
  

MERTON PARK WARD RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION 
 
 
 

  

Sadiq Khan, The Mayor of London 
New London Plan, 2.3.2018 
GLA City Hall, 
London Plan Team, 
Post Point 18, 
FREPOST RT JC-XBZZ-GJKZ 
London  
SE1 2AA 

Dear Mayor Khan, 

The Draft London Plan 2018  – Consultation. 

The Merton Park Ward Residents’ Association (MPWRA) was founded in 1990.  It has 450 households in 
membership and sponsors three Independent councillors on Merton council. 

We write concerning the 10 Year targets for housing completions contained in Chapter 4 H1, Tables 4.1 and 
4.2. 

In a report accepted by full council on 7th February 2018, Merton stated it is “seeking a housing target that is 
challenging but genuinely deliverable”.  MPWRA endorses this aim, and looks to the available evidence to 
decide what is a realistic, deliverable target. 

The evidence from the last ten years is that Merton has exceeded its housing targets under the  existing 
London Plan, but not by much – 486 units pa. against the current target of 411: 

Year Homes Built Target 

2007/08 435 370 

2008/09 774 370 

2009/10 338 370 

2010/11 357 320 

2011/12 453 320 

2012/13 478 320 

2013/14 440 320 

2014/15 459 320 

2015/16 688 411 

2016/17 434 411 

In recent years a number of these homes have been delivered as “prior approval” office-to-home 
permissions, which the Mayor is (rightly) proposing to end – 43 units completed in 2014/15, 387 in 2015/16 
and 149 in 2016/17.  Adjusting for these reduces the average number of units delivered to 428 pa. 



The proposed target for Merton of 1328 units pa. more than triples the number actually built in each of the 
last ten years. 

Looking at the decade ahead, there are ambitious plans for the regeneration of Morden town centre (1800 
new homes), while the Merton Estates Regeneration Programme will deliver 1375 net new homes across 
three estates.  But both programmes will take more than 10 years to build out, and will provide little more 
than two years supply against the uprated new targets.  

We strongly object to the 223% increase in our Borough’s target (the highest for any London borough) and 
believe that it is unachievable. 

Paragraph 4.2.5 in H1 envisages incremental intensification of existing residential areas within PTALs 3 – 6 or 
within 800 metres of a tube station, rail station or a town centre boundary.  Straight distance is a blunt 
instrument when gauging the suitability of sites for intensification, because pedestrian access to transport 
hubs will vary considerably; some are accessible from both sides, others from one side only.  These variations 
are reflected in the PTAL ratings which provide a more sensitive indicator of site development potential than 
straight distance.  Identification of sites for intensification should take into account their PTAL ratings rather 
than distance.  But applications for intensification of residential use must always be subject to full planning 
permission. 

Paragraph 4.2.5 further states “.. the emphasis of decision making should change from preserving what is 
there at the moment towards encouraging and facilitating the delivery of well designed additional housing 
to meet London’s needs” which implies that additional housing can only be delivered if the character of the 
neighbourhood is to change.  We reject this “either/or” forced choice between old and new, since we believe 
new development will be most successful where it respects the character of the existing neighbourhood and 
its architectural context.  Suggested re-wording: “the emphasis of decision making should seek to encourage 
and facilitate the delivery of well designed additional housing as it evolves to reflect the character of the 
existing neighbourhood”  

In our own Merton Park Ward, much of its street pattern was laid out by the famous John Innes to form what 
he believed would be the first garden suburb.  Our local parks and the size of residential gardens reflect this 
and form part of the intended character of the area (alongside the fine architecture). 

Paragraph 4.2.7. in H1 states “Special attention will be required within Conservation Areas to ensure that 
increased housing provision is accommodated in a way that also complements and enhances the area, 
taking into account conservation area character appraisals and management plans.”  We would like you to 
add: “Characteristics of acknowledged importance to a Conservation Area should always be preserved.”  
Other Conservation Areas which may not have management plans will nevertheless have similar specific 
characteristics that need the protection of this additional sentence. 

Yours sincerely 

Hubert Child Cllr Edward Foley Cllr John Sargeant Cllr Peter Southgate 
Chairman MPWRA Merton Park Ward Merton Park Ward Merton Park Ward 




