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Q: We wish to deliver a revenue-based skills project that has no capital output, can funding be 
made available for this? 
A: The Skills for Londoners Capital Fund is predominantly capital funding and must be used to 
deliver a capital output. No funding is available to deliver solely revenue-based skills projects.  
 
Q: Our application encompasses an Institute of Technology (IoT), but the Department of 
Education programme for IoTs has been delayed to after the General Election. Should we 
submit an Expression of Interest in this application round? 
A: We are asking that Expressions of Interest seeking funding support for IoTs from the Skills 
for Londoners Capital Fund are not prepared and submitted for the 12th June 2017 
deadline.  Instead, we ask that those intending to apply for IoT funding support please provide 
a statement of intent by the deadline of 12th June, and where possible provide an indication of 
the amount of funding which is likely to be requested. This will assist in our planning of future 
rounds and applicants should be assured that non-submission of an Expression of Interest in 
this round does not preclude the applicant applying for funding in future rounds. Expressions of 
Interest for other capital support (non-IoT related) are still invited for the deadline of 12th 
June. 
 
Q: We are looking to apply for funding in the 2019/20 financial year, do we need to submit an 
Expression of Interest by the 12 June 2017? If we do not, will we be excluded from applying for 
funding in future? 
A: It is not necessary to submit an Expression of Interest at this stage, though we welcome an 
early discussion regarding the proposal to understand the project scope and requirements. A 
second funding opportunity will be launched in the summer of 2018, which will be open to all 
eligible parties. Applications that are not successful in securing funding in the first round may 
apply to later rounds. 
 
Q: Is the LEAP looking for proposals which are for transformational buildings and equipment 
applications or will they accept proposals for investment with more of a maintenance focus? 
A: The LEAP have expressed a preference to see innovative bids which respond to the priorities 
as set out in the Prospectus. These bids are likely to score more favourably than those with 
more of a maintenance focus. This does not mean that maintenance bids providing they 
represent capitalisable investment will be precluded from applying, and applicants may wish to 
consider the small projects and equipment bidding process for applications of less than 
£200,000 which will be launched in June 2017. 
 
Q: How should applicants package a suite of proposals which deliver against broader aims? 
A: This will depend on the scale and scope of the proposal, however, each package of proposals 
should deliver tangible and measurable outputs and outcomes. Each proposal should be able to 
be delivered in isolation and not depend upon future receipt of funding from the LEAP. 
 
Q: Our proposal is for a large scale project which would be difficult to deliver over a period of 
two years. Will this mean that our application will be excluded? 
A: It is expected that projects are delivered over a two-year period. In some circumstances a 
longer delivery timeline will be considered. 
 
Q: How will applications with softer outcomes be judged against those that deliver 
qualifications and employment outcomes? 
A: We understand that some applications will deliver outcomes that are harder to measure. In 
such instances, we ask applicants to provide quantitative and qualitative assessment of the 
benefits of the proposals and also to propose how outcomes will be measured at the evaluation 
of the project.  



 
Q: How do we apply for development support funding? 
A: Details on how to apply for development support funding and the application forms will be 
available in August 2017. 
 
Q: How do we apply for Small Project and Equipment funding? 
A: Details on how to apply for Small Project and Equipment funding and the application forms 
will be available in June 2017. 
 
Q: Will the leadership and governance of the delivery body be tested at application? 
A: The leadership and governance of the delivery body and the capacity to deliver the proposed 
project will be tested at the full application stage.  
 
Q: What level of contingency funding is acceptable to the GLA? 
A: This will depend on the scope of the project and we leave it to the applicant to determine 
the adequate level of contingency for their project. Justification for the level of contingency 
must be provided with the full application. The GLA will receive advice from independent cost 
consultants at the full application stage at which point any concerns will be discussed and the 
applicant may be required to revise the contingency budget. Please be aware that there is no 
guarantee that an enhanced contingency budget will be met with GLA funding. 
 
Q: Are we precluded from seeking funding from other GLA sources? 
A: No, applications are not precluded from seeking funding from other GLA sources. Applicants 
who wish to apply for other sources of GLA funding will only be considered for approval if the 
proposal can meet the required outputs and outcomes of the funding source. These outputs 
and outcomes will differ from the outputs required to be approved for Skills for Londoners 
Capital funding, and careful monitoring will be required by the applicant to ensure that the 
project monitoring measures are adequate for all funding streams. 

 
Updates from 26 May 2017; 
 
Q: Who can apply? 
A: Please refer to page 28 of the prospectus for applicant eligibility requirements. 
 
Q: Are we required to provide evidence of the matching fund at the EOI stage?  
A: No, though it would be useful to understand the proposed or potential source of match and 
if the match funding has already been secured. 
 
Q: Section 10 refers to the upload of an 'estate strategy', can you please clarify what this is.  
A: The estate strategy refers to the provider’s strategic plan for managing its estate over a set 
period (often 10 years from the plan’s collation). In general, the strategy is developed to 
support the strategic objectives of the provider and ensures that the provider’s estate remains 
fit for purpose and space is used efficiently. The Expression of Interest form requests that an 
Estates Strategy is provided, should this be available. If no Estates Strategy is available, then 
wider estate plans should be briefly described elsewhere in the form. 
 
 
Q. Will our eligibility be affected if a lease is held in the name of a whole owned sister company 
within the group who in itself is not eligible for ESFA funding? 
A: This scenario does not affect your eligibility for funding so long as you as the applicant are 
eligible against the criteria demonstrated on page 28 of the prospectus and the application 
clearly sets out that the provision is . The application should also detail the relationship and 



security of the provision, i.e. that the sub-lease is for a sufficient period (i.e. more than 10 
years) to ensure value for money and enable the forecasted outputs and outcomes to be 
realised.  
Please also be aware that the funding is capital only and as such must be capitalisable in the 
company accounts, which may not be possible for rent payments. 
 
Q: Do we already need a BREEAM certificate when applying with the EoI? 
A: No, a BREEAM certificate is not necessary for the EoI application, though it would be 
prudent to consider how the BREEAM rating will be achieved by the scheme. 
 
Q: Are we required to included detail plans/drawing for the proposed works 
A: We would expect to see architectural proposals with relevant drawings and documentation 
developed to RIBA Stage 1 at the Expression of Interest stage, more details are available on 
page 18 of the prospectus. The architecture brief, photos, designs, drawings, plans and 
elevations, relevant urban strategies and master plans should be submitted with the Full 
Application if the application is approved to progress to this stage. 
 

 
Updates from 31 May 2017; 
 
Q: Is leasing of property eligible within this fund? If so are there any legal parameters to be 
considered under a lease?  
A: Acquisition of property via a lease is eligible within the fund, so long as the lease is a finance 
lease and can be capitalised in the company accounts and is for a period of at least 10 years to 
enable the forecasted outputs and outcomes to be realised. 
             
 
Updates from 7 June 2017; 
 
Q: Can charities apply? 
A: Applicants need to be on the Register of Training Organisations and hold an ESFA funding 
contract. For more information please refer to page 28 of the prospectus for eligibility 
requirements.  
 

Q; Will there be future rounds of this funding? 
A: We expect to run a further bidding round which will open for applications in summer of 
2018.  If you were to submit an Expression of Interest for 12th June deadline which is not 
shortlisted or not successful this would not prevent you or disadvantage you in submitting 
an application in a future round. 
 
We will be opening an application process for small project and equipment funding (grant 
requests of between £25 and £200k) at the end of June, this month. 
 
Q: It is noted that the development funding pot is £1.5million with a maximum of 100k per 
referral. Does this development funding of up to 100k require matched funding?  
A: As yet we have not set the parameters for applications to the development support funding; 
however we intend to be flexible according to need, recognising that we are providing funding 
where organisations will struggle to meet the costs of developing a full project application.  
We anticipate making more information about this funding available in August this year.  
 
Q: What baseline data should be used in section 4 of the EOI form? 



A: Please use baseline data relating to the specific skills provision for which the application 
relates.  
 
Q: In the second half of the data request including improvements in teaching and education –
what kind of quantitative data should be included? 
A: We are looking for a qualitative description of the change. If you are also able to quantify 
the changes this is helpful, but not necessary.    
 
Q: As it is still unclear around IoTs, if an EOI is not submitted in time for the deadline of 12th 
June, can a project re-join the application process in September?  
A: The Department for Education has indicated that further information on their Institutes of 
Technology programme is now not likely to be available until after the General Election. As 
such, we are asking that Expressions of Interest seeking funding support for IoTs from the Skills 
for Londoners Capital Fund are not prepared and submitted for the 12th June deadline. Instead 
we ask that those intending to apply for IoT funding support, please provide a statement of 
intent by the deadline of 12th June, and where possible provide an indication of the total 
capital cost requirement to deliver the IoT. This will assist in our planning of future rounds.  
We will invite Expressions of Interest for IoT funding support once central Government has launched 
their programme. 
Expressions of Interest for other capital support (non-IoT related) are still invited for the deadline of 
12th June. 

 
Q: Is there a template (format required) for the ‘statement of intent’ for IoT funding or a 
minimum of information that you want to be included in this statement? 
A: There is no template format and this will not be assessed. We are just looking for any high 
level details that can be provided at this stage to get a sense of the call on funding. 
 
Q: Should a statement of intent only be submitted by a higher education institution? Or can 
this be submitted by a company interested in establishing a cooperation with an education 
institution? 
A: It would be helpful if the Statement of Intent can explain the partners involved in the 
proposal and can be submitted from a company.  
 
Q: In the prospectus for the Skills for Londoners Capital Investment Fund it suggests (p.34) that 
expressions of interest should include architectural proposals with relevant drawings developed 
to RIBA Stage 1 or beyond. How should plans and visualisations be incorporated into the 
expression of interest? 
A: Please provide these alongside the Expression of Interest form and please provide any 
explanation at section 5. 
 
Q: When will the Development Fund be open? 
A: The Development fund will open in August 2017. Further information will be made available 
on our website closer to the time. 
 
Q: Is it necessary to provide the statement on state aid compliance at expression of interest stage or 
would it be sufficient to identify the fact that legal advice is being sort and from whom?  
A: We require confirmation of state aid compliance as described in the Prospectus prior to funding 
being awarded. 
It is sufficient to identify that legal advice is sought, and alongside this please explain according to 
your understanding how you expect the project to be state aid compliant. 
 
 


