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Terms of Reference
Krupesh Hirani AM is conducting a rapporteurship on behalf of the Health Committee.



This investigation aims to:

Assess current levels of community access to school sports facilities in London

Identify the barriers that affect the ability of state funded and private schools to open

their sports facilities to youth and community groups outside of school hours

Investigate how these barriers can be overcome to promote young people’s access to

school sports facilities, especially for those experiencing health inequalities

Explore how community access schemes should be designed and delivered to

support the physical health and wellbeing of young Londoners.

Key issues

Physical inactivity is associated with 1 in 6 deaths in the UK and is estimated to cost

the UK £7.4 billion annually, including £0.9 billion to the NHS.

In 2023-24, 47.3 per cent of children and young people in London met the

recommended guidelines for physical activity. These activity levels varied significantly

between boroughs, ranging from 35.3 per cent in Barnet to 62.1 per cent in

Richmond-upon-Thames.

Those experiencing the most pronounced health inequalities, including Londoners

with disabilities and long-term health conditions, are most likely to be among the least

active. Sport England’s 2023-24 Active Lives Children and Young People survey

found that children and young people from Black and Asian ethnic groups, those from

less affluent families, and girls were all likely to have lower activity levels.

ONS data shows that 12 of the 15 local authorities in England with the lowest number

of publicly accessible sports facilities per 10,000 people are London

boroughs. Anecdotally, youth sports clubs in London have reported difficulties finding



affordable venues and spaces to host their activities.

According to grassroots sports charity Sported, education sites operate or own 39 per

cent of all available sports facilities in England, and are home to 77 per cent of sports

halls and 61 per cent of artificial grass pitches.

Call for Evidence
As part of this investigation, the Committee has launched a Call for Evidence. This Call

for Evidence is open to all who would like to respond. The Committee particularly

welcomes responses from schools in London, youth and community groups and from

organisations with experience.

Please send your submissions in a Word document format (not PDF) to

Scrutiny@london.gov.uk by Wednesday 4 March 2026.
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