
Dear Sirs, 
  
The Commercial Boat Operators Association (CBOA) represents water freight carriage by barge on 
the UK's inland and estuarial waterways and is accepted by the Government as the representative 
industry body. 

CBOA is aware of the estimate given that London’s roads will have insufficient capacity for 
passenger, freight and delivery purposes in 5 years time, with the increase in London’s population 
and so the increasing need for freight and delivery transport.  To this end it is vital that more 
emphasis is put on using the available rail and water transport options; the latter with the canals and 
navigable rivers. 

Whilst housing is important, it is vital that water side land and premises that have the potential for 
water freight or delivery purposes is not used for housing.  This land category must be kept for 
future use for delivery and freight.  This is especially true for canal and river side wharves, which 
must be protected.  It would be false forward planning policy to deny future use of land for much 
needed freight or delivery operations because of housing development which could be sited 
elsewhere without causing this potential transport infrastructure loss. 

CBOA fully agrees with the statements in Policies T1, T3, T7, SI10 where use of water transport, land 
availability for waterside access for freight/deliveries, wharf protection and modal shift to water is 
mentioned.  However the wording, in particular the use of the verb ‘should’ where these policies are 
concerned, is not seen as being strong enough or sufficiently binding. 

This is on two counts:- 

1.       It can be easily ignored and reasons easily found and quoted for not using water transport 

2.       There needs to be more direction, perhaps centrally, to insist that the water transport 
option is not only investigated but actually put into operation.  If simply left to market 
forces, it will not happen.  In our experience over many years, water transport is very rarely 
used if there is no form of coercion to use it.  This is true for both the construction industry 
and other delivery or small freight operations.  Also, local authorities are sometimes wary of 
being too dictating about use of water transport – they need support to advocate it. 

The Draft London Transport Plan 

The Draft London Transport Plan (Page 42) states that as well as “dedicated distribution centres, 
such as the one in Regent Street, but others may ‘pop up’ for short periods of the day in car parks, 
from a freight vehicle parked on the street or from a barge moored at a wharf.”   

This demonstrates the need for and the protection of both wharves and places where road access is 
possible to canals and rivers, thus supporting the London Plan.  The Draft London Transport Plan also 
mentions (Page 41) the need for “increasing the proportion of freight moved on London’s 
waterways.” 

  

I trust that this is self explanatory, but please contact me if you require further information. 

  

Yours faithfully, 

Richard Horne. 
Commercial Boat Operators Association (CBOA) 
 



Policy T1 Strategic approach to transport 

B. All development should make the most effective use of land, reflecting its connectivity and 

accessibility by existing and future public transport, walking and cycling routes, and ensure that any 

impacts on London’s transport networks and supporting infrastructure are mitigated. 

10.1.3 The Mayor will work with partners to minimise servicing and delivery trips on the road network 

including through consolidation. He will promote efficient and sustainable essential 

freight functions, including by road, rail, water and, for shorter distances, bicycle. 

Policy T3 Transport capacity, connectivity and safeguarding 

B. Development Plans and development decisions should ensure the provision of sufficient and 

suitably-located land for the development of the current and expanded public and active transport 

system to serve London’s needs, including by: 

1. safeguarding existing land and buildings used for transport or support functions (unless 

alternative facilities are provided to the satisfaction of relevant strategic transport authorities and 

service providers that enable existing transport operations to be maintained and expanded if 

necessary) 

Policy T7 Freight and servicing 

C. Wharves and railheads involved in the distribution of aggregates should be safeguarded in line with 

Policy SI9 Safeguarded waste sites, Policy SI10 Aggregates and Policy SI5 Water infrastructure. 

E. Development proposals for new consolidation and distribution facilities should be supported 

provided that they: 

1.  deliver mode shift from road to rail or water without adversely impacting passenger services 

(existing or planned) and without generating significant increases in street-based movements 

4.  enable sustainable last-mile movements, including by cycle and electric vehicle. 

10.7.4 When planning freight movements, development proposals should demonstrate through 

Construction Logistics Plans and Delivery and Servicing Plans that all reasonable endeavours have 

been taken towards the use of non-road vehicle modes. Where rail and water freight facilities are 

available, Transport for London’s freight tools should be used when developing the site’s freight 

strategy. 

Policy SI10 Aggregates 

D. To reduce the environmental impact of aggregates, Development Plans should: 

2.  safeguard wharves and/or railheads with existing or potential capacity for aggregate distribution 

and/or processing to minimise the movement of aggregates by road and maximise the movement 

of aggregates by sustainable modes. 

 

 

 

Policy SI5 Water infrastructure.  (Has nothing to do with water transport!) 

https://www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/planning/london-plan/new-london-plan/draft-new-london-plan/london-plan/chapter-10-transport/policy-t7-freight-and-servicing#r-10.7.4
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