
  

Questions to the Mayor 

Mayor's Question Time, 21 May 2020 

 

PRIORITY ORDER PAPER 

 

Report No:   4 

Subject:   Questions to the Mayor 

Report of:   Executive Director of Secretariat 

The Future of London Transport 
Question No: 2020/1590 
Alison Moore 

What impact has COVID-19 had on TfL and what changes are being made to ensure that 
Londoners remain safe as restrictions are lifted to kickstart our economy? 

TfL staff safety 
Question No: 2020/1516 
Shaun Bailey 

What are you doing to keep TfL staff safe during this pandemic? 

Time to develop Streetspace plan 
Question No: 2020/1466 
Caroline Russell 

Why did it take so long to come forward with plans to provide wider pavements and new 
cycle lanes to enable safer travel and social distancing? 

Covid-19 Morbidity rates in men 
Question No: 2020/1474 
David Kurten 

Given that men are particularly vulnerable to Covid-19, making up two-thirds of its victims, 
what specific actions have you taken to reduce the Covid-19 morbidity rate in men in 
London? 
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London’s economy after lockdown 
Question No: 2020/1560 
Leonie Cooper 

What is the biggest economic challenge facing London as a result of COVID-19? 

Covid-19 and safe travel 
Question No: 2020/1465 
Caroline Pidgeon 

What steps are you taking to ensure Londoners can travel in safety? 

GLA Budget 
Question No: 2020/1527 
Susan Hall 

The Deputy Mayor for Resilience told the Oversight Committee on 7 May 2020 that the 
coronavirus pandemic is (understandably) having a “massive impact on finances” across the 
whole GLA family. What direction have you given in terms of identifying existing budget 
areas for protection or funding streams for prioritisation? 

Housing and Planning 
Question No: 2020/1499 
Andrew Boff 

What impact do you expect Covid-19 to have on planning and housing policy going 
forward? 

Social justice through the pandemic 
Question No: 2020/1602 
Onkar Sahota 

London had the highest mortality rate in the UK from COVID-19. The poorer boroughs and 
BAME people are the worst affected. While the virus may not discriminate in whom it 
infects, don’t these tragic figures show that our society still does? 
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The Met’s approach to enforcement of the Coronavirus Public Health 
Regulations 
Question No: 2020/1567 
Unmesh Desai 

Please advise of how many summonses to court, fixed penalty notices, and cautions have 
been issued by the Met in relation to breaches of the Coronavirus Public Health 
Regulations between the 25th March and the 1st May? 

Policing during the Coronavirus crisis 
Question No: 2020/1566 
Unmesh Desai 

What guidance and advice have you provided to the Met in terms of their approach towards 
enforcing the Coronavirus lockdown, and how will this change moving forwards? 

Public Transport Capacity 
Question No: 2020/1502 
Keith Prince 

How do you intend to increase public transport capacity over the coming weeks and 
months? 

TfL Finances 
Question No: 2020/1539 
Tony Devenish 

Given the ongoing impact of lockdown, will you please update the Assembly on TfL’s 
finances including Crossrail and can you confirm there has been no further slippage on 
Crossrail’s most recent projected opening date of Summer 2021? 

Safeguarding vulnerable children 
Question No: 2020/1553 
Jennette Arnold OBE 

You will be aware of the worrying statistics showing just 10% of vulnerable children are 
attending schools during lockdown. How can you bring together local authorities, social 
services and schools with the Met Police to keep all vulnerable children safe? 

https://www.london.gov.uk/questions/2020/1567
https://www.london.gov.uk/questions/2020/1567
https://www.london.gov.uk/questions/2020/1567
https://www.london.gov.uk/questions/2020/1566
https://www.london.gov.uk/questions/2020/1566
https://www.london.gov.uk/questions/2020/1502
https://www.london.gov.uk/questions/2020/1502
https://www.london.gov.uk/questions/2020/1539
https://www.london.gov.uk/questions/2020/1539
https://www.london.gov.uk/questions/2020/1553
https://www.london.gov.uk/questions/2020/1553


  

Covid-19 Domestic Abuse 
Question No: 2020/1518 
Steve O’Connell 

What more can be done to help victims of domestic violence during the lockdown? 

Supporting Small Businesses 
Question No: 2020/1580 
Florence Eshalomi MP 

How are you supporting small businesses and the self-employed in London, particularly 
those that have fallen through the cracks when it comes to Government support? 

County Lines 
Question No: 2020/1544 
Tony Devenish 

How has the coronavirus lockdown disrupted county lines drug dealing? Has it allowed the 
Met to make progress in apprehending drug dealers and “rescuing” children caught up in 
this vile trade, at a time when anyone in public “stands out like a sore thumb”. Do you have 
any quantifiable figures? 

Food insecurity during COVID-19 
Question No: 2020/1589 
Joanne McCartney 

What support are you providing to support the increasing number of Londoners going 
hungry during this pandemic, and what further support is needed as we enter the recovery 
phase? 

People facing street homelessness in London 
Question No: 2020/1467 
Siân Berry 

Could you provide any update on how many people are still street homeless in London? 

Rough sleepers during coronavirus 
Question No: 2020/1596 
Murad Qureshi 

Will the support provided to rough sleepers during the pandemic continue and what does 
the GLA need from Government to provide long-term support to tackle rough sleeping? 
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Post COVID-19 street patrolling 
Question No: 2020/1475 
Peter Whittle 

In recent weeks, I have observed police on foot, patrolling the streets of South London and 
their interactions with the public. Are there any plans being considered to maintain this 
level of beat patrolling in post-Coronavirus London? 

Exercise Cygnus 
Question No: 2020/1573 
Andrew Dismore 

What role did you and the GLA family of services play in Exercise Cygnus; and what were 
the lessons from the exercise; and do you agree that the conclusions and findings of the 
exercise ought to be made public? 

Global Cities’ response to coronavirus 
Question No: 2020/1583 
Nicky Gavron 

You have been working with the C40 group of global cities on their Global Recovery 
Taskforce, to share strategies and ideas about how we can deal with and recover from the 
coronavirus crisis. Could you tell us what kind of issues have been discussed, and where are 
there areas in which London can learn from others? 

Ensuring clean air and space for people during lockdown 
Question No: 2020/1559 
Leonie Cooper 

The reduction in traffic has led to a reduction of 27% in NO2 in central London, in addition 
to the 35% reduction since 2017 as a result of the ULEZ and other measures to clean up 
our air. As we gradually leave lockdown and start to get London back on its feet, could you 
tell us more about how you are planning to maintain the gains we’ve made in cleaning up 
London’s air? 

COVID-19 recovery response 
Question No: 2020/1579 
Len Duvall OBE 

What strategic plans are in place in London to aid the capital’s recovery and what will the 
‘new normal’ look like? 
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Questions not asked during Mayor’s Question time will be given a written response by 
Tuesday 26 May 2020. 

 

Questions for written answer: 

Domestic Violence 
Question No: 2020/1461 
Caroline Pidgeon 

Please provide figures for the number of domestic abuse cases reported to the Met since 
the lockdown began on 23 March 2020, broken down by week and with comparative 
figures from the same period last year. Please confirm what plans are in place to deal with 
the predicted further rise in cases of domestic abuse as lockdown is lifted and restrictions 
are eased? 

Support for SMEs 
Question No: 2020/1462 
Caroline Pidgeon 

Data from Companies House for March 2020 is shocking, with 68% more businesses closing 
in March this year compared to the same month in 2019. How are you supporting small and 
medium-sized businesses (SMEs) in London during the COVID-19 crisis, in addition to your 
Pay it Forward initiative, and how are you planning to provide further support to London’s 
SMEs in the months and years following this crisis? 

Speeding Vehicles 
Question No: 2020/1463 
Caroline Pidgeon 

The issue of speeding has escalated during lockdown, with some truly shocking speeds 
being reported on London’s roads and several fatalities. How are you working with the 
police to tackle the serious issue of speeding both during lockdown and in the longer-term? 
Furthermore, will you consider introducing a Community Speedwatch Online initiative as 
the former Mayor had said he would consider in answer to question 2015/2003? 

Completion of TfL projects 
Question No: 2020/1464 
Caroline Pidgeon 

Please state TfL’s estimated completion dates, by month or season, for the following 
projects, setting out TfL’s estimates as of (a) pre-23 March 2020, and (b) currently, for the 
following projects: 
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• central section of Crossrail 

• Northern Line extension 

• step free access at Cockfosters, Amersham, Ickenham, Wimbledon Park, Debden, 
Osterley, Hanger Lane, Northolt, Sudbury Hill, Harrow-on-the Hill and Burnt Oak 
London Underground stations 

• Bank Station upgrade 

• Silvertown road tunnel 

• roll-out of rapid charging points 

Reinstating air pollution controls 
Question No: 2020/1468 
Caroline Russell 

When will you: a) reintroduce the Ultra Low Emission Zone (ULEZ) and Congestion Charge, 
and b) confirm the start date for stricter rules on the Low Emission Zone (LEZ) to control 
pollution and traffic in London? 

Changes in transport use since coronavirus lockdown 
Question No: 2020/1469 
Caroline Russell 

In your response to the UK Government’s Air Quality Expert Group call for evidence on 
changes in air pollution during the coronavirus outbreak you provided a graph of the 
change in daily vehicle km travelled in London since 2 March 2020 (Figure 2). Could you 
provide me with a split of this data by vehicle type (cycle, car, van, lorry and bus)? 

Small business support 
Question No: 2020/1470 
Caroline Russell 

I have been working with small businesses groups supporting each other in this difficult 
time. Guardians of the Arches and the East End Trades Guild have suggested establishing a 
London weighting for business support thresholds which reflects the capital’s higher 
rateable values. Will you a) advocate to government for a London weighting, and b) create 
a fund to support any small businesses that are falling through the cracks? 
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Bringing unoccupied homes into use during the coronavirus crisis 
Question No: 2020/1471 
Siân Berry 

Your Deputy Mayor for Housing and Residential Development wrote to me on 20 April 
2020, in response to a letter from me to both of you asking about ways to bring 
unoccupied homes into use. He said: “In relation to new homes that have been completed 
but not yet let or sold, I am working with investment partners and other developers to 
explore what scope exists for using these homes to help meet some of that pressing 
housing need.” Could you provide me with the latest update on this work? 

New police powers during the coronavirus crisis 
Question No: 2020/1472 
Siân Berry 

Could you provide data showing how often new police powers given to the Metropolitan 
Police Service (MPS) during lockdown have been exercised in London, including the 
number of fines and arrests made by the MPS under the powers, along with any age or 
demographic breakdown that is available? 

Emergency decision-making during the coronavirus crisis 
Question No: 2020/1473 
Siân Berry 

Will you be providing a record or log of all the additional emergency decisions made as part 
of the lockdown process, for example the decision to temporarily suspend the Ultra Low 
Emission Zone (ULEZ), as you do already do with ordinary Mayoral and Director’s 
decisions? And will the information about these decisions contain a) reasons for the 
decision, including objectives and expected outcomes, b) a time limit or review date for the 
measures, c) equality impact information (even if brief), d) legal comments, and e) financial 
impact information? 

Police Officer Residence 
Question No: 2020/1476 
Peter Whittle 

To ask the Mayor, how many police officers are resident within the Metropolitan Police 
Area? Please break down your response into sworn and warranted full-time officers, 
Specials and Police Community Support Officers. 
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Brexit 
Question No: 2020/1477 
Peter Whittle 

To ask the Mayor for an update on his campaign for a second referendum on Brexit. 

Metropolitan Police and Social Media 
Question No: 2020/1478 
Peter Whittle 

On Saturday 28 April, the Metropolitan Police sent out a tweet, asking ‘Are you a victim or 
witness of hate crime related to the COVID-19 pandemic? Given the major challenges 
facing Londoners and the police at that time, do you think this was wise? 

TfL Revenues 
Question No: 2020/1479 
David Kurten 

To ask the Mayor how much TfL estimates it has lost in revenue, due to the Coronavirus 
crisis. 

Clap for Carers (1) 
Question No: 2020/1480 
Peter Whittle 

On the evening of 16 April 2020, Metropolitan Police Commissioner Dame Cressida Dick 
was photographed leading a crowded ‘Clap for Carers’ event on Westminster Bridge. That 
large public gathering in the centre of London clearly ignored the social distancing rules 
laid down by government. Who organised this event and what kind of message does this 
kind of behaviour send out to Londoners? 

Clap for Carers (2) 
Question No: 2020/1481 
Peter Whittle 

I note that on 30 April 2020, Deputy Assistant Commissioner Matt Twist warned members 
of the public that they will be told to go home if they turn up at Westminster Bridge that 
evening without a legitimate reason. Why was this warning not issued the week before 
(i.e. 23 April)? 
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The Death of Harry Dunn 
Question No: 2020/1482 
Peter Whittle 

As you will be aware, 19 year-old Harry Dunn died in a motorbike crash outside the RAF 
Croughton Airforce base in Northamptonshire on 27 August 2019. The other person 
involved was Anne Sacoolas, the wife of a US intelligence official. She claimed diplomatic 
immunity from prosecution and returned to America, despite later being charged with 
causing death by dangerous driving. What involvement has Scotland Yard had in this matter 
and what advice did the Metropolitan Police provide to their colleagues in the 
Northamptonshire Police in respect of this case? 

Fixed Penalty Notices 
Question No: 2020/1483 
Peter Whittle 

To ask the Mayor how many Fixed Penalty Notices have been issued so far by the 
Metropolitan Police, after individuals were found in breach of coronavirus regulations? 

No-Go Areas (1) 
Question No: 2020/1484 
Peter Whittle 

To ask the Mayor are there any no-go areas for the Metropolitan Police in London? 

No-Go Areas (2) 
Question No: 2020/1485 
Peter Whittle 

To ask the Mayor are there any no-go areas for the London Ambulance Service in London? 

US Sanctions on Iran 
Question No: 2020/1486 
Peter Whittle 

I note the content of your video conversation with Tehran’s Mayor Pirouz Hanachi on 24 
April 20201. What representations have you made to Her Majesty’s Government in respect 
of sanctions placed on the Iranian regime by the United States? 

[1] https://www.presstv.com/Detail/2020/04/24/623818/Hanachi-Sadiq-Khan-Tehran-
London-coronavirus 
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The Coronavirus Crisis 
Question No: 2020/1487 
Peter Whittle 

I note the report in the Daily Mail on 29 April 2020 which stated: ‘Chaos over coronavirus 
face mask plans as London mayor Sadiq Khan warns he may ’unilaterally’ take action to tell 
people to wear them in the capital.’ ‘Mr Khan warned that he may pre-empt any change in 
the capital, telling ITV News: ’If it’s the case that despite all our lobbying and the emerging 
scientific evidence the government doesn’t change its guidance, I may well decide 
unilaterally to instruct Londoners to do that.’ 1 On what basis have you decided that your 
will overrides the writ of the UK government? 

[1] https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-8268635/Chaos-coronavirus-mask-plans-
London-mayor-Sadiq-Khan-warns-unilaterally-action.html 

The Metropolitan Police Special Inquiry Team 
Question No: 2020/1488 
Peter Whittle 

To ask the Mayor if the Metropolitan Police Special Inquiry Team are currently investigating 
any individuals in respect of activities in the 2016 referendum on the UK’s membership of 
the European Union? 

LED Street Lights 
Question No: 2020/1489 
David Kurten 

In your answer to MQ 2020/1047 you stated that each LED would save £105 in energy 
costs and £11 in maintenance costs per year, but you did not say how much they would 
cost to install. What is the cost of purchasing and installing one LED street light and how 
many do you intend to purchase and install on the TfL road network over the next five 
financial years? 

Rough sleepers (1) 
Question No: 2020/1490 
Andrew Boff 

How many of London’s rough sleepers have been placed in accommodation as a result of 
Covid-19 measures? Please provide a breakdown by type of accommodation. 
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Rough Sleepers (2) 
Question No: 2020/1491 
Andrew Boff 

How many of London’s rough sleepers have not been placed in accommodation as a result 
of Covid-19 measures? 

Rough Sleepers (3) 
Question No: 2020/1492 
Andrew Boff 

What plans are in place to assist London’s rough sleepers when Covid-19 restrictions are 
eased and their current accommodation reverts to its previous use? 

Rough sleepers (4) 
Question No: 2020/1493 
Andrew Boff 

How many rough sleepers, currently placed in Covid-19 accommodation, do you expect to 
progress to more permanent housing? What is being done to facilitate this? 

TfL Land (1) 
Question No: 2020/1494 
Andrew Boff 

How many homes were started on TfL land in the year 2019/20? Please provide a 
breakdown by site. 

TfL Land (2) 
Question No: 2020/1495 
Andrew Boff 

How many homes were given planning permission on TfL land in the year 2019/20? Please 
provide a breakdown by site. 

Coronavirus Projects 
Question No: 2020/1496 
Andrew Boff 

What is the total you have spent on coronavirus-related projects to date and planned 
spending for future plans? Please list the projects, the cost and from which budget the 
funds are from. 
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Junk Food Advertising Misrepresentations 
Question No: 2020/1497 
Andrew Boff 

Please list the adverts that have been removed from the tube due to misrepresentation 
under your junk food advertising ban? 

Childhood Obesity Taskforce 
Question No: 2020/1498 
Andrew Boff 

What measures is the Childhood Obesity Taskforce putting in place in response to the 
Covid-19 lockdown? 

London Plan Directions (1) 
Question No: 2020/1500 
Andrew Boff 

How do you plan to implement the housing and planning issues raised in the Secretary of 
State’s response to the draft London Plan? 

London Plan Directions (2) 
Question No: 2020/1501 
Andrew Boff 

Could you please provide a copy of the appendix to your response letter of 24th April to 
the Secretary of State, detailing your suggested amendments to his directions and changes 
to the draft London Plan? 

Silvertown Tunnel 
Question No: 2020/1503 
Keith Prince 

When is the current estimated date of completion of the Silvertown Tunnel? 

Crossrail (1) 
Question No: 2020/1504 
Keith Prince 

When will the central section of Crossrail open? 
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Crossrail (2) 
Question No: 2020/1505 
Keith Prince 

When do you expect Crossrail to have opened in full? 

Crossrail (3) 
Question No: 2020/1506 
Keith Prince 

When are the various opening dates for all the Crossrail stations which have yet to be 
completed? 

ZEC Taxis 
Question No: 2020/1507 
Keith Prince 

As taxis are mandated by TfL to transition to being zero-emission capable, and given that 
about 3500 taxi drivers have already made that transition, what more can you do as Mayor 
to encourage the local authorities to include Taxis in their TfL-funded traffic modelling 
schemes? 

Collier Row Lane Bus Shelter 
Question No: 2020/1508 
Keith Prince 

My office has recently been in contact with TfL over the need to replace a bus shelter in 
Collier Row Lane. Will you confirm that this will be done as soon as possible once the 
unwinding of lockdown makes it feasible? 

TfL Modelling 
Question No: 2020/1509 
Keith Prince 

TfL has stated ‘early modelling’ suggests there could be a ’10-fold increase in cycling and a 
5-fold increase in walking’. That would mean that 20% of all journeys in London would be 
made by bicycle. Will the Mayor send me that modelling data? 
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Pedestrian Crossing from Rise Park to Raphael Park 
Question No: 2020/1510 
Keith Prince 

Given there is a particular need to encourage more people to walk at the moment, will the 
Mayor instruct TfL to install a pedestrian crossing between Rise Park and Raphael Park? 

Independent Investigation of London Transport Workers Dying from 
Covid-19 
Question No: 2020/1511 
Keith Prince 

According to recent press reports (https://www.standard.co.uk/news/london/somali-
sports-star-escaped-war-to…) 41 London Transport Workers—of which 31 are Bus 
Drivers—have died from Covid-19. Will you appoint an Independent Investigator to review 
the actions undertaken by TfL and its contractors to safeguard London’s Transport Workers 
from Covid-19? 

COVID-19 Risk Mitigation Actions put in place for TfL Employees in 
Q1 2020 
Question No: 2020/1512 
Keith Prince 

Please provide me with copies of all documentation (executive orders, emails, handwritten 
notes) showing actions taken by TfL to protect its employees (eg. Revenue Inspectors) who 
worked on buses, trams and trains and related infrastructure from Covid-19. 

Ensuring the “Requires Improvement” conclusion of Croydon Tram 
Fatigue Audit IA 17 780 is entered correctly into the Public Record 
Question No: 2020/1513 
Keith Prince 

In both your response to Question 2019/8958 (which was used to justify your responses to 
Question 2019/19759) and Question 2020/0082 you clearly state that “The post meeting 
note in the minutes of the 26 June 2017 Safety, Sustainability and Human Resources Panel 
was drafted prior to the audit report (IA 17 780) being issued.” 

A review of documents produced by TfL in November 2018 (FOI 1749-1819 
https://www.whatdotheyknow.com/request/decision_to_insert_a_post_meetin#…) 
clearly shows that the final draft of the post meeting note in the minutes of the 26 June 
2017 SSHR Meeting was sent by TfL’s General Counsel on 19 September 2017, 5 days after 
IA 17780 was issued on a “Restricted and Confidential” basis to a small group of Senior TfL 
Executives. Based on your manifestly erroneous response to Question 2019/8958 and your 
unambiguous responses to Questions 2019/20674, 2020/0023 and 2020/0082 will you 
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now instruct TfL to ensure that the correct conclusion of “Requires Improvement” is 
entered into the public record for IA 17780? 

Motorcycles and the ULEZ 
Question No: 2020/1514 
Keith Prince 

If and when you decide to reintroduce the ULEZ, given their vital role in facilitating 
deliveries and their efficient use of roadspace, would the Mayor consider excluding all 
motorcycles from paying the ULEZ charge for the foreseeable future? 

A10 Speeding 
Question No: 2020/1515 
Shaun Bailey 

After much community campaigning, the announcement of installation of average speed 
cameras, by the end of the year, through the A10 Enfield Borough was warmly welcomed. 
The community is pleased to see average speed cameras installed from Southbury Road to 
the M25 roundabout. However, when will the work be completed with average cameras 
being installed from Southbury Road to the Great Cambridge Road roundabout? 

Croydon Housing Target 
Question No: 2020/1517 
Steve O’Connell 

Could you please confirm that the assumptions, in Croydon’s Local Plan Review, of a 
London Plan housing target of 29,490 units and small sites target of 15,110 units are now 
out of date, with both targets having been reduced by 8,700 units? Would you agree that 
councils should base their local plans on the most up to date housing targets, and will you 
advise Croydon Council to this effect? 

Pay it Forward (1) 
Question No: 2020/1519 
Susan Hall 

How are you managing any risks of your Pay it Forward Scheme and making these risks 
clear to Londoners? 
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Pay it Forward (2) 
Question No: 2020/1520 
Susan Hall 

What criteria do businesses have to meet to sign up to your Pay it Forward scheme? 

Business Support 
Question No: 2020/1521 
Susan Hall 

Please give a breakdown of what the £1 million extra for business support you announced 
has gone towards? 

London Fire Brigade 
Question No: 2020/1522 
Susan Hall 

Can the Mayor confirm how many LFB staff have taken sick leave due to COVID-19? 

Funding 
Question No: 2020/1523 
Susan Hall 

Would the Mayor set out in detail how the £18.5 million coronavirus response funding 
awarded by government has been and will in future be spent? 

Pay it Forward (3) 
Question No: 2020/1524 
Susan Hall 

How much has been paid forward through your pay it forward scheme? Please list how 
many businesses have signed up and how many have benefitted from the scheme. 

Culture at Risk Emergency Fund 
Question No: 2020/1525 
Susan Hall 

How much of the Culture at Risk Emergency Fund have you awarded so far? Please list the 
recipients of the fund. 
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Living Wage Employers 
Question No: 2020/1526 
Susan Hall 

How many businesses in London are now Living Wage employers? Please give a breakdown 
by size of business. 

Domestic Abuse 
Question No: 2020/1528 
Susan Hall 

For each week since the beginning of 2020, please provide a breakdown of how many 
domestic abuse offences have been recorded, and how many arrests have there been? 

ASB 
Question No: 2020/1529 
Susan Hall 

For each week since the beginning of 2020, please provide a breakdown how many ASB 
incidents have been recorded? 

Covid-19 fines 
Question No: 2020/1530 
Susan Hall 

For each week since the new government powers, please provide a breakdown how many 
Covid-19 fines have been issued? 

Police absence rate 
Question No: 2020/1531 
Susan Hall 

For each week since the beginning of 2020, please provide a breakdown how many police 
officers have been off sick or self-isolating? 

TfL Testing 
Question No: 2020/1532 
Susan Hall 

Have any TfL staff (or their family members) been referred for a coronavirus test under the 
employer referral scheme, announced in late April - and if so, how many? 
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Subsidised cycling instruction 
Question No: 2020/1533 
Tony Arbour 

Given the significant numbers of additional cyclists on the road during the lockdown, many 
of whom are relatively inexperienced, will you instruct TfL to reinstate subsidised cycling 
instruction for London’s residents and workers as soon as possible? 

Support for cycle training instructors 
Question No: 2020/1534 
Tony Arbour 

Is TfL paying for cancelled cycle training due to take place in schools during the summer 
term? If not, how will TfL be supporting cycle trainers over the summer months? 

Virtual Planning Committee Meetings (1) 
Question No: 2020/1535 
Tony Devenish 

Would you join with me in congratulating those London Boroughs including the City of 
London, Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea, Waltham Forest and Westminster, who 
have supported business by enacting virtual online planning committee meetings quickly? 

Virtual Planning Committee Meetings (2) 
Question No: 2020/1536 
Tony Devenish 

Will you press London Councils and the government to nudge those boroughs who have 
not yet taken such pro-active measures, which will have an impact on the housing crisis and 
add to the challenges our economy faces as lockdown is lifted over the coming weeks and 
months? 

Affordable housing grant 
Question No: 2020/1537 
Tony Devenish 

The Government has provided £4.82 billion grant for encouraging the provision of more 
affordable housing in London. Please could you: 

1. Provide a list of schemes by borough where finance from that fund has been offered to 
increase the quantity of affordable housing units? 
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2. Indicate which of those schemes have taken up such a grant and the numbers and types 
of affordable housing units achieved, as defined in paragraphs 238 to 254 of the 
Affordable Homes and Viability SPG? 

GLA Contracts 
Question No: 2020/1538 
Tony Devenish 

Has any part of the GLA awarded contracts without competitive tender since March 2020 ? 
Please provide full details. 

Heathrow Landing Slots 
Question No: 2020/1540 
Tony Devenish 

A letter in the Evening Standard on 24th March alleged that airlines are flying empty planes 
into Heathrow to maintain landing slots. Will you urgently write to Heathrow seeking clarity 
on this? 

Roadworks 
Question No: 2020/1541 
Tony Devenish 

Will you please liaise with London Councils to enable short, clear guidance to be issued as 
soon as possible making clear what powers Londoners have to ensure utilities companies 
and those excavating public roads act “reasonably” at all times? 

Pedicabs (London) Bill 
Question No: 2020/1542 
Tony Devenish 

Nickie Aiken MP’s Bill to regulate pedicabs in London was due to be presented on Tuesday 
21 April when Parliament opened, but had to be postponed. Nevertheless, will you pro-
actively support the Pedicabs (London) Bill when it is presented? 

Streetspace 
Question No: 2020/1543 
Tony Devenish 

With regard to your Streetspace plan, how will you ensure you meet your legal duties to 
consult before progressing with cycling schemes on Park Lane, CW9 and elsewhere? 
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Business Improvement Districts 
Question No: 2020/1545 
Tony Devenish 

There are 10 designated Business Improvement Districts in the West Central Area and over 
50 across London as a whole. As active champions of their areas who will have a critical role 
to play in London’s economic recovery, how will you be working with Business 
Improvement Districts to plan and reopen the Capital’s economy. 

Bus Routes during Lockdown 
Question No: 2020/1546 
Tony Devenish 

With many more of my constituents working from home during lockdown I have received an 
increasing number of complaints about bus noise and pollution on residential streets. Given 
that many buses currently have far fewer passengers due to lockdown, what work has TfL 
done to consider whether some routes should be temporarily altered? 

Electric Vehicles 
Question No: 2020/1547 
Tony Devenish 

When will we see less polluting and quieter electric vehicles travelling along our residential 
streets? 

Tottenham Court Road Crossrail Station 
Question No: 2020/1548 
Tony Devenish 

The Dean Street development of Tottenham Court Road Station has a fence that divides 
the station from the now pedestrianised northern end of Dean Street. Recently, this fence 
has been pushed out from the site so as to impinge upon the ability of maintaining social 
distancing on the remaining paved area. Will you ensure that the fence is returned to its 
original position? 

High performance cars 
Question No: 2020/1549 
Tony Devenish 

Regarding the visibility of high performance cars, especially in the middle of the night at 
petrol stations and other late night premises occupied by alleged gang members. Some of 
my constituents feel this may show ‘crime pays’ to some people? What is being done to 
impound such vehicles? 
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Kensington Planning Applications 
Question No: 2020/1550 
Tony Devenish 

Given your admission of acting with “improper purpose” in the judicial review of your 
planning decision on the Kensington Forum Hotel, and the subsequent overturning of that 
decision, how will you ensure these failings are not repeated in your handling of the 
Holiday Inn planning application that you have now called-in? 

Hate Crime 
Question No: 2020/1551 
Tony Devenish 

What will you do to address the increasing number of hate crimes against British Chinese 
Community in London? 

Prisoners getting the vote 
Question No: 2020/1552 
Tony Devenish 

Given your support for restorative justice and the rehabilitative emphasis of your Prisoner 
Pathfinder scheme, do you support a policy of giving convicted criminals the vote, as per 
the Welsh Government? How are the victims of crimes such as paedophilia, and racially 
aggravated common assault meant to feel at this disgusting policy? 

International students 
Question No: 2020/1554 
Jennette Arnold OBE 

Universities are very worried about the impact of coronavirus on international student 
numbers. What assessment have you conducted on the impact of falling international 
student numbers on London’s economy? 

London Curriculum 
Question No: 2020/1555 
Jennette Arnold OBE 

How are you making parents and schools aware of the London Curriculum so they can make 
use of it for home learning? 
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Adult Education Budget 
Question No: 2020/1556 
Jennette Arnold OBE 

Does the Adult Education Budget have sufficient flexibility to support London’s Further 
Education sector during lockdown and ensure they are able to provide all courses as 
planned in September? 

Care for SEND families 
Question No: 2020/1557 
Jennette Arnold OBE 

Many of London’s children and young people with Special Educational Needs and 
Disabilities (SEND) will not be attending school even if they would be eligible, due to 
health concerns and shielding from the virus. How are you supporting these families to 
ensure they can safely receive the support they need? 

Teacher mental health 
Question No: 2020/1558 
Jennette Arnold OBE 

Many teachers have had to rapidly pivot to entirely new ways of working, which could 
exacerbate existing mental health problems among London’s teaching workforce. Could 
you work with schools and teachers to facilitate support groups and mentoring across 
London? 

Impact of COVID-19 on sectors 
Question No: 2020/1561 
Leonie Cooper 

There are a number of different economic sectors in London and some have been affected 
worse than others by the coronavirus. Can you please set out what support you have given 
to each sector to date during the pandemic and what sectors will require particular support 
going forward? 

ULEZ and Congestion Charge 
Question No: 2020/1562 
Leonie Cooper 

Under what circumstances will the ULEZ and Congestion Charge be reinstated? 
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Waste services 
Question No: 2020/1563 
Leonie Cooper 

How are you supporting Boroughs on a strategic basis to continue providing consistent 
waste collection and processing services that meet your waste reduction and recycling 
targets? 

Unflushables 
Question No: 2020/1564 
Leonie Cooper 

How are you raising awareness of calls by London’s water companies not to use unflushable 
toilet paper substitutes during the pandemic, as they contribute to blockages? 

Healthy, sustainable food 
Question No: 2020/1565 
Leonie Cooper 

There is increasing evidence that poor diet, linked to food poverty, is a contributing factor 
to Covid-19 mortality. How can you support Londoners to grow food, including those who 
live in flats, to reduce costs and increase access to healthy, sustainable food? 

Enforcement of the Coronavirus Health Protection Regulations 
Question No: 2020/1568 
Unmesh Desai 

Please provide a percentage breakdown, by ethnicity and gender, of those in London who 
have been a) issued with a fixed penalty notice for breaching the Coronavirus Health 
Protection Regulations and b) have been cautioned for breaching the Coronavirus Health 
Protection Regulations 

Coronavirus incidents 
Question No: 2020/1569 
Unmesh Desai 

How many incidents have there been in London relating to breaches of Coronavirus Health 
Protection Regulations have the Met responded to since 25th March 2020? 
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Assaults on officers 
Question No: 2020/1570 
Unmesh Desai 

How many assaults on Met officers were recorded in each of the last 12 months? How 
many attacks on officers have related to enforcement of the Coronavirus Health Protection 
Regulations since they came into effect? 

Complaints against the Met 
Question No: 2020/1571 
Unmesh Desai 

How many complaints have been made by members of the public against the Met in each 
of the last 12 months? Please also state how many complaints in total have been made 
since the 25th March 2020. 

Mental Health flagged incidents 
Question No: 2020/1572 
Unmesh Desai 

How many mental health flagged incidents did the Met respond to in each of the last 12 
months? Please also include how many mental health flagged incidents there have been 
since the Coronavirus 2020 Act came into effect. 

London Underground post-Covid-19 
Question No: 2020/1574 
Andrew Dismore 

Do you agree with press reports and the London Strategic Co-ordination Group who said 
that London Underground services would see capacity reduced to just 15 per cent of its 
normal level and that the Tube could be ‘overwhelmed’ after the end of lockdown if 
passengers have to obey current rules re social distancing; and how will you mitigate this 
risk? 

Speeding during lockdown 
Question No: 2020/1575 
Andrew Dismore 

It is clear that some drivers are taking advantage of less busy roads not just to break the 
speed limit but to exceed it by a huge margin. How are you and the police dealing with this 
threat to life? 
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International flights 
Question No: 2020/1576 
Andrew Dismore 

International flights have been and are still landing on a regular basis at Heathrow and until 
recently other London airports, with no testing or required quarantine of passengers at the 
airport or elsewhere, unlike many other European and worldwide countries; do you consider 
this failure to test arriving passengers to have contributed to the spread of Covid-19; and 
what do you think should now happen? 

Broadband in London 
Question No: 2020/1577 
Andrew Dismore 

The extent to which many people have adapted to working from home has thrown into 
sharp focus the inadequacies of slow broadband speeds in much of the capital and their 
impact on the ability of many homeworkers to carry out their work; what are you doing to 
improve this? 

Public Service funding 
Question No: 2020/1578 
Andrew Dismore 

The impact of Covid-19 is having a major impact on the budgets for public services, 
including London’s NHS, the London Ambulance Service, the Metropolitan Police, London 
Fire Brigade, Transport for London, and London borough councils; what is your current 
estimate of the shortfall for these organisations; and what assurances have you received 
from the Government that they will help fund these shortfalls to avoid major cuts and 
austerity in the near future? 

Social Distancing on the Tube 
Question No: 2020/1581 
Florence Eshalomi MP 

Two of the busiest tube lines (Northern Line & Victoria Line) serve the Lambeth & 
Southwark constituency. What social distancing measures are being considered for 
commuters after the lockdown? 

Impact of suspending the ULEZ and Congestion Charges 
Question No: 2020/1582 
Florence Eshalomi MP 

Understandably both the ULEZ and Congestion Charges have been suspended during the 
outbreak. There are concerns that suspending the charges may have been counterintuitive 
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and may have encouraged some drivers to drive within the ULEZ and Congestion Charge 
zones. What monitoring is in place to support that only essential travel is happening? 

Private outdoor space 
Question No: 2020/1584 
Nicky Gavron 

The coronavirus crisis and resulting lockdown has shown how important it is for people to 
have outdoor space at home, be it a garden, terrace or balcony. Your new London Plan sets 
a minimum standard of 5 square metres of outdoor space to be included in every new 
dwelling. Do you have an estimate of what proportion of new homes in London meet or 
exceed this minimum, and will you ensure that this policy is vigorously enforced, with clear 
guidance given to developers and boroughs, to ensure that every new home in London has 
a decent private outdoor space for residents to enjoy? 

GLA purchasing new homes 
Question No: 2020/1585 
Nicky Gavron 

It has been reported that the GLA is working with private developers to purchase and “flip” 
unsold homes, to convert them into new genuinely affordable homes for Londoners. This 
could be a great initiative to ensure that the social housing sector doesn’t suffer as a result 
of a dip in the private market, and could help create a more equitable recovery from the 
crisis. Could you say how many units there is the potential to be purchased in this manner, 
and whether this would be funded through re-purposed affordable housing grant, or other 
sources. Would you seek additional “counter-cyclical” funding from Government so that the 
supply of new affordable homes can be maintained? 

Covid-19 in prisons 
Question No: 2020/1586 
Nicky Gavron 

Have you made representations to Government to ask what steps are being taken to ensure 
that we do not have a repeat of the Covid-19 care home crisis in London’s prisons? Are 
prisoners, prison officers, support workers and medical staff within remand facilities being 
given necessary protection and opportunities for social distancing to keep them safe? 

Covid-19 funerals 
Question No: 2020/1587 
Nicky Gavron 

As you have highlighted, on ITV News on 7 May, the figures on Covid-19 deaths from the 
Office for National Statistics “expose the grim reality of the significant structural 
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inequalities that have existed in our society for generations”. Because of such inequalities, 
the financial burden of burying victims of the virus will be adding to the considerable 
trauma and stress of many grieving Londoners. What is being done to ensure that people 
can afford to give their loved ones a dignified funeral? 

Regreening public realm 
Question No: 2020/1588 
Nicky Gavron 

An unintended consequence of the harsh cuts to public services, which we have seen more 
evidence of during the current lockdown, is that some green spaces such as road verges, 
roundabouts and corners of parks have been left to go wild, increasing biodiversity and 
benefiting pollinators. While I’m sure we share the view that public service austerity has had 
an overall terrible impact on London, would you agree that this accidental regreening and 
rewilding has been positive, and is this a something you could encourage through City Hall, 
TfL and other stakeholders, to demonstrate the benefits that this biodiversity achieves? 

TfL Ticket refunds (1) 
Question No: 2020/1591 
Alison Moore 

TfL announced a reduction in services on 18th March 2020. How many Oyster cards had i) 
7 Day, ii) Monthly, iii) 3 month, iv) 6 month or odd period and v) Annual Travelcards a) 
loaded onto them, b) requested a refund, c) received a refund d) what was the cost to TfL 
of the refund? 

TfL Ticket refunds (2) 
Question No: 2020/1592 
Alison Moore 

How many Oyster cards had i) 7 Day, ii) Monthly, iii) Annual Bus and Trams Passes a) 
loaded onto them, b) requested a refund, c) received a refund d) what was the cost to TfL 
of the refund? 

TfL Ticket refunds (3) 
Question No: 2020/1593 
Alison Moore 

TfL have said, “While the vast majority of our customers now use pay as you go to travel 
around London, any customers who have a season ticket loaded onto an Oyster card and 
require a refund can always contact our Customer Services team on 0343 222 1234”. Why 
cannot these refunds be processed online? 
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Safe Stop of TfL and Crossrail construction sites 
Question No: 2020/1594 
Alison Moore 

How many a) TfL sites and b) Crossrail sites were brought to a temporary Safe Stop? How 
many a) TfL sites and b) Crossrail sites remained open for operational safety reasons? 

Running a Safe Transport Network 
Question No: 2020/1595 
Alison Moore 

How are you working with our Transport Unions to ensure that both staff and passengers 
can safely use our transport network in the near future? 

Move-on accommodation availability 
Question No: 2020/1597 
Murad Qureshi 

Do you have an estimate for the total number of ‘move-on’ accommodation units available 
currently in London for: a) Victims of domestic abuse, and separately b) former rough 
sleepers, broken down by borough if possible. 

Housing 
Question No: 2020/1598 
Murad Qureshi 

In light of the present COVID-19 pandemic and the scale of the infection rate in certain 
households, would you consider it beneficial to commission a housing needs assessment / 
planning review for future social housing building programmes? 

Pandemic assessment to relax restrictions 
Question No: 2020/1599 
Murad Qureshi 

What is your assessment of the five lockdown tests used by the government to decide when 
to relax restrictions in relation to London? 

Economic recovery 
Question No: 2020/1600 
Murad Qureshi 

What kind of economic recovery are you expecting in London – U or V shaped or an 
alternative one? 
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East Asian hate crime 
Question No: 2020/1601 
Murad Qureshi 

What are the figures for hate crime aimed at East Asians in London, before and during the 
current pandemic? 

Supporting health and social care through coronavirus 
Question No: 2020/1603 
Onkar Sahota 

How has the GLA family supported health and social care services to prepare, react, and 
recover from the coronavirus pandemic? 

Adapting the Health Inequalities Strategy for new times 
Question No: 2020/1604 
Onkar Sahota 

What changes are you making to your health inequalities programmes to address the 
impact of the coronavirus pandemic? 

Exercise Cygnus care home impact 
Question No: 2020/1605 
Onkar Sahota 

Do you know what impact on care homes in London was evident from Exercise Cygnus? 

Personal protective equipment stress tests 
Question No: 2020/1606 
Onkar Sahota 

What efforts to test assumptions about the supply of PPE was made in the drawing up of 
London’s pandemic resilience strategy? 

Employment rights hub coronavirus advice 
Question No: 2020/1607 
Onkar Sahota 

Will your Employment Rights Hub advise workers to follow their section 44 rights under the 
Employment Rights Act and refuse to remain in an unsafe workplace, in the event of it not 
meeting covid-secure guidance to be published by the Government imminently? 
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TfL Income (1) 
Question No: 2020/1608 
Navin Shah 

What estimates have TfL made regarding the loss of income due to the suspension of a) the 
congestion charge b) the ULEZ and c) the LEZ? 

TfL Income (2) 
Question No: 2020/1609 
Navin Shah 

You have given all small and medium enterprises on TfL property 100 per cent relief from 
their rent for three months. What is the cost to TfL of this relief? 

TfL Income (3) 
Question No: 2020/1610 
Navin Shah 

On 16th March 2020, TfL’s forecast, based on government scenarios, suggests there could 
be a reduction in passenger income of up to £500m. Please provide a breakdown of this 
£500m by mode? 

TfL Income (4) 
Question No: 2020/1611 
Navin Shah 

You have said you will be looking to the Government to provide appropriate financial 
support to ensure that the core transport network continues to operate safely and reliably 
to the benefit of the UK’s entire economy. What level of financial support are you 
requesting and what financial support has been provided? 

Temporary Hammersmith Bridge 
Question No: 2020/1612 
Navin Shah 

The consultation on the temporary bridge ends on 5th April. TfL will then need to update 
their plans as a result, submit a planning application to Hammersmith & Fulham and 
Richmond Councils; and then take approximately six to seven months to install the bridge. 
This leaves an opening date of Winter 2020/21. What effect, if any, have the Coronavirus 
Pandemic had on this timeline? 
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