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1   Apologies for Absence and Chair's Announcements (Item 1) 

 

1.1 Apologies for absence were received from Shaun Bailey AM, Steve O’Connell AM and Peter 

Whittle AM. 
 
 

2   Declarations of Interests (Item 2) 

 

2.1 The Assembly received the report of the Executive Director of Secretariat.  

 

2.2       Resolved: 

 

That the list of offices held by Assembly Members, as set out in the table at Item 3, 

be noted as disclosable pecuniary interests. 
 
 

3   Minutes (Item 3) 

 

3.1 Resolved: 

 

That the minutes of the 2 May 2019 (Plenary) meetings and 16 May 2019 (Mayor’s 

Question Time) meeting be signed by the Chair as correct records. 
 
 

4   Question and Answer Session - London Economic Action Partnership 
(LEAP) (Item 4) 

 

Part A: 

 

4.1 The Assembly put questions to: 

 Rajesh Agrawal, Deputy Mayor for Business, and London Economic Action Partnership 

(LEAP) Co-Deputy Chair, Mayor’s Office; 

 Rokhsana Fiaz OBE, Mayor of London Borough of Newham, LEAP Member, Co-Chair, 

Royal Docks Enterprise Zone Programme Board; 

 Simon Pitkeathley, LEAP Board Member, and Champion for Small Business; 

 Debbie Jackson, Interim Executive Director, Development, Enterprise and Environment, 

Greater London Authority (GLA), and LEAP Senior Responsible Owner; and 

 Daniel Bridge, Programme Director, Royal Docks. 

 

4.2 The record of the questions put by Assembly Members and the answers given is attached at 

Appendix 1. 
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4.3 During the course of the question and answer session the following commitments were made: 

 The Interim Executive Director, Development, Enterprise and Environment, GLA, 

undertook to: 

a) confirm how many businesses had been helped and jobs created by the Growing 

Places Fund; 

b) provide the LEAP’s plans on supporting the Government’s commitment to the 

Thames Estuary, including the priorities and actions for the future; 

c) provide details of work being undertaken on the LEAP website, and how the 

changes would improve the usability of the website and improve clarity regarding 

LEAP’s outputs; 

d) provide details of the target for the Construction Academy to get more Londoners 

into construction apprenticeships; 

e) provide details of any conversations with the Government about more funding for 

London to hit the target of 66,000 homes built a year; 

f) provide details of funding provided to Film London from the Growing Places Fund;  

g) details of all live projects being funded by the LEAP; and  

 The Deputy Mayor for Business undertook to provide the details of the work already 

being done by the LEAP to support and train women returning to work. 

 

Part B: 

 

4.4 The Chair formally moved the motion in the agenda, namely: 

 

“That the Assembly notes the answers to the questions asked.” 

 

4.5 Resolved: 

 

 The answers to the questions asked be noted. 
 
 

5   Petitions (Item 5) 

 
5.1 The Assembly received the report of the Executive Director of Secretariat. 
 
5.2 Unmesh Desai AM presented a petition with the following prayer: 
  

“We respectfully ask [Commissioner Cressida Rose Dick and Detective Chief Superintendent 
Sue Williams] for more police on our streets and in our communities. We are desperate for 
more police. 999 and 101 calls don’t work because there is no one to answer them. Very 
frequently when we call for help there is no one available. How long can this state of affairs 
continue? How can you expect us to feel safe?” 
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5.3 Resolved: 
 

That the petition be forwarded to the Mayor in his capacity as office holder of the 
Mayor’s Office for Policing and Crime. 

 
5.4 Keith Prince AM presented a petition with the following prayer: 
 
 “We, the undersigned, call for more police in Havering.” 
  
5.5 Resolved: 
 

That the petition be forwarded to the Mayor in his capacity as office holder of the 
Mayor’s Office for Policing and Crime. 

 
 

6   Petitions Update (Item 6) 

 
6.1  The Assembly received the report of the Executive Director of the Secretariat.  
 
6.2  Resolved:  
 

That the responses received to petitions presented at recent Assembly (Plenary) 
meetings be noted. 

 
 

7   Motions (Item 7) 

 
7.1 Léonie Cooper AM moved, and Andrew Dismore AM seconded, the following motion: 
  

“This Assembly notes the increasingly urgent need to secure London’s water supply. 
With an estimated population growth of two million, urgent warnings from the 
Environment Agency that England could face severe water shortages within 25 years 
due to climate change and the increasing likelihood of droughts in the immediate 
future, the need for a sustainable solution is paramount. 
  
Londoners consume on average 149 litres of water per person per day, around 5 per 
cent above the national average, and we recognise calls from Waterwise, echoed by 
the Environment Agency, for a target of 100 litres per person per day.  
  
We note the Mayor’s role in securing London’s resilience against climate change 
risks, and therefore call on him to lobby Thames Water and Affinity Water for a rapid 
and scaled-up smart meter and water-efficient device rollout across London; 
accompanied by an awareness raising campaign informing Londoners about the need 
to, as well as how to, reduce their water usage. 
  
This Assembly notes that both Thames Water and Affinity Water have been working 
together to meet the challenge of maintaining London’s supply. However, 
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demanding leakage targets must be met, and we call on both companies to meet and 
exceed OFWATs targets to cut leaks by 15 per cent 2020/25.  
 
Even with leak reduction and water efficiency improvements, a further solution to 
London’s water needs is required. This Assembly understands that a range of options 
have been considered to address the need for a long term, sustainable solution, but 
that many have unacceptable environmental consequences: 

i) Teddington Direct River Abstraction has been rejected by the Environment 
Agency, as the returned water is too warm and therefore ecologically 
damaging; 

ii) Deephams Re-use has also been rejected, due to its adverse ecological 
impacts; 

iii) Direct Transfer from the Severn to the Thames risks the transfer of Invasive 
Species to the upper Thames chalk streams and is therefore unacceptable; and 

iv) Oxford Canal Transfer will not provide sufficient quantity, reliability and also 
may have environmental impacts. 

  
This Assembly calls on Thames Water and Affinity Water to continue to develop 
potential Canal Transfer schemes, but notes that such schemes may not provide 
sufficient water in light of the changing climate. This Assembly further notes that 
the only scheme that will provide a reliable, sufficient and sustainable source of 
water is the Abingdon Reservoir. 
  
This Assembly calls upon OfWat and the Environment Agency to grant permission 
and Thames and Affinity Water to construct the Abingdon Reservoir as soon as is 
practicable, with completion no later than 2037, to ensure that Londoners continue 
to have a sufficient supply of wholesome water, and ecological impacts on the 
Thames, Lee and the chalk streams that feed them are minimised.” 

 
7.2 In accordance with Standing Order 6.6E(1), a named vote was taken on the above motion. 
 
7.3 The votes in relation to the motion in the name of Léonie Cooper AM were cast as follows: 
 
 For the motion: Gareth Bacon AM, Andrew Boff AM, Léonie Cooper, Tom Copley AM, Unmesh 

Desai AM, Len Duvall AM, Andrew Dismore AM, Florence Eshalomi AM, Susan Hall AM, David 
Kurten AM, Joanne McCartney AM, Keith Prince AM, Dr Onkar Sahota AM, Navin Shah AM, 
Tony Arbour AM (Deputy Chairman) and Jennette Arnold OBE AM (Chair).  

 
 Against the motion: Caroline Pidgeon AM. 
 
 Abstained from the vote: Sian Berry AM, Caroline Russell AM.  
 
7.4 With 16 votes being cast in favour, one vote being cast against and two Members abstaining 

from the vote, the motion was agreed. 
 
7.5 Susan Hall AM moved, and Keith Prince AM seconded, the following altered motion: 
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“This Assembly condemns the action taken against PC Edwin Sutton by the IOPC. PC 
Sutton in the course of his duties, knocked a suspected moped mugger to the 
ground, and subsequently faced a criminal investigation and disciplinary 
proceedings, finally being cleared after two years. Whilst no police officer is above 
the law, many investigations against officers take place despite there being a very 
low evidence threshold and a minimal chance of conviction. Furthermore, 
investigations take far too long - in some cases years - leaving the officers 
concerned in a state of limbo for protracted periods of time. The Assembly therefore 
calls on the Mayor to make representations to the IOPC to significantly reduce the 
length of investigations and to review the evidential threshold that must be met for 
an investigation to proceed.” 

 
7.6 Following debate, and upon being put to the vote, the motion was agreed unanimously. 
 
7.7 Susan Hall AM moved, and Keith Prince AM seconded, the following motion: 
 
 “This Assembly believes London should be a safe place for people of all political persuasions 

and calls on the Metropolitan Police to use the full extent of the law when a personal attack 
occurs, from milkshake-throwing to physical violence and worse.” 

7.8 In accordance with Standing Order 3.7(A), Andrew Dismore AM moved, and Len Duvall AM 
seconded the following amendments to the motion: 

  
 Replace “to use the full extent of the law” with “to enforce the law fully”; and 
 
 Replace “from milkshake-throwing to physical violence and worse” with “from aggressive 

intimidation, harassment and online abuse to milkshake throwing, physical violence and 
worse.” 

 
7.9 Susan Hall AM, as mover of the motion and in accordance with Standing Order 3.6, accepted 

the amendment to the motion. 
 
7.10 Upon being put to the vote, the motion in the name of Susan Hall AM, as altered, namely: 
 
 “This Assembly believes London should be a safe place for people of all political persuasions 

and calls on the Metropolitan Police to use the full extent of the law to enforce the law fully 
when a personal attack occurs, from aggressive intimidation, harassment and online abuse to 
milkshake throwing, physical violence and worse.” 

 
was agreed unanimously. 

 
7.11 Andrew Dismore AM moved, and Navin Shah AM seconded, the following motion: 
 
 “This Assembly notes the massive benefits of both the hopper fare and freedom 

pass, which extend affordable public transport to millions of Londoners. 
  

We note with concern the urging of some at the “Manifesto for London” event, 
where according to UK Business Insider, delegates proposed scrapping the hopper 
fare, and raising the freedom pass eligibility age up to 75. 
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Such a move would be punitive to older, poorer and less mobile Londoners. The 
impact would likely be to reduce bus usage, increase car usage, increase loneliness 
among older people and reduce economic opportunities for working Londoners. 

  
The Assembly resolves to write to the Mayor of London to commend him for his 
continued stance and support for retaining the freedom pass and hopper fare.” 

 
7.12 During the course of the debate on this motion, and under Standing Order 4.4(D), Gareth 

Bacon AM raised a point of order in relation to comments made during the debate, to provide 
clarity regarding what had taken place during the Manifesto for London event. 

 
7.13 Following debate, and upon being put to the vote, the motion was agreed unanimously. 
 
7.14 Len Duvall AM moved, and Jennette Arnold OBE AM seconded, the following motion: 
 
 “Today marks the 75th anniversary of D-Day, when allied forces embarked on a 

campaign that would lead to and the end of the Second World War in Europe and the 
defeat of fascism and totalitarianism.    

 
In line with the Assembly’s commitment under the Armed Forces covenant to 
recognise and remember the sacrifices made by the Armed Forces Community, 
particularly those whose lives were lost or were injured, this Assembly puts on 
record its thanks to all those service and civilian personnel who the secured relative 
peace Europe has seen for over 75 years.“ 

 
7.15 Following debate and upon being put to the vote the motion was agreed unanimously. 
 
7.16 Dr Onkar Sahota AM moved, and Unmesh Desai AM seconded, the following motion: 
 
 “The Assembly notes the events that took place on 24th April 1979 in Southall when 

the people of the town came together to resist a provocative meeting of the 
National Front in Southall Town Hall. This year marks the 40th anniversary of the 
unlawful death of Blair Peach during the events that unfolded on that tragic day.  

 
The Cass report, released in 2010, found that fourteen witnesses saw a police officer 
strike Blair Peach. The report concluded that there is no evidence to show Mr Peach 
received the injury that caused his death in any other way.[1] The report that was 
published in 2010 contained redactions and, until an unredacted version is made 
available, questions surrounding the death of Mr Peach will remain unresolved.   

  
We recognise the significant progress made by the Metropolitan Police Service in the 
past forty years. The establishment of the Independent Office for Police Conduct 
provides independent investigation of complaints against police officers, the MPS 
workforce is far more representative of the city it serves, and body-worn video has 
increased accountability and transparency over the actions of officers as they carry 
out vital work to keep our city safe.  

  
However, we also recognise that the MPS, MOPAC and public institutions still have 
more to do to improve the confidence of all the diverse communities they serve. In 

file:///J:/Assembly-Plenary/Meetings/Meeting%20arrangements/Briefings&amp;Procedure%20Notes/2019/2019-06-06%20-%20LEAP/Plenary%20-%20Procedure%20Note%206%20June%202019.docx#_ftn1
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divisive times, and with increasing levels of hate crime, it is vital that all public 
institutions set a high standard for equality and tolerance. The realities of what 
happened forty years ago still cast a real shadow over our communities.  

  
We therefore call upon the Mayor and the Chair of the London Assembly to write to 
the Home Secretary to set up a public inquiry to hold to account those responsible 
for the unlawful death of Blair Peach. We further call on MOPAC to publish an 
unredacted version of the Cass Report.” 

 
7.17 Following debate, and upon being put to the vote, the motion was agreed unanimously. 
 
7.18 Navin Shah AM moved, and Unmesh Desai AM seconded, the following motion: 
 
 “This Assembly takes pride in its record of taking a strong and unequivocal stance 

against all forms of racism and injustice. Support of the IHRA definition of anti-
Semitism is at the heart of such basic human values and so is support for the All 
Party Parliamentary Group on British Muslims’ working definition of Islamophobia. 
We are united in combating the evil of racism in whatever shape or form it raises its 
ugly head. This Assembly welcomes the decision taken by a number of Local 
Authorities and the Mayor of London to adopt the APPG’s working definition of 
Islamophobia.   

 
We recognise the limitations of the current working definition and welcome a 
continued debate to arrive at a form of words that will provide a common 
understanding of Islamophobia. However, we strongly support the principle of the 
definition that Islamophobia is a form of racism and that it must be challenged. We 
call on the Mayor to continue contributing to the ongoing debate so that a 
consensus on a common, practicable, definition can be reached.  

  
The noticeable rise of Islamophobia in our communities demands a strong response. 
This Assembly’s adoption of the definition sends a message that intolerance and 
hatred towards Muslims is wholly unacceptable in London, a city defined by its 
openness, diversity and respect for all.” 

 
7.19 Following debate and upon being put to the vote the motion was agreed unanimously. 
 
7.20 Len Duvall AM moved, Joanne McCartney AM seconded, the following motion: 
 
 “This Assembly values the role of teachers, but also teaching assistants and support 

staff across London’s schools, who are often overlooked. A good education improves 
children’s life chances and contributes to London’s economy, increasing skillsets and 
innovation. Teaching assistants and support staff play a vital role in supporting 
London’s most vulnerable children, including those with special educational needs 
and disabilities (SEND). They are also some of the lowest paid workers in the 
education sector. 

 
Therefore, this Assembly expresses its concern about the impact of cuts to teaching 
assistants and support staff, with particular reference to those that have recently 
taken place at Halley Academy School in the borough of Greenwich. Cuts to these 
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roles prevent vulnerable children from receiving the support that they are entitled 
to, restrict opportunities for Londoners and go against the Mayor’s ambition to 
create a fairer and more equal city. 

 
This Assembly calls on the Mayor to add his voice and support to all teaching staff in 
London. The Assembly also requests the Education Panel to consider an 
investigation into the value and contribution of teaching support staff in London, 
particularly children with SEND, taking evidence from employers, workers 
representatives and Ofsted, as a matter of urgency.” 
 

7.21 Following debate and upon being put to the vote the motion was agreed unanimously. 
 
 

8   Mayoral Commitments (Item 8) 

 
8.1  The Assembly received the report of the Executive Director of the Secretariat. 
 
8.2  Resolved:  
 

That the commitments made by the Mayor of London during the London Assembly 
(Mayor’s Question Time) meetings between May 2016 and May 2019 be noted. 

 
 

9   Delegation to Chairs of Committees (Item 9) 

 
9.1 Resolved:  
 

That authority be delegated authority to Chairs of ordinary committees, sub-
committees and working groups to agree, in consultation with relevant party Lead 
Group Members and Deputy Chairs:  

a)  The detailed terms of reference for any investigation to be undertaken by the 

relevant committee, sub-committee or working group within its work 

programme as agreed by the GLA Oversight Committee, and any related 

project plans and arrangements for related site visits or informal meetings; 

and 

b)  The topic and scope for any additional projects to be added to its work 

programme, where it is not practicable to secure prior approval from the GLA 

Oversight Committee and subject also to subsequent ratification by the GLA 

Oversight Committee. 
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10   Future Meetings of the London Assembly (Item 10) 

 
10.1  Resolved:  
 

That the London Assembly Plenary meeting on 4 July 2019 be used as a question 
and answer session with the Chair and interim Chief Executive of the Old Oak and 
Park Royal Development Corporation meetings. 

 
 

11   Date of Next Meeting (Item 11) 

 
11.1 The next scheduled meeting of the London Assembly was the Mayor’s Question Time meeting 

which will take place at 10.00am on Thursday, 20 June 2014 in the Chamber, City Hall. 
 
 

12   Any Other Business the Chair Considers Urgent (Item 12) 

 
12.1 There were no items of urgent business. 
 
 

13   Close of Meeting  

 
13.1 The meeting ended at 1.40pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    

Chair  Date 
 
Contact Officer: Clare Bryant, Committee Officer; Telephone: 020 7983 4616;  

Email: clare.bryant@london.gov.uk; Minicom: 020 7983 4458 


