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As a general comment, we support the comments submitted by Neighbourhood 

Planners.London and agree that the London Plan throughout fails to acknowledge the input 

of neighbourhood planning.    

The Hampstead Neighbourhood Plan has now passed the examination stage and we are 

looking for a referendum following the local elections in May.  We are discouraged that the 

London Plan fails to acknowledge our efforts and those of others who have worked tirelessly 

to produce neighbourhood plans for their areas. 

We hope that the comments put forward by London’s neighbour planning umbrella 

organisation will be adopted and will not be repeating them here. 

Housing 

Policy H2 is inconsistent with the NPPF, particularly paragraphs 238-134.  The “presumption 

in favour” of small housing developments within 800m of a tube station, rail station or town 

centre boundary would include most of the Hampstead Forum area and yet our area consists 

almost entirely of conservation areas with hundreds of listed and non-listed heritage assets. 

Furthermore, the local authority has not designated our area as one of potential growth 

because of the poor transport connectivity even though served by both underground and 

overground stations. 

Metropolitan Open Land: Policy G3 

Much of the Forum area consists of Metropolitan Open Land (Hampstead Heath).  We are 

concerned that G3 would lessen the protection of MOL.  All new development within MOL, 

with few exceptions, is inappropriate.  MOL under national planning policy should be given 

the highest level of protection and boundaries altered only in exceptional circumstances as 

outlined in paragraph 83 of the NPPF. 

Tall Buildings: Policy D8 

Tall buildings as the plan acknowledges can have a significant detrimental impact on local 

character and furthermore, “high density does not need to imply high rise”.  Tall buildings can 

generate a host of problems including loss of light, overshadowing, wind tunnels, loss of 

views, and so forth.  Mid-rise and low-built buildings should be preferred if they can be shown 

to deliver the same density. 
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