. It is 
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important that these venues are given the necessary support in order to ensure that 
London’s live music scene is able to grow and so that we don’t lose acts to Europe 
where venues are generally of much higher quality. Musicians’ fees are not enough 
to sustain a developing career and without some relief for the venues engaging them 
this will not improve. 
 
As part of the creation of Creative Enterprise Zones we would also like to see the 
introduction of dedicated Musicians’ Loading Zones. Please see the attached “MU 
Proposal for London Boroughs to allow specific loading and unloading provision for 
Musicians and DJs working in music venues”. Similar successful schemes already 
operate in Seattle; Nashville; Austin, Texas and Yarra City in Victoria Australia. With 
gig fees already being so low, the risk of financial penalties for any necessary loading 
or unloading of equipment can make playing at certain venues economically unviable 
for a gigging musician. 
 
We are also pleased to see a consideration of the value of pop-ups to a local area’s 
cultural offering, rather than them just being considered for retail space as they often 
are. A successful example of this is Sound Lounge who were evicted from their 
Tooting venue last year by overseas developers buying the land. The venue had 
served the local community as a not-for-profit arts and live music space, which also 
provided free family workshops, charity events, art exhibitions and a soup kitchen for 
the homeless. They have since worked with Merton Council to re-open at a pop-up 
venue in Wimbledon. 
 
 
3. Policy HC6 Supporting the Night-time Economy  
MU Consultation response already submitted. 
 
4. Policy HC7 Protecting public houses: 
 
The MU welcomes Policy HC7 and the encouragement of a positive approach to 
designating pubs as Assets of Community Value. The closure of pubs can be 
damaging to local communities and economies particularly when the community or 
cultural offering of the venue is not replaced. London has lost too many pubs that 
served as vibrant grass-roots music venues to property developers over the years. 
Many musicians start out by playing in pubs. These types of small grassroots venues 
continue to be the industry entry point for most emerging musicians and London’s 
role in incubating talent has made it potentially the most successful city in the world 
at developing new music.  
 
We are also pleased that the unique nature of some pubs to certain groups such as 
the LGBT+ community has been recognised and we hope will factor into the 
decisions of planning and licensing departments as and when such venues are put 
under threat.  
 
As entry prices to pub gigs are usually low or often free this provides a valuable 
opportunity to build local audiences and give inclusive access to culture. These gigs 
can also attract audiences from further afield who put money into the local economy 
on those evenings by visiting other local restaurants, shops etc.  
 

 

 




