
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
This email and the attachment hereto constitutes the formal submission by the Highams Park 
Planning Group (HPPG) to the consultation on the draft London Plan 
 
By way of background, HPPG was formally designated by Waltham Forest Council (“LBWF”) as the 
Neighbourhood Forum for the Highams Park Area in July 2014 under the provisions of the Localism 
Act of 2011. HPPG is preparing a neighbourhood plan (“the HP Plan”) for the Highams Park Area 
based on our extensive consultations with local residents over the past three years.  To this effect, in 
July 2017 we submitted a draft of the formal submission document of the Plan to planning officers at 
LBWF for their review prior to submitting the plan for inspection and subsequent referendum by 
residents in the HP Plan area.  
 
After careful consideration, HPPG wishes to formally submit the latest draft of the emergent HP Plan 
as its response to the formal consultation on the draft London Plan.  The HP Plan has been created 
with a high level of resident involvement throughout and can be taken as an accurate reflection of 
their wishes and, given HPPG’s status as the Neighbourhood Development Forum, the HP Plan 
should be considered as a material consideration when changes to the London Plan that may affect 
the Highams Park Area are tabled.  
 
Furthermore the Highams Park Plan has been specifically designed not to contradict the existing 
Local Plan of Waltham Forest or the London Plan.  Where the proposed revisions to the overarching 
London Plan cause a conflict with the Highams Park Plan, the consultation should take it that the 
residents of Highams Park disagree with such changes and that to proceed with the changes would 
be to ignore their wishes by forcing a change to the HP Plan.  
 
We would state in the strongest terms that we regard protection of London's suburban housing and 
town centres as being of paramount importance.  By paramount we mean more important than 
building extra homes other than on brownfield sites. Residents have also strongly indicated they 
consider the protection of the area's green spaces to be of paramount importance.  Consequently, 
the HP Plan considers that housing growth should be focused on the areas already designated in the 
existing London and Local Plans and that Highams Park should not become a growth hub.  
 
We should also like to express our view that the draft London Plan does not conform with the 
National Planning Policy Framework as it fails to  recognise sufficiently the role of neighbourhood 
plans in town planning and the role which they should have in setting and fulfilling the London Plan's 
objectives.  
 
The Draft London Plan's objectives for "good growth" depend on effective and early community 
engagement in development choices. As demonstrated in the HP Plan, by virtue of their local 
knowledge and depth of community engagement neighbourhood plans can effectively identify 
appropriate development sites and bring forward development including design codes and character 
assessments at local level and their input should be given more prominence in creating the 
overarching London Plan.  
  
Please confirm receipt of this email and that our representations will be included in your 
deliberations when you are revising the London Plan. 
 
Gordon Turpin 
Chair - Highams Park Planning Group 
 


