
 
 

Mayor’s Older People’s Advisory Forum 

 

 1 

Minutes 

 

Wednesday 12 February 2014, 2-4pm, Committee Room 4.1E, City Hall 

 
 
Attendees  
Terry Day, Chair 
Ellen Lebethe, London Older People’s Strategies Group 
Gordon Deuchars, Age UK London 
Lynn Strother, Greater London Forum for Older People 
Jon Pushkin, London Older People’s Advisory Group 
Mohamed Lodhi Khan, Policy and Research Institute on Ageing and Ethnicity 
Stacey Halls, Open Door London 
 
In attendance 
Dr Asran Khan, Basaira Elderly Centre  
James Tate, Public Engagement Manager, Mayor’s Office for Policing and 
Crime 
Richard Blakeway, Deputy Mayor for Housing, Land and Property, GLA 
Sue Johnson, GLA 
 
Absent and apologies 
Dot Gibson, National Pensioners Convention Greater London Region 
Geoff Pope, CAB 
George Clerk, London Minority Ethnic Elders project 
Ian Winter, Department of Health, London 
Mervyn Kohler, Age UK 
Michael Borio, IndependentAge 
Nabilla Stelter, GLA 
Nicola Humberstone, Association of Greater London Older Women 
Pat Prendergast, London Irish Elders 
Russell Taylor, Department for Work and Pensions 
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Item Minutes Actions 

1 Minutes and Matters Arising  

  
The minutes of last meeting, which took place on 7 
June 2013, were agreed as a true record. 
 

 

 Economic Contribution of Older Londoners report 
The report was launched by the Deputy Mayor of 
London, Victoria Borwick, at the Positive Ageing in 
London’s “Supporting Older People’s Contributions” 
event on 17 October 2013. It was also the focus of 
the London Older People’s Assembly, which took 
place on 21 November.  
 
The launch was supported by a GLA press release 
and received significant publicity, both on the day and 
subsequently.  
 
The group would like information about the publicity 
received and the impact of the report. 

1.1 Members 
will be 
provided with a 
report on the 
media 
coverage and 
impact.  

  
The GLA offered to host a meeting, with interested 
parties, to look at how next to make use of the report 
and its findings. Ellen Lebethe, Gordon Deuchars, 
Lynn Strother, Jon Pushkin wish to attend.  

 
1.2 Sue 
Johnson will 
convene a 
meeting  

  
UK Advisory Forum on Ageing (UKAFA) meetings 
Ellen Lebethe attended the UKAFA meetings held on 
12 June, 25 September and 26 November 2013. The 
minutes of the meetings have been circulated to 
Forum members. 
 

 

2 Chair’s Updates 

 Know Your Rights Campaign 
This year’s campaign aims to help reduce the number 
of older Londoners living in poverty by raising 
awareness of Pension Credit and other benefits to 
which they may be entitled. It was launched in 
January and is expected to run until the end of April.  
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 The campaign has been publicised though channels 
such as free newspapers, GP surgeries, libraries, 
Citizen Advice Bureaux and faith groups. New ideas 
for reaching people are welcome.   
 

Using refuse collectors to deliver leaflets was 
suggested. 
 

2.1 Members 
to suggest new 
ideas for 
publicising the 
campaign. 

 

Digital Inclusion Strategy 
The GLA is developing a Digital Inclusion Strategy 
and will be contacting Forum members for their views 
on how the Mayor might help support digital inclusion. 

2.2 Members 
to provide their 
views on how 
the Mayor 
might help 
support digital 
inclusion. 
 

3 Relationship between the Mayor’s Older People’s Advisory 
Forum, the UK Advisory Forum on Ageing and Positive Ageing in 
London  
 

 

The forum discussed the future relationship between 
the Mayor’s Older People’s Advisory Forum 
(MOPAF), the UKAFA and Positive Ageing in London 
(PAiL) in the light of changes over the last few years.  
 
It agreed to 

3.1 The chair 
will write to the 
chair of PAiL 
to inform him 
of these 
changes 

 

 the role of the London Regional Forum of UKAFA 
being passed over to PAiL 

 PAiL taking responsibility for appointing both the 
London representative on UKAFA and their deputy 

 these appointments being made by election 
through PAiL’s membership 

 MOPAF becoming a member of PAiL 

 the chair of LOPSG representing MOPAF on PAiL 

 MOPAF amending its Terms of Reference to 
reflect the agreed changes. 

 

 
3.2 Sue will 
revise 
MOPAF’s 
terms of 
reference.   
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4 Consultation on the Mayor’s draft revised London Housing 
Strategy, 
Ric Blakeway, Deputy Mayor for Housing, Land and Property 
 

 Ric Blakeway presented relevant elements of the 
draft London Housing strategy. 
 

 

 Members posed the following questions 

 Would mixed tenures in town centres mean people 
will be moved from one community to another? 

 There are targets for the supply of housing but not 
for specialised housing. Why is this? 

 What is being done to help older people stay in 
their own homes when their needs or 
circumstances change? 

 Is there a pan-London alarm scheme? 

 Are there opportunities for providing community 
facilities for older people to get together with other 
people? 

 People have gone into sheltered housing schemes 
on the basis of a warden being provided, but the 
warden has then been withdrawn. Should 24 hour 
wardens be brought back in? 

 

 

 Members made the following comments 

 Applying for housing and participating in the 
Housing Moves scheme expect people to apply 
on-line, making it difficult for older people who do 
not have or use computers.  

 Housing services providers can overlook the 
needs of some older people, for example older 
lesbians and gay men, as well as bisexual and 
trans people (LGBT). 

 LGBT people can feel discriminated, for example, 
in supported housing situations. 

 Open Doors studies show that LGBT people want 
different options, some want to live with other 
LGBT people, some in mixed communities. 

 Many older people do not have visitors.  
 
Jon Pushkin mentioned that some schemes provide 
floating support, who visit older people. 
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 Ric Blakeway provided the following responses. 
 
It is up to individuals to decide if and where they want 
to move to. The Seaside and Countryside Homes 
scheme has three thousand people on its waiting list.  
 
The strategy has targets for all new homes to be built 
to Lifetimes Homes standards and for 10 per cent to 
be wheelchair accessible. The Further Alterations to 
the London Plan has targets on supported housing. 
Provided these are agreed, they could then go into 
the Housing Strategy. 
 
The Mayor has limited powers with regard to helping 
people stay in their own homes. He has, though, 
provided between £2-3 million to some social 
landlords to help adapt older peoples’ homes. The 
private sector and the boroughs need to think about 
incorporating tele-care and tele-health into their 
housing stock.  
 
The provision of wardens is also, unfortunately, 
beyond the Mayor’s remit. 
 
As well as helping people to stay in their own homes, 
we also need to help people move before there is a 
health or other crisis.  
 
With land being a premium, planning gain is one of 
the few options for developing community facilities.  
 

 

 The consultation closing date is 17 February. 4.1 Members 
to submit any 
further 
comments on 
the draft 
housing 
strategy by 17 
February. 
 



 
 

- 6 - 

Item Minutes Actions 

5 

Consultation on Mayor’s Office for Policing and Crime’s Hate 
Crime Reduction Strategy 
James Tate, Public Engagement Manager, Mayor’s Office for Policing 
and Crime 

 James Tate presented the outline proposals being 
considered for the Hate Crime Reduction Strategy. It 
will focus on prevention, protection and prosecution 
and will acknowledge that hate crime affects different 
groups in different ways. 
 
There will be an on-line survey on the strategy. 
 

5.1 
Presentation to 
be circulated 
to members. 

 Members asked the following questions 

 Is abusing someone because of their age included 
as a hate crime? 

 Is the MPS developing their strategy in conjunction 
with MOPAC’s? 

 An on-line survey will exclude some people. How 
will the views of people who are not on-line be 
obtained? 

 Could MOPAC take a lead on adopting a definition 
that includes abuse against older people? 

 Is the strategy only looking at MOPAC and the 
MPS, or will it cover other agencies? 

 

 

 Members made the following comments 

 It is difficult to explain to people why hate crime 
only covers the current categories  

 Manchester has widened its definition of hate 
crime to include crimes against older people. 

  

 

 James Tate provided the following responses 

 There is a national debate taking place on whether 
the hate crime definition should be broadened 

 MPS’s and MOPAC’s strategies will complement 
each other. 

 MOPAC are aware of the accessibility issues and 
preferences and will consider these 

 The new Police and Crime system enables 
MOPAC to address the broader criminal justice 
system, not just the police.  

 

5.2 The Forum 
will ask 
MOPAC to 
consider 
adopting a 
definition that 
includes abuse 
against older 
people. 
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6 AOB  

 Some members’ software does not support the 
Foundry Form Sans font. This makes it difficult for 
them to print out Forum meeting documents.   
 

6.1 Forum 
documents to 
use a universal 
font. 

 The Forum was informed that the Age Action Alliance 
has started a Creative Arts group. 

 

  
Concern was expressed about expectations that older 
people should do voluntary work.  
 
 

 
6.2 This issue 
will be picked 
up by the 
Economic 
Contribution of 
Older 
Londoners 
working group. 
 

7 Date of next meeting  

 The next meeting will take place, dependent on 
emergent policy issues and the availability of the 
relevant Mayoral advisor. 

Sue Johnson 
to confirm date 

 


