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How we collect public voice …

12,800 Londoners (16+
adults) are interviewed face-
to-face each year about
their experiences and
attitudes towards policing
and crime.

Interviews take place
throughout the year and are
distributed evenly across all
London boroughs.

Data is weighted to reflect
the population of London.

Public Attitude Survey Youth Voice Survey 2018

A bespoke online survey receiving
responses from 7,832 young
people aged 11 to 16 in London.



Adults’ perceptions towards violence
A recent increase has been seen in the proportion of Londoners 

feeling that knife crime and gangs are a problem locally. 69% of Londoners who are worried 
about knife crime say they based this 
opinion on ‘what they had seen or 

heard in the media’.

We see few differences in perceptions of violence issues across individual demographics 
(i.e., age, ethnicity, gender etc.)

Instead, results suggest the local area is more important in shaping Londoners’ worry about violence. 

Those living in the most vulnerable wards are more likely to feel violence issues are a problem.
Gun crime in most vulnerable wards:13%
Gun crime in least vulnerable wards: 3%

Those feeling there is low social cohesion in their area are more likely to feel violence issues are a problem. 

Victims of a crime or ASB are more 
likely to be worried about violence. 

40% of victims feel knife crime is a problem 
locally, compared with 24% of non-victims. 

Londoners feeling violence 
issues are a problem are less 

likely to feel the police are 
effective. 

*Data from the Public Attitude Survey Q2 18-19



Young people and crime
The majority of young Londoners feel safe…

74% 
in their

local area

84% 
at school

People being violent (31%)
People joining gangs (30%)

People carrying knives (29%)

People being violent (28%)
People stealing things (21%)
Hate crime/incidents (18%)

Just over 1 in 10 Young Londoners said 
they had been the victim of a crime in the 

last year (12%)

A lack of confidence and
negative perceptions of the
police emerged as key
barriers to reporting, in
particular amongst BAME
young people.

Young victims are more likely to:

• Know someone in a gang
• Personally carried a knife
• Feel unsafe at home
• Show poorer mental wellbeing

44% of young victims reported their crime 
to the police…

and less than a third of these (29%) were 
happy with the service

Top problems: Top problems:

Certain groups of young people are less likely to feel safe.

- Those from a Black Background are less likely to feel safe at
school than those from a white background (76% vs 89%).

- Feelings of safety decline with age.

- Feeling the police do not do a good job in the local area is
associated with feeling unsafe in the area where they live.



Young People and the Police
Mixed views on police effectiveness and legitimacy. 

6 in 10 young people were aware of their Safer Schools 
Officer.

- Of those aware: 43% said this made them feel safer; only 2% 
said they felt less safe as a result. 

- Backing for Officers to support those having difficulties, tackle 
crime and communicate/engage.

Having good relationships with Safer Schools Officers can 
improve young people’s opinions of the police. 

Young people from a BAME 
background tended to report 
more negative experiences of 

Stop and Search, e.g.:

38% felt the police treated them 
with respect (compared with 62% of 

white young people).

44% 
…of young people agree that the 

police should use Stop and Search, 
while 12% disagree.

Results highlight the importance of the 
interaction during Stop and Search. 

Positive interactions did not affect young 
people’s overall opinion of the police, 

whereas negative interactions damaged 
young people’s opinions of police. 
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Do a good job in the area where I live

Deal with the things that matter to
young people

Listen to the concerns of young people

Treat everyone fairly

Are helpful and friendly to young
people

Can protect me from crime

Agree Neutral Disagree I don't know

Half (50%) said they have a ‘good opinion’ of the police in London, 
while 1 in 7 (14%) said they have a ‘bad opinion’. Remainder ‘no 
opinion’ / ‘don’t know’. 



Young People and Serious Violence

Results highlight an appetite from young 
people to receive more education about 

the impact of carrying knives. 

In particular, young people emphasise that this 
could involve input from schools, charities, the 

police, previous knife crime offenders and victims. 

Around a quarter of young 
people know someone

who has carried a knife or 
who is in a gang 

- 26% and 23% respectively. 

Smaller proportions say they 
have personally carried a 
knife or been in a gang

- both 3%.

Risk factors for knife carrying 
include:

- Feeling pressured to carry a knife

- Being personally in a gang

- Having been the victim of a crime

- Knowing people who have been Stopped 

and Searched

- Feeling people carrying knives is a big 

problem at school.   

Using knife imagery in media
campaigns can help to get young
people’s attention.

However, it can also make them feel
more worried about knife crime,
particularly amongst those who are
already concerned about the issue.



Safeguarding (Years 10 and 11 only)

Risk factors for feeling it is acceptable to 
hit/push a partner during an argument 

include:

• Being in a gang
• Feeling the police can NOT be relied on 

to be there when needed
• Feeling violence is a problem in the local 

area

Many young people report that behaviours associated with 
sexual harassment/domestic abuse may be always or 

sometimes ok.

Many young people 
are experiencing 

online risk. 

- Cyber bullying (25%)

- Being sent rude or sexual 
content (23%)

- Being hurt or threatened in real 
life as the result of something 
that happened online (8%). 

Young females are notably more likely to experience sexual 
harassment than young males. 

Over two-thirds of girls in school years 10 and 11 say
they have experienced unwanted staring over the
last year (68%).

Around a third have experienced jokes or taunts of a
sexual nature (30%) or sexual comments (34%).

Young males are around twice as
likely as young females to say
they ‘do not know’ if behaviours
are acceptable.

Check your partner’s phone/social media to see what 
they’ve been doing or who they’ve been talking to

47%

Stare or wolf-whistle at people you fancy as they walk 
past

31%

Insult your partner during an argument 24%

Make sexual jokes or comments about people 23%

Hit or push your partner during an argument 6%

% to agree this is always
or sometimes OK


