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Overview
This summary note, produced by the London Assembly Research Unit, 

provides an overview of public engagement activity organised by the 

Planning and Regeneration Committee to hear directly from Londoners as 

part of its scrutiny of the Draft London Plan.

About the Research Unit
The London Assembly Research Unit provides an impartial research and 

information service. We undertake research and analysis on key issues in London 

to inform the Assembly’s work. 

All of our publications are available at:

https://www.london.gov.uk/who-we-are/what-london-assembly-does/london-

assembly-research-unit-publications 

This report was produced by Anita Zivkow with input from Luke Price, Meghan 

Doyle and David Hirst. 

Cover image credit: London Assembly
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Connect with the London Assembly on social media
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Context: Draft London Plan 
Consultation

LONDON ASSEMBLY RESEARCH UNIT 3

On 16 July 2026, the Mayor published his Draft London Plan, the spatial 
development strategy for Greater London, for consultation. 

The London Assembly’s Planning and Regeneration Committee organised 
public engagement events following publication of the Draft London Plan, in 
order to hear directly from Londoners about their experiences of living in, 
travelling through, and accessing different parts of the city. 

The programme was split into two events that were aimed at gathering the 
perspectives of young people living in London (aged 11 to 17) and adults 
living in London (aged 18 and over). Discussions were focused on key 
themes including housing, neighbourhoods, public spaces, and transport. 
The events were promoted via partner networks of youth, community and 
housing organisations.

The evidence gathered during the events has contributed to the 
Committee's scrutiny of the Draft London Plan.
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Events programme
The Committee held two public engagement events on 5 August 2026 at a conference 
centre on London's South Bank:
• Event for young people living in London (aged 11-17) – 45 attendees
• Event for adults living in London (aged 18 and over) – 30 attendees
• Participants joined the events from 20 London boroughs

Participants were 
invited to submit 
photographs prior 
to the events, to 
show aspects 
aspects of London 
they valued and 
aspects they found 
challenging. These 
materials
supported 
discussions during 
the sessions. 

The events were led by facilitators 
with experience of youth and 
community engagement within a 
built environment context. The 
events used a combination of:
• Facilitated table discussions
• Creative and arts-based 

activities
• Mapping exercises
• Group prioritisation 

exercises
• Collaborative London-wide 

mapping activities
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Discussion themes: Young people living in 
London

  
The most consistent theme was personal safety. Participants highlighted concerns 
about knife crime, antisocial behaviour and drug misuse. Many called for greater 
police presence, improved street lighting, additional CCTV, and more safe spaces for 
young people. 

  
Participants frequently identified a shortage of youth-focused spaces and activities. 
There was strong support for increased funding for youth clubs, more cultural 
activities, and opportunities that are meaningful and long-term rather than short-term 
initiatives.

  
Housing affordability and overcrowding emerged as significant concerns. Participants 
discussed long waiting lists, overcrowded homes, and the impact unsuitable housing 
can have on studying, wellbeing and family life. There were calls for less reliance on 
temporary accommodation and more permanent housing.

  

Participants highlighted a need for greater access to work experience, employment 
opportunities and education relating to practical life-skills. Suggestions included 
budgeting, housing, finance, and employment readiness. 

Safety and community

Youth provision

Housing

Employment, skills and education



LONDON ASSEMBLY RESEARCH UNIT 6

Discussion themes: Young people living in 
London

  
Transport was frequently identified as one of London's strengths, particularly the 
connectivity and frequency of services. However, participants also raised concerns 
about affordability, delays, cancellations, limited concessionary arrangements and the 
quality of some services. 

  
Participants valued parks and green spaces but expressed concerns regarding litter, fly-
tipping and maintenance. There was strong support for protecting existing green 
spaces and creating additional greenery where possible. 

  
Participants emphasised the importance of involving young people more directly in 
decision-making processes and welcomed opportunities to contribute views through 
engagement events. 

Transport

Green spaces and environment

Young people’s voice
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Reflections from young people living in London

When asked, “What’s one thing you love about London?”

An expansion of third spaces for young people... we are kind 
of seeing that closure of those spaces, and I think it would be 
really important to have more of the spaces available.“ ”

...some young people feeling like because of their post code, 
they can't necessarily succeed. So, I guess my hope for the 
future of London would be a London where everyone feels 
like they can succeed, and they can do their absolute best in 
this world.

“
”

The amount of green spaces, definitely... green spaces definitely 
will create more safe spaces.“ ”

The multicultural society that we have, all different people from 
all different backgrounds and how well connected the city is.“ ”

When asked, “What's your hope for London's future?”

When asked, “What would you change to make London a better place?”

More like engagement with youth because sometimes a lot of 
youth feel left out in plans that do involve them. So, making 
sure that youth are not just spoken about, but spoken with...
“

”
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Participants at the Draft London Plan Young Londoners engagement event, 5 August 2026.
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Discussion themes: Adults living in London

  
Housing was the strongest recurring topic. Participants called for more affordable and 
social housing and raised concerns about design quality, overheating, damp, mould, 
privacy and limited space in some new developments. 

  
Participants placed considerable importance on community cohesion, belonging and 
neighbourhood identity. Many highlighted London's diversity, local relationships and 
community spirit as positive aspects of city life. 

  
Some participants expressed concerns that planning and regeneration can feel top-
down and called for greater transparency and stronger public engagement. 
Participants welcomed opportunities to contribute directly to discussions such as this 
event.

  

Participants highlighted a need for more youth facilities, improved planning for 
families, and better consideration of children and young people's needs in 
development decisions.

Housing

Community and belonging

Participation and engagement

Children, young people and families
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Discussion themes: Adults living in London

  
Concerns about crime and perceptions of safety were raised across multiple discussion 
groups, alongside suggestions for stronger community safety measures.

  
There was strong support for protecting existing parks and open spaces. Participants 
emphasised the value of green space in supporting health, wellbeing and community 
pride. 

  
Participants highlighted the importance of ensuring all communities can engage with 
planning processes, including the Traveller community.

Safety

Green spaces and environment

Inclusion
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Participants at the Adult Londoners engagement event, 5 August 2026.
. 
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Next steps

The evidence gathered through the workshops is being considered by 
Assembly Members, alongside other consultation evidence gathered 
during the Assembly's engagement activity of the Draft London Plan. 
Findings will contribute to the Planning and Regeneration Committee's 
investigation and help inform its consultation response to the Mayor on 
the Draft London Plan.
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Other formats and languages

If you, or someone you know needs this report in large print 

or braille, or a copy of the summary and main findings in 

another language, then please call us on: 020 7983 4100 or 

email assembly.translations@london.gov.uk

mailto:assembly.translations@london.gov.uk
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