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1. Summary  
 
1.1 The Committee will discuss the Heathrow expansion plans especially in relation to air pollution, 

aviation noise and carbon emissions.  

 

1.2 The Committee will hear from Heathrow representatives as well as other stakeholders. Following this 

meeting, the Committee will respond to the consultation on Heathrow’s expansion plans. 

 
 
2. Recommendations  
 

2.1 That the Committee notes the report as background to putting questions to invited 

guests on Heathrow expansion plans and notes the subsequent discussion.  

 

2.2 That the Committee delegates authority to the Chair, in consultation with party Group 

Lead Members, to agree any output arising from the discussion.  

 

 

3. Background   
 
3.1 Heathrow Airport released its expansion plans on 18 June 2019, opening up a consultation period 

on the plans. The Committee will build on its previous work on Heathrow and previous consultations 

on aviation such as the responses to the Draft Aviation National Policy Statement and the 

Department for Transport’s green paper on the Aviation 2050 Strategy. This meeting aims to explore 

Heathrow’s expansion plans on three areas: air pollution, aviation noise and carbon emissions.  

 

 
4. Issues for Consideration  
 

Air pollution 

4.1 The Committee has previously raised concerns regarding the potential increase in the number of, 

and frequency of people traveling to and from Heathrow, either as passengers, or for work. The 

construction of new roads, the diversion of existing roads and other works to move services will lead 

to both temporary and permanent effects on people as they travel on the transport network.  



        

4.2 Other construction activity, including additional trips produced by construction vehicles and 

workforce travel, would also lead to disruption for travellers. Increased passenger numbers and other 

operational changes at the expanded Heathrow, such as the location of car parks, terminals and 

servicing will lead to changes in travel patterns, which could result in effects for transport network 

users. This section will aim to raise questions around the impact of expansion plans on air pollution, 

and the mitigation measures proposed by Heathrow.  

 

Aviation noise 

4.3 With the forecast increase in flights to and from an expanded Heathrow, and the creation of new 

flight paths, as many as 11 million people would be regularly exposed to over 65 decibels. This is the 

equivalent of being constantly exposed to the noise level in a busy office.   

 

4.4 The Committee conducted an investigation on aircraft noise in 2018-2019, highlighting the health 

and social impacts arising from aviation noise. This section will aim to raise questions around the 

impact of expansion plans on noise disturbance levels, and the mitigation measures proposed by 

Heathrow. 

 

Carbon emissions 

4.5 The Committee has identified its position on carbon emissions in the consultation response to the 

Aviation 2050 green paper. In light of that, and of evidence received previously on the 

environmental impact of aviation, this section will focus on the impact of expansion plans on carbon 

emission levels, and associated mitigation measures.  

 

Invited guests  

4.6 The Committee has invited expert guests to contribute to the discussion. Attendees may include: 

 Representatives from Heathrow; 

 A representative, Transport for London (TBC); 

 Cait Hewitt, Deputy Director, Aviation Environment Federation; and 

 Jenny Bates, Clean Air Campaigner, Friends of the Earth. 
 

 

5. Legal Implications 
 
5.1 The Committee has the power to do what is recommended in the report.  

 

6. Financial Implications 
 
6.1 There is no financial implication to the Greater London Authority arising from this report.  
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