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Gerard Burgess

From: Friends of Wimbledon Town Centre <friends@wimbledontowncentre.com>
Sent: 01 March 2018 10:10
To: Londonplan
Subject: Draft new London Plan

I write on behalf of Friends of Wimbledon Town Centre Ltd.  We are a non party-political, not for profit 
community organisation dependent on voluntary contributions. 
 
We have over 950 subscribers.  On their behalf I submit the following response to the Mayor's 
consultation on the draft New London Plan. 
 

1. The plan places excessive emphasis on NATIONAL infrastructure projects as conditions for London's 
development.  London needs to plan independently of projects such as Crossrail 2 and HS2, for which it will 
be totally dependent on the priorities and wavering of national government.  The current quasi-
moratorium on Crossrail 2 comes as a great relief to most of the Friends of Wimbledon Town 
Centre and at the same time demonstrates amply the need to make plans for London that are 
more modest in scale and deliverable at a more local level. 

2. Crossrail 2 threatens Wimbledon Town Centre (which is, immediately beyond the commercial activity of the 
central main street, a residential area) with pollution, destruction and despair for many years.  We urge 
the Mayor to join our fight for a better deal for Wimbledon from Crossrail 2. 

3. Air quality is vitally important to health and welfare and we support any initiatives that represent a 
rigorous enforcement of anti-pollution measures. 

4. We submit that Neighbourhood Planning is a vitally important aspect of delivering change and development 
that is appropriate and that retains a human scale.  The Mayor should give greater emphasis to 
Neighbourhood Planning as a way of responding to his greatest challenges. 

5. Neighbourhood Planning provides for the involvement of local people in local developments.  It therefore 
encourages  trust in local Council and London Assembly officers and elected members by providing 
local people with the opportunity to give the views and their consent. 

6. Policies GG2 and H2 (Good Growth and Housing Policies) should place more emphasis on the importance of 
Neighbourhood Plans for the identification of small development sites. 

7. Neighbourhood Plans have succeeded in identifying small sites in the 100+ London communities 
where the Plans are being developed.  This success will make a significant contribution to the 
delivery of necessary housing and other development.  This is another indication of the importance 
of the Neighbourhood Plan as a process and as an instrument, and therefore another reason why 
the Mayor should give greater prominence to it in the New London Plan. 

 
 
Gay Bennett-Powell 
Secretary, Friends of Wimbledon Town Centre 
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Friends of Wimbledon Town Centre Ltd 
Company number 10227045, registered in England and Wales 
Registered address:  Vestry Hall,  336-338 London Road, Mitcham CR4 3UD 
 
Visit our website at http://www.wimbledontowncentre.com 
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