
Skills for London Capital Fund 
Questions and Answers 

 

 
1. The invitation to submit a Full Application stated that all bids remain competitive 

at this stage. Does this mean that any expenditure undertaken by an applicant is 
undertaken at risk until funding is awarded? 
Yes 

 

2. Conversely, where an applicant is unsuccessful, is the applicant expected a to carry 
the cost of any expenditure (design and other professional fees, planning costs etc) 
undertaken?  
Yes, unfortunately we have extremely limited revenue funds and cannot take the risk 
of abortive costs 

 

3. Where an applicant may have extraordinary (operational) financial circumstances, 
is there any support that could be provided to meet the costs and/or offset or 
share the risk?  
While we are sympathetic to the costs incurred by applicants, unfortunately we have 
extremely limited revenue funds and cannot take the risk of abortive costs.  
 

4. When will projects be able to draw down grant funding?  
 
Unless in exceptional circumstances, the LEAP / GLA will not release any funding against 
project costs until a scheme and any associated enabling development has received full 

planning consent. Planning consent is defined as the achievement of a decision on all 
relevant detailed planning applications (generally subject to reserved matters or conditions 
although this remains at the GLA’s total discretion to consider these as material to risk in 

deciding whether to release funding).  
 

5. To what extent can the moderation and a decision on funding allocation take place 
when planning is not in place (nor been applied for)?  
 
The GLA will not accept claims for funding until the scheme and any enabling 
development is fully consented, however a funding agreement may be entered into 
subject to the provisions of point 4 above. 
 

6. When can costs be drawn down from? 
 

Should the application be approved and funding awarded, project costs are eligible 
from the point at which the Expression of Interest was approved (31 July 2017). 

 
7. What process do we need to follow regarding site acquisition? 

 
A red book valuation should be provided for all acquisitions. 

 
8. Is a Costed Risk Register required for all projects? 



 
Where possible, a costed risk register should be provided for all schemes. All larger 
schemes (in excess of £5m grant value) must provide a full Costed Risk Register in 
the application submission. 

 
9. Are site visits/college presentations included in the application stage? 

 
Site visits will not be conducted due to time constraints. During the decision process, 
applicants may be asked to present the scheme to approval boards, however, GLA 
Officers will be in touch if this is deemed necessary.  

 
10. What are the dates/times regarding application process deadlines? 

 
GLA Officers are currently working out the deadlines for decision making, with a view 
to achieving the timelines as set out in the prospectus. However, the GLA can’t 
guarantee timeframes as this is dependent on the scheduling of various decision 
making boards.   

 
11. Is there an expected RIBA stage that projects should reach before making an 

application? 
 
The prospectus states that projects should be developed to RIBA stage 2 at the full 
application stage. 

 
12. Do we need BREEAM assessments for different sites? 

 
Depending on the nature of the project, it is at the discretion of the project to decide 
how best they should present their BREEAM assessments for different sites. 
However, applicants should note that the minimum requirements set out in the 
prospectus for all projects, which is BREEAM ‘Excellent’ for new build projects and 
‘Very good’ for refurbishments. Applications will be scrutinised for their BREEAM 
commitment at the full application and applications of a large scale should submit a 
BREEAM assessment(s) for the entire project.  

 

13. How long is the fund alive for? 
 

Whilst the fund lasts until March 2021 (4 years), projects should aim to deliver within 
a 2 year duration. If this isn’t possible then projects must explain/justify why more 
time is required.  

  
14. Does the GLA have a view on how any Institute of Technology (IoT) programme 

might influence Skills for Londoners funding and whether IoT bids might have 
access to future rounds of (additional or separate) capital funding?  
 

The Prospectus states that organisations applying to government for IoT funding 
support may also make an application to the SfLCF for funding support to match this. 



However we await further information from government on the timeframes and call, 
and will provide more guidance in due course. 
 

Update: 17 August 2017 
 

15. With regards the feedback that was given at EOI stage, further information has 
been requested in a number of areas. Would you like this information to be 
submitted as a separate document or would you like it to be incorporated into the 
full application form? 
 
Please respond to all areas of feedback within the in the full application form and not 
as a separate document. 
 

16. Our College has completed a merger since entering the Expression of Interest. 
Should we submit a combined application and will documents from both 
organisations be required in evidence (eg 3 years annual accounts, Ofsted reports).  

 
The application should be submitted from the organisation who will undertake the project 
and the supporting documentation should evidence this organisation’s ability to deliver the 
project and/or provide baseline measurable data. In case of a merged institution, the key 
information that the GLA will additionally wish to see with the full application is; 
1. Evidence that the Governing Body of the merged entity has approved the full 

application; 
2. The financial information that was produced or referenced to support the 

recommendation of the merger; and 
3. Any information produced prior to the merger which references the estates strategy of 

the merged entity, specifically we would wish to see evidence that the project is 
required and the resulting capital output will be utilised for the long term future. 

 
 

Update: 29 August 2017 
  

17. Section 3a (iv) in the full application form which requires “letter of support” from 
potential partners/stakeholders/local employers. Is there specific information that 
is required from you in such a letter of support i.e. a template of the letter of 
support? Will a communication be acceptable? 
 
There is no template provided for letter(s) of support as the information to support the 
project will differ between projects. The GLA wish to see how potential 
partners/stakeholders/local employers envision that the project will support their future 
business plans, for example creating a workforce with the right skills and qualifications to 
support the business’ future growth plans or projects, or by confirming any match in kind 
offered by the business to support the application. Any letters of support which 
demonstrate a pipeline of sustainable jobs and apprenticeships available to learners will be 
looked on favourably.  
 
All communications relating to support from potential partners/stakeholders/local 
employers should be provided in a letter format as an appendix to the application. We 
cannot accept other forms of communication.  



 

18. My project has changed since submitting the Expression of Interest. Should I still 
complete the Full Application form by the deadline of the 1st September or should 
we apply to future rounds? 

 
It is entirely within the applicant’s decision making as to whether a full application should be 
by the 1st September deadline, however, there is a section in the full application form that 
allows for any changes in the project to be set out. We cannot provide guidance as to the 
detail that should be listed in this section, nor what will be endorsed to receive funding as 
the bidding process remains competitive.  
 
All applicants should review the prospectus and ensure that all eligibility and minimum 
requirements are met or a detailed explanation is provided when it is not possible to meet 
these requirements. Where applicable, any feedback from the Expression of Interest should 
also be referenced throughout the full application.  

 
If the applicant wishes to apply in future rounds, a separate Expression of Interest will be 
required. We expect these rounds to be highly competitive. We will launch the next round of 
Skills for Londoners Capital Funding following the publication of the Mayor’s Skills Strategy 
in Spring 2018. 

 

19. When will the Development Support Fund become available? 
 
The Development Support Fund will go live in September 2017. We will email colleagues 
with details at this time. If you are not yet on our mailing list, please send an email to 
skillscapital@london.gov.uk to be contacted when this is live.  
 
 

20. We have an ongoing project that sits outside of the scope of this application, how 
should we describe the Gross Internal Area (GIA) for the purposes of this 
application? 
 
Please use the GIA for the applicant’s estate once all current capital projects have completed 
and provide commentary in the appropriate sections. 
 

21. We are keen to submit letters of support as an appendix to our application, but our 
contact is on leave at present. Please can we submit the letters after the 1st 
September deadline? 

 
We understand that a number of colleagues are on leave due to the summer vacation 
period, as such, please list the expected number of letters of support which will follow your 
application within the cover email. All following letters of support must be submitted no 
later than 5pm on the 6th September 2017. Any letters of support received after this date 
may not be assessed. 
 

22. What is the Mayor’s Responsible Procurement policy? 
 
The Mayor’s Responsible Procurement policy is a short guidance provided to ensure that all 
public procurement of services achieve the maximum return for investment. Applicants are 
encouraged to review the policy guidance which may assist in developing how a project will 

mailto:skillscapital@london.gov.uk


deliver on areas including social value, inclusiveness, diversity, fair employment and 
environmental sustainability. The policy is available here: 
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/gla_group_rpp_v7.12_final_template_for_w
eb.pdf.  

https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/gla_group_rpp_v7.12_final_template_for_web.pdf
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/gla_group_rpp_v7.12_final_template_for_web.pdf

