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Title: Research Unit Outputs - Draft London
Plan Public and Stakeholder Engagement Events

1.1

1.2

2.1

Executive Summary

At the Planning and Regeneration Committee meeting on 1 October 2026, the Committee
scrutinised the Draft London Plan and resolved that:

Authority be delegated to the Chair, in consultation with the party Group Lead Members, to agree
the Assembly Secretariat Research Unit’s outputs arising from the Committee’s Draft London Plan
public and stakeholder engagement events in August and September 2026.

Following consultation with party Group Lead Members, the Chair of the Planning and Regeneration
Committee has agreed the Assembly Secretariat Research Unit’s outputs arising from the
Committee’s Draft London Plan public and stakeholder engagement events in August and
September 2026, as attached at Appendices 1 and 2.

Decision

That the Chair of the Planning and Regeneration Committee, in consultation with party
Group Lead Members, agrees the Assembly Secretariat Research Unit’s outputs arising

from the Committee’s Draft London Plan public and stakeholder engagement events in

August and September 2026, as attached at Appendices 1 and 2.

Assembly Member

| confirm that | do not have any disclosable pecuniary interests in the proposed decision and take the
decision in compliance with the Code of Conduct for elected Members of the Authority.

The above request has my approval.

Signature: / ;

Printed Name: James Small-Edwards AM, Chair of the Planning and Regeneration
Committee
Date: 14/10/2026
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3.1

3.2

Decision by an Assembly Member under Delegated Authority

Background and proposed next steps:

The terms of reference for this investigation were agreed by the Chair, following consultation with
party Group Lead Members, under the standing authority granted to Chairs of Committees and
Sub-Committees. Officers confirm that the letter and recommendations fall within these terms of

reference.

The exercise of delegated authority approving the letter to the Mayor of London will be formally
noted at the Planning and Regeneration Committee’s next appropriate meeting.

Confirmation that appropriate delegated authority exists for this decision:

Signature (Committee Services): L J Harvey
Printed Name: Lauren Harvey
Date: 7 October 2026

Financial Implications: NOT REQUIRED

Note: Finance comments and signature are required only where there are financial implications
arising or the potential for financial implications.

Signature (Finance): Not Required
Printed Name:
Date:

Legal Implications:

The Chair of the Planning and Regeneration Committee has the power to make the decision set out
in this report.

Signature (Legal): Mm
Printed Name: Rory McKenna, Monitoring Officer
Date: 14 October 2026

Email: rory.mckenna@london.gov.uk

Supporting Detail / List of Consultees:

° Andrew Boff AM; and
. Benali Hamdache AM.


mailto:rory.mckenna@london.gov.uk

4.1

4.2

43

Public Access to Information

Information in this form (Part 1) is subject to the FolA, or the EIR and will be made available on the
GLA Website, usually within one working day of approval.

If immediate publication risks compromising the implementation of the decision (for example, to
complete a procurement process), it can be deferred until a specific date. Deferral periods should be
kept to the shortest length strictly necessary.

Note: this form (Part 1) will either be published within one working day after it has been approved
or on the defer date.

Part 1 - Deferral:

Is the publication of Part 1 of this approval to be deferred? NO
If yes, until what date:

Part 2 - Sensitive Information:

Only the facts or advice that would be exempt from disclosure under FolA or EIR should be included
in the separate Part 2 form, together with the legal rationale for non-publication.

Is there a part 2 form? NO

Lead Officer / Author

Signature: Luke Price

Printed Name: Luke Price

Job Title: Research Unit Manager

Date: 09/10/2026

Countersigned by Executive Director:

Signature: %2

Printed Name: Helen Ewen, Executive Director of Assembly Secretariat

Date: 13/10/2026






Overview

This summary note, produced by the London Assembly Research Unit,
provides an overview of public engagement activity organised by the
Planning and Regeneration Committee to hear directly from Londoners as
part of its scrutiny of the Draft London Plan.

About the Research Unit

The London Assembly Research Unit provides an impartial research and
information service. We undertake research and analysis on key issues in London
to inform the Assembly’s work.

All of our publications are available at:
https://www.london.gov.uk/who-we-are/what-london-assembly-does/london-
assembly-research-unit-publications

This report was produced by Anita Zivkow with input from Luke Price, Meghan
Doyle and David Hirst.

Cover image credit: London Assembly
Report image credits: London Assembly

Connect with the London Assembly on social media
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Context: Draft London Plan
Consultation

On 16 July 2026, the Mayor published his Draft London Plan, the spatial
development strategy for Greater London, for consultation.

The London Assembly’s Planning and Regeneration Committee organised
public engagement events following publication of the Draft London Plan, in
order to hear directly from Londoners about their experiences of living in,
travelling through, and accessing different parts of the city.

The programme was split into two events that were aimed at gathering the
perspectives of young people living in London (aged 11 to 17) and adults
living in London (aged 18 and over). Discussions were focused on key
themes including housing, neighbourhoods, public spaces, and transport.
The events were promoted via partner networks of youth, community and
housing organisations.

The evidence gathered during the events has contributed to the
Committee's scrutiny of the Draft London Plan.
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Events programme

The Committee held two public engagement events on 5 August 2026 at a conference
centre on London's South Bank:

*  Event for young people living in London (aged 11-17) — 45 attendees

*  Event for adults living in London (aged 18 and over) — 30 attendees

*  Participants joined the events from 20 London boroughs

The events were led by facilitators
with experience of youth and
community engagement within a
built environment context. The
events used a combination of:

. Facilitated table discussions

. Creative and arts-based
activities

. Mapping exercises

o Group prioritisation
exercises

. Collaborative London-wide

mapping activities

Participants were
invited to submit
photographs prior
to the events, to
show aspects
aspects of London
they valued and
aspects they found
challenging. These

materials , T—
supported S, eame] A nplace, building, location
that shows what you love about the city

discussions during
the sessions.

LONDONASSEMBLY
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Discussion themes: Young people living in
London

9

amay Safety and community

The most consistent theme was personal safety. Participants highlighted concerns
about knife crime, antisocial behaviour and drug misuse. Many called for greater
police presence, improved street lighting, additional CCTV, and more safe spaces for
young people.

fh

Laay Youth provision

Participants frequently identified a shortage of youth-focused spaces and activities.
There was strong support for increased funding for youth clubs, more cultural
activities, and opportunities that are meaningful and long-term rather than short-term
initiatives.

Housing

Housing affordability and overcrowding emerged as significant concerns. Participants
discussed long waiting lists, overcrowded homes, and the impact unsuitable housing
can have on studying, wellbeing and family life. There were calls for less reliance on
temporary accommodation and more permanent housing.

= _ .
== Employment, skills and education

Participants highlighted a need for greater access to work experience, employment
opportunities and education relating to practical life-skills. Suggestions included
budgeting, housing, finance, and employment readiness.
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Discussion themes: Young people living in
London

Transport

Transport was frequently identified as one of London's strengths, particularly the
connectivity and frequency of services. However, participants also raised concerns
about affordability, delays, cancellations, limited concessionary arrangements and the
quality of some services.

&7 Green spaces and environment

| \/
e

Participants valued parks and green spaces but expressed concerns regarding litter, fly-
tipping and maintenance. There was strong support for protecting existing green
spaces and creating additional greenery where possible.

Yo

LE3 Young people’s voice

Participants emphasised the importance of involving young people more directly in
decision-making processes and welcomed opportunities to contribute views through
engagement events.
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Reflections from young people living in London

When asked, “What's your hope for London's future?”

1 ...some young people feeling like because of their post code,
they can't necessarily succeed. So, | guess my hope for the
future of London would be a London where everyone feels
like they can succeed, and they can do their absolute best in
this world. ,,

More like engagement with youth because sometimes a lot of
youth feel left out in plans that do involve them. So, making
sure that youth are not just spoken about, but spoken with...

When asked, “What would you change to make London a better place?”

1 The amount of green spaces, definitely... green spaces definitely
will create more safe spaces. 3

£ £ An expansion of third spaces for young people... we are kind
of seeing that closure of those spaces, and | think it would be
really important to have more of the spaces available.

When asked, “What’s one thing you love about London?”

The multicultural society that we have, all different people from
1 all different backgrounds and how well connected the city is. J
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Participants at the Draft London Plan Young Londoners engagement event, 5 August 2026.
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Discussion themes: Adults living in London

Housing

Housing was the strongest recurring topic. Participants called for more affordable and
social housing and raised concerns about design quality, overheating, damp, mould,
privacy and limited space in some new developments.

Community and belonging

Participants placed considerable importance on community cohesion, belonging and
neighbourhood identity. Many highlighted London's diversity, local relationships and
community spirit as positive aspects of city life.

Yo

£2R Participation and engagement

Some participants expressed concerns that planning and regeneration can feel top-
down and called for greater transparency and stronger public engagement.
Participants welcomed opportunities to contribute directly to discussions such as this
event.

@g@ Children, young people and families

Participants highlighted a need for more youth facilities, improved planning for
families, and better consideration of children and young people's needs in
development decisions.
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Discussion themes: Adults living in London

Safety

Concerns about crime and perceptions of safety were raised across multiple discussion
groups, alongside suggestions for stronger community safety measures.

Green spaces and environment

There was strong support for protecting existing parks and open spaces. Participants
emphasised the value of green space in supporting health, wellbeing and community
pride.

& Inclusion

Participants highlighted the importance of ensuring all communities can engage with
planning processes, including the Traveller community.
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Participants at the Adult Londoners engagement event, 5 August 2026.
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Next steps

The evidence gathered through the workshops is being considered by
Assembly Members, alongside other consultation evidence gathered
during the Assembly's engagement activity of the Draft London Plan.
Findings will contribute to the Planning and Regeneration Committee's

investigation and help inform its consultation response to the Mayor on
the Draft London Plan.
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Other formats and languages

If you, or someone you know needs this report in large print
or braille, or a copy of the summary and main findings in
another language, then please call us on: 020 7983 4100 or
email assembly.translations@london.gov.uk

Chinese

A W X AR SCU I T A I BE AR,

T EL A IR R IRAT B A% 1 BTk 1 A b ik BY
Email S&ITER.

Vietnamese

Nf:u 6ng (ba) mudn ndi dung vin ban nay duge dich sang
tiéng Viét, xin vui 1ong lién hé vdi ching t6i bang dién
thoai, thu hodc thu dién tir theo dja chi ¢ trén.

Greek

Edv emBupcire mepiAnyn aurod rou keipévou omv yAwooa
oag, mapakaAw kaAéore rov apiBué 1y emxovwvirjore padi

pag omv avwrépw raxudpopixi 1y Tnv nAekrpovikr Sigvbuvon.

Turkish

Bu belgenin kendi dilinize ¢evrilmis bir 6zetini
okumak isterseniz, liitfen yukandaki telefon
numarasini arayin, veya posta ya da e-posta
adresi aracihigiyla bizimle temasa gegin.

Punjabi

7 3t fem eRzRw v AV vt s few B
¥d, 3t faour q9a few '3 S T A
Bug 93 39 # ew U3 '3 W Wuga F3

Hindi

of YD TH WA BT AR AT Hrar H
AMRY a IR A gY 7R W B W A IR A
T SF Td AT § A U0 W & A WID Y|

Bengali

oo f @B wforer aht AR TS SIEm (NS B,
IR T FE (T FAET A SEe G M
B-T0%e BRI SNITE T RIS FIE |

Urdu
Ot (M) o) i 1S g ol S K0
WSO8y omip Sel g g JS 0
de sl b 2 S SI3VL oS3 L
-ué)sf-hi‘)c“r‘:' X ==

Arabic

DA 138 ) Aalay ol jlaa aal gl cal g 13)

oaald) e Jpanll o 5 gl o) 5 43k o) S iy e gilae

sl Ve Joal gill oo 5 o5 5l Qaly Guss ) itidl
SN 30 e 51020 7983 4100

assembly.translations@london.gov.uk

Gujarati

B dAR Al dlA%ell AR dA @
ASAL SU dl GWR AUA i8R Y2 Slel 5A
Al GU HANA WA HAAAL S-ADE Aetl2iL
Y2 AAR HUS SA.
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Overview

This summary note, produced by the London Assembly Research Unit,
provides an overview of public engagement activity organised by the
Planning and Regeneration Committee to hear directly from stakeholders as
part of its scrutiny of the Draft London Plan.

About the Research Unit

The London Assembly Research Unit provides an impartial research and
information service. We undertake research and analysis on key issues in London
to inform the Assembly’s work.

All of our publications are available at:
https://www.london.gov.uk/who-we-are/what-london-assembly-does/london-
assembly-research-unit-publications

This report was produced by Anita Zivkow with input from Luke Price, Meghan
Doyle and David Hirst.

Cover image credit: London Assembly
Report image credits: London Assembly; Greater London Authority
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Context: Draft London Plan
Consultation

On 16 July 2026, the Mayor published his Draft London Plan, the spatial
development strategy for Greater London, for consultation. To inform its
scrutiny of the Draft Plan and consultation response, the London Assembly
Planning and Regeneration Committee held a stakeholder engagement
event on 2 September 2026 at City Hall. The event brought together 58
attendees, including representatives from across the housing, environment,
economy, and transport sectors, to discuss the Draft Plan and its
implications for London’s future.

The programme combined keynote speeches, facilitated roundtable
discussions, and networking opportunities. Participants were allocated to
themed discussion tables reflecting their areas of expertise and interest,
each facilitated by a London Assembly Member. Through structured
discussions, attendees were invited to share their views on the Draft Plan’s
priorities, identify opportunities and challenges, suggest areas for
improvement, and reflect on their experience of the consultation process.

The event comprised of eight roundtables focused on four thematic areas:

Housing
Housing delivery, affordability, housing targets, tenure and density.

Environment
Climate resilience, green space, biodiversity, water resources and
environmental sustainability.

2 Economy
Eﬁ-” Economic growth, high streets, industrial land, affordable
workspace and social value.

s Transport
Q_ Accessibility, sustainable transport, transport hubs and progress
towards the Mayor's Transport Strategy objectives.
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Discussion themes

Housing

Inclusive design

Stakeholders questioned whether the Draft London Plan achieves an appropriate
balance of housing types, tenures and densities. Across multiple discussions,
participants highlighted concerns regarding the supply of family-sized housing and
suggested that planning policy continues to incentivise smaller homes. There were
calls for greater emphasis on housing suitable for families, key workers and
communities with specific needs.

Participants highlighted the need for better provision of accessible and adaptable
homes, stronger alignment between planning policy and building regulations, and
more robust evidence regarding housing needs among disabled Londoners.
Stakeholders argued that accessibility and inclusive design should be integrated
from the outset of development and planning processes.

Delivery and viability

Housing delivery was a dominant theme across the housing roundtables, with many
participants questioning whether the proposed target of 558,000 homes over ten
years is achievable. Concerns highlighted included rising construction costs,
financing challenges, and resourcing issues within both the development sector and
housing associations. Several participants argued that the Plan should place greater
emphasis on learning from previous London Plans, including understanding why
earlier housing targets were not met.

The proposed policy change on the release of Green Belt land to prioritise housing
delivery was discussed across several housing roundtables. Stakeholders expressed
a range of viewpoints on this policy area. Some stakeholders argued that the
proposed green belt targets in the Draft Plan were too high, while others expressed
a desire for the Mayor to be bolder in setting targets for Green Belt release.

There was significant debate around the relationship between housing targets,
affordability requirements and deliverability. Some participants supported a more
flexible approach to affordable housing delivery, while others argued that social
rent provision should be strengthened and protected. Several stakeholders
suggested that housing policy should focus less on overall housing numbers and
more on delivering homes that meet identified need.
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Discussion themes

Affordable and social housing

Affordable housing emerged as one of the strongest and most consistent themes
across discussions. Participants raised the need for more social housing, stronger
social rent requirements, concerns about homelessness, temporary
accommodation, affordability pressures, and the availability of housing for low-
income households. Several participants argued that the Draft London Plan is too
reliant on private-sector delivery to meet housing need.

Communities and place-making

Participants across several roundtables emphasised the importance of creating
places rather than simply doing development. Stakeholders highlighted the role of
town centres, transport hubs, public spaces and social infrastructure in supporting
thriving communities. There was support for strengthening policies relating to
public realm, community wealth building and local economic activity.

Several participants also expressed concern that social infrastructure receives less
emphasis in the Draft London Plan than in previous versions. Contributors
highlighted the importance of schools, childcare facilities, health services,
community facilities and public spaces in supporting successful neighbourhoods
and family life.
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Discussion themes

Environment

Green spaces, environment, and climate resilience

Stakeholders were generally supportive of the environmental direction of the Draft
London Plan, particularly in relation to biodiversity, rivers and green infrastructure.
However, many participants argued that policies could go further in identifying how
environmental improvements will be delivered in practice. This included a request
for more clarity on process for implementing improvements to green belt land.
There were calls for greater clarity regarding flood resilience, water resources and
future environmental pressures.

Access to green space was widely supported as a priority. Discussion focused not
only on the quantity of green space available to Londoners but also on accessibility,
purpose, maintenance, stewardship and long-term funding. Participants also
highlighted the importance of blue spaces, walking routes and measures that
encourage greater use of natural environments.
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Discussion themes

Economy

Future technologies and infrastructure

Several stakeholders argued that the Plan should take a longer-term view of
emerging technologies and infrastructure demands. Participants highlighted issues
relating to data centres, electricity demand, grid capacity, water resources and
digital infrastructure. Some contributors felt that stronger policy direction may be
required to manage competing pressures on resources whilst supporting future
economic growth and environmental objectives.

Economic growth, productivity and high streets

Participants broadly welcomed aspects of the Draft London Plan's approach to
economic growth, including the introduction of strategic economic clusters and the
continued protection of industrial land. However, stakeholders questioned whether
the Plan provides sufficient clarity about how some policies will operate in practice.
There was also discussion regarding the balance between economic productivity,
environmental objectives and social value.

The future of high streets emerged as a key topic. Stakeholders emphasised the
importance of preserving a diverse mix of businesses, supporting affordable
workspaces and ensuring that planning policy reflects the differing needs of areas
across London. Participants highlighted concerns about commercial rents, business
diversity and the long-term resilience of local economies.

} ! i i y
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Discussion themes

Transport

Transport, accessibility and healthy neighbourhoods

Stakeholders generally welcomed the Draft London Plan's focus on development
around transport hubs and sustainable transport. However, participants argued that
accessibility should be embedded more strongly throughout planning policy. There
was support for step-free access, inclusive design and direct involvement of
disabled Londoners in shaping transport infrastructure and public spaces.

Discussion also focused on progress towards the Mayor's Transport Strategy target
for 80 per cent of journeys to be made by walking, cycling or public transport.
Participants highlighted the need for better cycling infrastructure, accessible cycle
parking and neighbourhood design that enables everyday journeys to be made
without reliance on private cars. The concept of healthy, walkable neighbourhoods
with access to local services emerged as a recurring priority.
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Discussion themes

Consultation and engagement

Collaboration, consultation and public engagement

A recurring theme across several discussions was the importance of collaboration
between boroughs, the GLA, public bodies, businesses and communities.
Participants highlighted the value of greater coordination across organisations and
more consistent implementation of planning policy. There was support for
approaches that encourage stronger cross-boundary working and clearer
responsibilities for delivery.

Stakeholders also reflected on the consultation process itself. While participants
welcomed opportunities to engage with the Draft London Plan, several contributors
argued that more could be done to involve communities and make planning policy
accessible to wider audiences. There was support for ongoing engagement
throughout the lifetime of the Plan, rather than consultation at specific stages only.
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Participants’ reflections

14 In development, when large numbers of people move to new
areas and lots of housing is developed, I'd like to see more
space for people who are walking, wheeling, and cycling. Traffic
is still too dominant, and we need to see more space for
sustainable modes of transport. J

1 I'd really like to see the London Plan be tougher on the rules
for data centres. We know that there are going to be a lot of
data centres coming for London, and that's going to require a
lot of power, a lot of water, and it's going to generate a lot of
heat. So, we need tough rules to say what is okay, and what

isn't. 9

14 | would like to see nature play more of a part in the London
Plan because nature is all about resilience. It's about fighting
the climate crisis. It's about creating beautiful places that are
green, that connect us and allow us to live our best lives in
London. 7

1 We need the London Plan to deliver the social rent homes that
Londoners desperately need. For homeless Londoners, social
rent homes are the only ones that are genuinely affordable,
and so the Plan should prioritise those homes. ,,

LONDON ASSEMBLY RESEARCH UNIT
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Next steps

The evidence gathered through the roundtable discussions is being
considered by Assembly Members, alongside other consultation evidence
gathered during the Assembly's engagement activity of the Draft London
Plan. Findings have contributed to the Planning and Regeneration
Committee’s scrutiny process and will help to inform its consultation
response to the Mayor on the Draft London Plan.
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Other formats and languages

If you, or someone you know needs this report in large print
or braille, or a copy of the summary and main findings in
another language, then please call us on: 020 7983 4100 or
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