MDA No.: 1875

Title: Access to green space in London
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Executive Summary
At the Environment Committee meeting on 3 June 2026, the Committee resolved that:

Authority be delegated to the Chair, in consultation with the party Group Lead Members, to agree
any output from the discussion.

Following consultation with party Group Lead Members, the Chair agreed the Committee’s letter to
the Mayor of London on access to green space in London, as attached at Appendix 1.
Decision

That the Chair, in consultation with the party Group Lead Members, agrees the letter to
the Mayor of London on access to green space in London, as attached at Appendix 1.

Assembly Member

| confirm that | do not have any disclosable pecuniary interests in the proposed decision and take the
decision in compliance with the Code of Conduct for elected Members of the Authority.

The above request has my approval.

Signature:
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Printed Name: Gareth Roberts AM, Chair of the Environment Committee

Date: 1 July 2026
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3.1

3.2

Decision by an Assembly Member under Delegated Authority

Background and proposed next steps:

The terms of reference for this investigation were agreed by the Chair, in consultation with relevant
party Group Lead Members under the standing authority granted to Chairs of Committees and Sub-
Committees. Officers confirm that the letter and its recommendations fall within these terms of

reference.

The exercise of delegated authority approving the letter will be formally noted at the Environment
Committee’s next appropriate meeting.

Confirmation that appropriate delegated authority exists for this decision:

Signature (Committee Services): Hawnnav Barlow
Printed Name: Hannah Barlow, Principal Committee Manager
Date: 1 July 2026

Financial Implications: NOT REQUIRED

Note: Finance comments and signature are required only where there are financial implications
arising or the potential for financial implications.

Signature (Finance): Not Required
Printed Name:
Date:

Legal Implications:

The Chair of the Environment Committee has the power to make the decision set out in this report.
Signature (Legal): d&/’@\,

Printed Name: Rory McKenna

Date: 2 July 2026

Email: MonitoringOfficer@london.gov.uk

Supporting Detail / List of Consultees:

Leonie Cooper AM;
Thomas Turrell AM;
Zack Polanski AM; and
Keith Prince AM.


mailto:MonitoringOfficer@london.gov.uk

4.1

4.2

43

Public Access to Information

Information in this form (Part 1) is subject to the FolA, or the EIR and will be made available on the
GLA Website, usually within one working day of approval.

If immediate publication risks compromising the implementation of the decision (for example, to
complete a procurement process), it can be deferred until a specific date. Deferral periods should be
kept to the shortest length strictly necessary.

Note: this form (Part 1) will either be published within one working day after it has been approved
or on the defer date.

Part 1 - Deferral:

Is the publication of Part 1 of this approval to be deferred? NO
If yes, until what date:

Part 2 - Sensitive Information:

Only the facts or advice that would be exempt from disclosure under FolA or EIR should be included
in the separate Part 2 form, together with the legal rationale for non-publication.

Is there a part 2 form? NO

Lead Officer / Author
Signature: Richowd Clowke

Printed Name: Richard Clarke

Job Title: Senior Policy Adviser

Date: 1 July 2026

Countersigned by Executive Director:

Signature: %E

Printed Name: Helen Ewen, Executive Director — Assembly Secretariat

Date: 1 July 2026



Appendix 1

City Hall
Kamal Chunchie Way

LONDONASSEMBLY el

Tel: 020 7983 4000

www.london.gov.uk
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Gareth Roberts AM
Chair of the Environment Committee

Sir Sadiq Khan
Mayor of London
(Sent by email) 3 July 2026

Dear Sadiq,

Improving access to nature in London

Data shows differences in the proportion of people who spend time in nature by ethnic background

and income level. ' We are therefore keen to understand more details about your plans for improving
access to nature in London. This includes how you intend to support implementation of the London

Local Nature Recovery Strategy (LNRS), which includes priorities to “help people enjoy nature” and

for “bigger, better, more connected and more habitats”.?

Following the March 2026 announcement from the Deputy Mayor for Environment and Energy that
the GLA is providing £1.5 million to support a new West London Regional Park,? the Environment
Committee held a meeting on 3 June exploring the role that regional parks and leisure walking
routes play in improving access to nature and green spaces in London.® We heard that the Regional
Park was one of three confirmed projects to be paid for by a £7.5 million GLA fund for “five to nine”
strategic projects with the rest planned to be announced “later this year”.> Graham Horton from
Natural England also confirmed that funding would be provided from the Department for

' London Assembly, Environment Committee, meeting transcript, 3 June 2026, 2pm, Panel 1 p9
2 GLA, London Local Nature Recovery Strategy, March 2026, p10
3 Mete Coban MBE: "I'm delighted to announce that @MayorofLondon is funding a new West London Regional Park

with £1.5 million. This will bring nature closer to people’s homes - connecting 585,000 Londoners within a 30-minute
walk, including a 13km route linking parks and waterways." X post, 10 March 2026
4 Environment Committee, 3 June 2026, 2pm

> London Assembly, Environment Committee, meeting transcript, 3 June 2026, 2pm, Panel 1 p24



https://www.london.gov.uk/about-us/londonassembly/meetings/documents/b31740/Minutes%20-%20Appendix%201%20-%20Item%209%20-%20Transcript%20Wednesday%2003-Jun-2026%2014.00%20Environment%20Committee.pdf?T=9
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2026-03/MoL_LNR_Strategy_FA.pdf
https://x.com/metecoban92/status/2031393926163152901
https://www.london.gov.uk/about-us/londonassembly/meetings/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=305&MId=8082&Ver=4
https://www.london.gov.uk/about-us/londonassembly/meetings/documents/b31740/Minutes%20-%20Appendix%201%20-%20Item%209%20-%20Transcript%20Wednesday%2003-Jun-2026%2014.00%20Environment%20Committee.pdf?T=9
http://www.london.gov.uk/

Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) to “to enable the GLA to start turning the LNRS into
delivery actions on the ground.”®

We realise that it may not be possible to give the Committee full details of these projects before they
are announced. However, we would be interested in learning more about the criteria used to
prioritise this funding to ensure as much transparency as possible. We note that some areas of
London, such as South East London, appear to have fewer ‘regional parks’, so further information
about how the geographic spread of interventions is being assessed would also be welcome.

We therefore request that in response to this letter you share:

e The criteria being used to prioritise funding for strategic projects, including how
the geographic spread of interventions is being assessed.

e Further details, including the decision papers, for the strategic projects already
announced.

¢ Further details about the funding from the Government for the implementation of
the Local Nature Recovery Strategy, including current plans for how this will be
spent.

London Plan green space standards

Abby Crisostomo, Head of Green Infrastructure at the GLA, told us that the GLA had commissioned
an evidence review of access to green space measures ahead of the next London Plan.” She
explained that the review had concluded that “boroughs should set local standards specific to their
circumstances locally and the amount and availability of accessible green space”.® She also stated
that the GLA is looking to “streamline” existing measures of deficiency in the next London Plan.?
While Graham Horton from Natural England told us that the “sweet spot”,'® as defined by its
accessible green space standard, is three hectares of locally accessible green space per 1,000
people, he acknowledged that in London there are “significant areas that are well below that”."
Abby Crisostomo described Natural England’s measure as “a benchmark for what people can be
hitting”." While we recognise the potential benefits of the GLA’s proposed approach in giving
greater flexibility for local circumstances, we would be concerned if this led to a watering down of
green space standards overall.

® London Assembly, Environment Committee, meeting transcript, 3 June 2026, 2pm, Panel 1 p22

7 London Assembly, Environment Committee, meeting transcript, 3 June 2026, 2pm, Panel 1, p10; Land Use Consultants
(LUQ) for GLA, Public Open Space Mechanisms Review — Feb 2026
8 Note: this is with regards to the Natural England Gl Framework standard of 3 hectares per 1000 people. London

Assembly, Environment Committee, meeting transcript, 3 June 2026, 2pm, Panel 1 p10.

® London Assembly, Environment Committee, meeting transcript, 3 June 2026, 2pm, Panel 1 p10
1% London Assembly, Environment Committee, meeting transcript, 3 June 2026, 2pm, Panel 1 p9

" “Local authorities should have at least 3 hectares of publicly accessible greenspace per 1,000 population and there is
no net loss or reduction in capacity of accessible greenspace per 1,000 population at an area-wide scale.” Natural
England, Accessible green space standard, [accessed: 17 June 2026]

'2 London Assembly, Environment Committee, meeting transcript, 3 June 2026, 2pm, Panel 1 p9

13 London Assembly, Environment Committee, meeting transcript, 3 June 2026, 2pm, Panel 1 p10
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https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/GreenInfrastructure/AccessibleGreenspaceStandard.aspx
https://www.london.gov.uk/about-us/londonassembly/meetings/documents/b31740/Minutes%20-%20Appendix%201%20-%20Item%209%20-%20Transcript%20Wednesday%2003-Jun-2026%2014.00%20Environment%20Committee.pdf?T=9
https://www.london.gov.uk/about-us/londonassembly/meetings/documents/b31740/Minutes%20-%20Appendix%201%20-%20Item%209%20-%20Transcript%20Wednesday%2003-Jun-2026%2014.00%20Environment%20Committee.pdf?T=9

Recommendation 1: The GLA should set clear guidelines in the next London Plan with
ambitious targets to improve access to green space where most needed.
Promoting walking routes that connect people with nature.

Leisure walking routes can also provide the kind of everyday access to green spaces that bring
important benefits. As Hana Sutch from Go Jauntly told us, simple things like “the breeze on your
face” and listening to birdsong “can bring about clinically significant improvements to mental
wellbeing,” and there can be real benefits for people to incorporate nature into their everyday
lives." Graham Horton also told us that Natural England’s studies had found “significant
improvement to their mental health and physical health by being prescribed access and time in
nature.” "

We support efforts to raise awareness of walking routes that help people engage with nature and
make them more attractive and inviting to people. During the meeting Sam Parry, Chief Programme
Officer for West London Regional Park at Ealing Council explained how the GLA funding will support
new wayfinding to draw people into the new regional park, with “green fingers” branching into
surrounding areas forming a key part of the longer-term vision. He highlighted the need to “use the
design to draw people in and make them feel comfortable using those green spaces.”'® Kate Conto
from the Ramblers agreed that physical wayfinding is “important for people who do not have a lot of
experience, who do not have a lot of confidence, people who may not be aware that the route is
even there”."” We welcome this approach, particularly if it can build wider connections through
public transport links to improve access at a regional scale.

Your 2018 London Environment Strategy included a focus on supporting leisure walking routes
through Transport For London (TfL),® and we are pleased to see that these commitments were
reiterated in TfL’s new Walking and Wheeling Action Plan (WWAP), published in May 2026." Alex
Goodship, Head of Active Travel and Public Transport at TfL, explained how the WWAP also commits
TfL to supporting work to improve connectivity from public transport hubs to waterways and green
spaces, and we would be interested to learn more details as plans develop.”

In our meeting, however, we heard about the need for ongoing promotion of leisure walking routes.
For example, Hana Sutch from Go Jauntly explained that uptake of the Green Link walk appears to
have fallen in the two years since it was launched. She highlighted opportunities for TfL to do more
promotion — observing no TfL social media posts promoting walking in March, April, or May, which

she described as “prime walking season”.”’

It is encouraging that the WWAP includes a commitment to support the London Walking Festival
“through integrated communications channels”, and to promote the proposed new river walk

' London Assembly, Environment Committee, meeting transcript, 3 June 2026, 2pm, Panel 2 p8

1> | ondon Assembly, Environment Committee, meeting transcript, 3 June 2026, 2pm, Panel 1 p15

'® London Assembly, Environment Committee, meeting transcript, 3 June 2026, 2pm, Panel 1 p21
7 London Assembly, Environment Committee, meeting transcript, 3 June 2026, 2pm, Panel 2 p7

'8 Mayor of London London Environment Strategy Proposal 5.1.1.c p157-158

9 TfL, Walking and wheeling action plan, May 2026 Theme 5, pp39-41

%0 | ondon Assembly, Environment Committee, meeting transcript, 3 June 2026, 2pm, Panel 2 p2

2 London Assembly, Environment Committee, meeting transcript, 3 June 2026, 2pm, Panel 2 p11
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planned to run between Shepherd’s Bush and Bexley “through maps, wayfinding, digital tools and
events”.”” While the WWAP also reiterates the commitments in the Leisure Walking Plan, published
in 2022, to promote the Walk London Network,” there is a need to ensure that this support is
ongoing and goes beyond just promoting new routes.

Recommendation 2: TfL should share detailed delivery plans about how it intends to
increase promotion of leisure walking routes in the Walk London Network, as well as
everyday walking routes that allow people to connect with nature. This could include
signage in stations, advertising space, and online tools.

The Committee would welcome a response to this letter by 14 August 2026. Please send your
response by email to the Committee’s Clerk, Hannah Barlow (hannah.barlow@london.gov.uk).

Yours,
=L

Gareth Roberts AM
Chair of the Environment Committee

22 TfL, Walking and wheeling action plan, May 2026, p41
2 TfL, Walk London Network [Accessed 17 June 2026]



https://content.tfl.gov.uk/walking-and-wheeling-action-plan.pdf
https://tfl.gov.uk/modes/walking/top-walking-routes
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