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“The point is clear: London has critical 
and intensifying problems. …. 
Divested of a governemnt of its own 
and suffering year after year of 
punitive rate capping from Downing 
Street, it’s on a downwards spiral of 
infrastructural and human problems 
that will be hard to halt”  
 
Roy Porter, London: A Social History,  1994 



Source: Greater London Authority 

Greater London’s population 1801-2011 
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Graph showing rise of housing costs relative to incomes? 

Source: GLA 

Ratio of mean house price to estimated median 
earnings in London, 1969-2014 



Source: Centre for London, Running on Fumes 

Change in total borough expenditure, 2010/11-15/16 



London’s charitable sector has reported contracting 
resources 

51% reported a 
reduction in funding 

30% had 
made staff 
redundant 

27% had 
closed 

services 

23% 
expected to 

close 
services 

82% had seen 
an increase in 

demand 

53% used 
their free 

reserves to 
cover 

running 
costs 

28% had 
more than 3 

months 
expenditure 

in free 
reserves 

Source: The Big Squeeze, LVSC (figures for 2012-13) 



Source: Resolution Foundation  

Change in earnings and house prices in city regions, 
2009-15 



Absolute change in net nominal wealth (£) of households by 
decile, 2006-12 

Source: Centre for 
London, Housing 
and Inequality in 
London 



Source: Centre 
for London, 
Housing and 
Inequality in 
London 

Change in rate of households claiming means-tested 
benefits, 2001-13 



Economic activity of 16-24 year olds in London, 2011 

Source: ONS 

Number Percentage 
Students 539,778 53.6 

Economically inactive 377,292 37.4 

Employed 110,377 11.0 

Unemployed 52,109 5.2 

Employee 301,094 29.9 
Part time 75,482 7.5 

Full time 225,612 22.4 

Self employed 31,778 3.2 
Does not work or study 134,850 13.4 

Unemployed 70,871 7.0 

Looking after home or family 24,857 2.5 

Long term sick or disabled 8,384 0.8 

Other 30,738 3.1 



London’s changing age profile, 1999-2014 

Source: ONS 

Age group London UK 

0 to 9 +23% +6% 

10 to 17 +10% -3% 

18 to 24 +8% +20% 

25 to 35 +21% -2% 

36 to 45 +24% +2% 

46 to 65 +30% +20% 

65+ +8% +23% 



Source: Centre for 
London, 
Continental Capital 

Occupation profile of EEA-born workers in 
London and UK 



London’s recorded offences and crime rates 
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London England Source: Cabinet Office, 
Community Life Survey 

Percentage agreeing their local area is a place where people 
from different backgrounds get on well together 
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London England

Volunteering and donating to charity in London, 2010/11-15/16 

Source: Cabinet Office, 
Community Life Survey 



THANK YOU 
 

Please sign up for our newsletter at: 
www.centreforlondon.org 

 
Please follow us on Twitter at: 

@CentreforLondon 
 

Linkedin.com/centre-for-london 
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