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Léonie Cooper AM
Chair of the Environment Committee

Rt Hon Steve Reed OBE MP
Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs
(Sent by email)	18 June 2025
Dear Steve,

Review of tree protections in the Town and Country Planning Act 
As you will know, mature and ancient trees play a vital role in maintaining local ecosystems, offering irreplaceable habitats, and supporting biodiversity. Yet, many of these trees remain vulnerable. 
The recent felling of a 500-year-old oak tree on the edge of Whitewebbs Park, Enfield, underscored to the London Assembly Environment Committee this vulnerability. Despite being listed on the Woodland Trust’s ancient tree inventory, it appears to have been needlessly felled.[footnoteRef:2] The tree was considered by ecologists to be ‘priceless’, providing habitat for up to 2,300 species of local wildlife.[footnoteRef:3] The incident followed the high-profile ‘mindless destruction’ of the Sycamore Gap tree in Northumberland, and the public outcry over both cases highlights the importance that trees play in people’s lives.[footnoteRef:4] [2:  BBC News, Ancient oak tree cut down by Toby Carvery, 15 April 2025]  [3:  Martina Girvan LinkedIn, How Do We Better Protect Important Trees?, 22 April 2025]  [4:  BBC News, Sycamore Gap pair guilty of chopping down tree in Northumberland, 9 May 2025] 

In London, the Mayor has set targets to increase canopy cover by ten per cent by 2050.[footnoteRef:5] Achieving the target will not only require the planting of new trees, but also ensuring that existing trees are sufficiently protected.  [5:  London Assembly Research Unit, Tree Canopy Cover in London, 21 May 2025] 


In our recent meeting, we heard action is needed to strengthen the safeguards for London’s mature and ancient trees. Craig Ruddick, Committee Member of the London Tree Officers Association, told us that the existing framework for tree protection does not adequately reflect the full range of benefits that trees provide. And that a review of the existing legislation to explore ways to enhance protections was much needed.[footnoteRef:6] We agree. I am therefore writing to you in my capacity as Chair of the London Assembly Environment Committee to ask you to: [6:  London Assembly Environment Committee, 14 May 2025 Meeting Draft Transcript, May 2025, p.12-13 ] 

1. Carry out a review of legislative protections for tree protection in the Town and Country Planning Act 1990; 
2. Explore how to give additional protections for mature trees. This should include broadening the criteria for a tree to be eligible for a Tree Preservation Order, taking into consideration the habitat it provides to local wildlife, and canopy cover and contribution to urban cooling; and  
3. Bring forward legislation to strengthen protection for existing veteran and ancient trees by automatically designating all trees over 100 years old with a Tree Preservation Order.
Given the vital importance of managing and protecting London’s tree stock, I hope you will agree. 
The Committee would welcome a response to this letter by 29 July 2025. Please send your response by email to the Committee’s Clerk, Sal Fazal (Saleha.Fazal@london.gov.uk).

Yours,

Léonie Cooper AM
Chair of the Environment Committee
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