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1. Recommendation 
 
The Committee is recommended to: 
 
1.1 agree the terms of reference set out in paragraph 2.8 for the review of the proposed East London 

and Greenwich Waterfront Transit schemes;  
 
1.2 note this report as a background to questioning representatives from Transport for London on the 

schemes. 
 
 
2. Background 

 
2.1 The Committee agreed to look at the surface transport options for the Thames Gateway at its 

meeting on 2 March 2006. The review will focus primarily on the two proposed transit schemes TfL 
are currently developing; the East London Transit and Greenwich Waterfront Transit.  

 
2.2 The East London Transit (ELT) will run from Dagenham Dock through to Ilford via Barking (Phase 

1a) and Barking Reach (Phase 1b). The scheme is costed at £18.2m in TfL’s five-year investment 
programme, with the service to be up and running by February 2008.  The transit scheme, which is 
replacing the 369 route, plans to deliver a 10% reduction in journey time and an improvement in 
customer satisfaction (compared to the 369) by implementing high levels of bus priority, improved 
stops and customer information and dedicated access through Barking Town Centre.1   

 
2.3 The feasibility of extending the ELT beyond Ilford and through to Gants Hills and Barkingside to the 

North and Rainham, Romford, Elm Park, Collier Row and Harold Hill to the east is being explored. 
 
2.4 The Greenwich Waterfront Transit (GWT) will run from Abbey Wood to North Greenwich, via 

Thamesmead and numerous new and existing housing developments. The scheme, as of December 
2005, was costed at £26.5m and the project has been recently handed over to TfL Surface Transport 
from TfL Major Projects. The project is due for completion in December 2009 and will provide 
dedicated transit rotes for low floor vehicles.   

 
2.5 A later stage of development for the GWT would see the service extend from North Greenwich (just 

west of the Millennium Dome) and into Greenwich Town Centre.  

                                                 
1 TfL Five Year Investment Programme, December 2005, Page 287 



   

 
2.6 In the long term, on the projected completion of the Thames Gateway Bridge (subject to planning 

approval from the HMI), the two schemes will be merged to form a Thames Gateway Transit via 
Gallions Hill and Gallions Reach on the south and north side of the Thames respectively.  

  
 Terms of Reference 
2.7 Members are asked to agree the following terms of reference for the review. 
 
 The Committee will seek to 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Examine the potential of the both schemes to regenerate the communities which the ELT and 
GWT will serve 
Examine the current routes proposed for the first phases of both the East London and 
Greenwich Waterfront Transit –including frequency of buses and stops, vehicle capacity and 
the methods by which road space will be dedicated to the services  
Examine the mode of vehicle which will serve the routes and the long term ability of TFL to 
adapt these routes to other potential modes 
Examine the deliverability of the timetables for both schemes outlined in TfL’s fiver year 
business plan and the mid-longer aspirations for other proposed branches and extensions of 
both routes 
Examine the viability of the both schemes should the Thames Gateway Bridge not be built 
though excluding an assessment of the suitability of the Bridge itself. 

 
2.8 Representatives (to be confirmed) have been invited to give their views and information and to 

respond to the Committee’s questions. 
 
3. Strategy Implications 

3.1 Chapter 4 of the Mayor’s Transport Strategy relates to the performance of the London Buses. 

4. Financial Implications 

4.1 There are no direct financial implications arising from this report. 
 

 5. Legal Implications 

5.1 Under S.59 of the Greater London Authority Act 1999 (the Act) the Assembly may investigate and 
prepare reports into matters affecting the functions of the Authority, the exercise by the Mayor of 
his powers and matters that it considers to be of concern to Londoners. 

 
5.2 Under S.61 of the Act, the Assembly may require any person who is a member of staff, chairman of 

or member of TFL, or any person who has within the last 3 years prior to the date has been a 
member of or Chairman of TFL, to attend proceedings of the Assembly for the purpose of giving 
evidence or to produce documents in his possession or under his control. 

 
Background documents:  TfL 5 Year Investment Programme, December 2005 
   
 
Contact Officer:  Danny Myers, Scrutiny Manager 
 
E-mail:    danny.myers@london.gov.uk 
 
Telephone Number:  020 7983 4394 
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