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1. Summary  

 

1.1 The Assembly is asked to consider the motions set out which have been submitted by Assembly 

Members. 

 

 

2. Recommendation  
 

2.1 That the Assembly considers the motions submitted by Assembly Members as set out 

below. 

 

 

3. Issues for Consideration  

 
3.1 The following motion has been proposed in the name of Léonie Cooper AM and will be  

seconded by Tom Copley AM: 

 

“This Assembly celebrates London’s rich diversity and its long tradition of welcoming new 

communities. London’s diversity is one of its greatest assets. Our capital is home to a 

million EU citizens and one in three Londoners are born outside of the UK. This benefits 

our economy, enriches our culture and supports our public services. 

  

This Assembly welcomes the initiatives implemented by the Mayor of London to ensure 

that London remains a welcoming city, particularly during the ongoing uncertainty 

surrounding Brexit and beyond.” 

 

3.2 The following motion has been proposed in the name of Jennette Arnold OBE AM and will be  

seconded by Navin Shah AM: 

  

“This Assembly notes that October marks Black History Month, the annual 

commemoration of the contributions, history and achievements of black people in the UK.  

  

From the first black Briton prose writer, Ignatius Sancho, published in 1766, to Lilian 

Bader, the very first black women to join the British Armed Forces, and the many women 



        

and men who emigrated from the Caribbean to the UK to help address labour shortages 

after World War II.  

  

This Assembly recognises the story of black Britain is the story of Britain itself. London 

has a long-cherished relationship of being a destination for new arrivals in Britain, making 

it the special place it is today.  

  

Yet there has been a substantial increase in racist and religious hate crimes targeting 

those of black and minority ethnic heritage.  

  

The Assembly celebrates the contributions that people from black and minority ethnic 

communities make and condemns the disgraceful harassment that still occurs in London.” 

 

3.3 The following motion has been proposed in the name of Caroline Pidgeon MBE AM and will be 

seconded by Tom Copley AM: 

  

“The London Assembly notes the clearly documented effectiveness of the drug PrEP in 

significantly reducing the risk for people getting HIV. The Assembly notes that it is 

available on the NHS in England only as part of a trial, as opposed to being routinely 

available. The Assembly also notes that there are cases of gay and bisexual men in London 

being diagnosed with HIV while waiting to access the PrEP trial, cases that could have 

been prevented if the drug had been routinely available. The Assembly notes the high 

human cost of new infections and the significant financial cost to the NHS of providing 

lifetime treatment.  

  

The Assembly welcomes the steps taken by NHS England to expand the number of trial 

places, but believes that everything should be done to ensure a national programme for 

PrEP is established and is an integral part of the UK’s sexual health services. The 

Assembly believes that stopping new infections should be the priority.  

  

The Assembly commends the work of the Terrence Higgins Trust, the National AIDs Trust 

and PrEPster in highlighting the importance of the availability of PrEP and supports their 

call for routine commissioning to be introduced from April 2020 and for PrEP to be a 

cornerstone for reaching the 2030 target of no new transmissions of HIV in the UK. The 

Assembly notes the importance of ensuring a smooth transition from the trial to routine 

commissioning so that nobody on the trial finds themselves without access to PrEP when 

the trial ends.   The Assembly also notes the Mayor’s backing of a swift roll-out of PReP 

across the capital as set out in the London Health Inequalities Strategy, published in 

September 2018. 

   

The Assembly calls upon the Chair of the Assembly and the Mayor of London to write 

jointly to the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care requesting that routine 

commissioning is introduced in London and across England from April 2020.” 

  

  



        

3.4 The following motion has been proposed in the name of Léonie Cooper AM and will be seconded 

by Joanne McCartney AM: 

 

“This Assembly supports extending voting rights to all those with residency rights in the 

UK and to lower the voting age to 16. Currently, British, Irish and Commonwealth citizens 

are allowed to vote in general elections whereas other citizens, including EU citizens, are 

only allowed to vote in local elections. Each referendum has different rules on who can 

vote in it and in June 2016, EU citizens living in the UK were excluded from voting. This 

Assembly is concerned that in any potential future vote on EU membership, a million 

Londoners may not have a voice. 

  

This Assembly calls on the Mayor to write to the Minister for the Constitution, Chloe 

Smith MP, and to urge her to consider extending the franchise so that Londoners with 

residency rights, aged over 16, can vote in any future vote on EU membership.” 

 

3.5 The following motion has been proposed in the name of Léonie Cooper AM and will be seconded 

by Tom Copley AM: 

 

“This Assembly believes that, in the context of the climate emergency, companies and 

public bodies must take all possible action to transition away from high-carbon industries. 

  

This Assembly also notes and welcomes the Mayor’s actions to divest the London Pension 

Fund Authority from fossil fuel industries, which have reduced the LPFA’s equivalent 

holdings to £22.8m or 0.4% of its assets under management (AUM) and increased the 

‘green’ investments to £134.8m or 2.25% of AUM. 

  

This Assembly calls on the Mayor to: 

 

1.   Assess all potential partner organisations against their commitments to cut carbon 

emissions from their activities, including whether they directly produce renewable, 

zero-carbon energy and the percentage of their research and development budgets 

invested in developing zero-carbon alternatives. 

2.   Celebrate and prioritise for partnerships companies who are taking their climate 

responsibilities seriously and are heavily committed to reducing their climate 

impact. 

3.   Avoid working with companies that seek to “greenwash” their reputations with 

small, limited activities while still devoting most of their resources and/or profits 

to high-carbon activities.” 

 

  



        

3.6 The following motion has been proposed in the name of Susan Hall AM and will be seconded by 

Tony Devenish AM: 

 

“This Assembly notes the Mayor’s indifferent response to the Extinction Rebellion 

protests which caused chaos across the city during October – preventing people from 

going about their business and diverting the police from their vital task of keeping 

London safe. In addition, we place on record our thanks to the police for their diligent 

efforts in trying to maintain order in challenging circumstances. 

  

This Assembly, therefore, calls on the Mayor to both condemn these most recent protests, 

and to also make clear that any future associated protests, which result in such large-

scale chaos and disruption, will be neither tolerated nor welcomed.” 

 

3.7 The following motion has been proposed in the name of Steve O’Connell AM and will be seconded 

by Léonie Cooper AM: 

 

“This Assembly notes the campaign of Battersea Dogs & Cats Home for tougher sentences 

for animal cruelty, which has received significant support. This Assembly, therefore, 

welcomes that the Animal Welfare (Sentencing) Bill was reintroduced in the Queen’s 

Speech and will be carried into the new Parliamentary session. 

  

With the current maximum sentence for animal cruelty standing at just six months 

imprisonment, which is the lowest custodial sentence for animal cruelty across the whole 

of Europe, this Assembly urges the Government to put forward the Bill again as soon as 

possible.” 

 

3.8 The following motion has been proposed in the name of Jennette Arnold OBE AM and will be 

seconded by Steve O’Connell AM: 

 

“The Assembly is concerned about the numbers of Londoners who feel lonely. Right now, 

more than half of Londoners feel lonely sometimes and nearly one in 10 feel lonely a lot 

of the time. 

 

Tackling loneliness is important as it is linked to poorer physical and mental health, as 

well as with cognitive decline and an increased risk of Alzheimer’s. People who are lonely 

are more likely to be readmitted to hospital, more likely to visit a GP or Accident & 

Emergency and more likely to enter local authority funded residential care. The 

healthcare cost of treating loneliness is £6,000 per person over 10 years. 

 

In addition, there is also a stigma with loneliness itself. Research shows that 30 per cent 

of British people said they would be embarrassed to say they felt lonely with, 44 per cent 

of people saying it is making it more difficult for people them to seek support. With 

increasing numbers of people reporting that they feel lonely every year, there is still a 

long way to go in terms of awareness of loneliness and tackling its impacts, both on 

individuals and society at large. 

 



        

The Assembly calls upon the Mayor to design and deliver an awareness campaign to tackle 

the stigma associated with experiencing loneliness and provide individuals, businesses 

and local authorities with the tools to tackle loneliness 

 

In addition, the Assembly calls on the Government and the Mayor to introduce a 

Loneliness Test that assesses the impact of policy and decisions on loneliness in London” 

 

 

4. Legal Implications 

 

4.1 The Assembly has the power to do what is recommended in this report.  

 

 

5. Financial Implications 

 

5.1 There are no direct finance implications arising from this report. 
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