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1. Summary  

 

1.1 This report provides information on the Sub-Committee’s consideration of the Greater London 

Authority’s (GLA) bid submission to the national Housing Infrastructure Fund.  
 
 

2. Recommendation 

 

2.1 That the Sub-Committee notes the report as background to putting questions to invited 

guests on the bids submitted to the national Housing Infrastructure Fund and notes the 

discussion.  
 
 

3. Background   
 

3.1 The Housing Infrastructure Fund is a £5 billion Government capital grant programme that will 

“deliver new physical infrastructure”, “make more land available for housing”, and “support 

ambitious local authorities”.1 2 The Fund is divided into two streams: the £0.9bn Marginal Viability 

Fund (MVF) and the £4.1bn Forward Fund (FF).  

 

3.2 In September 2018, the GLA submitted two business cases to the Forward Fund, bidding for a total 

£550m. The two cases are for the Old Oak and Park Royal Development Corporation’s (OPDC) Old 

Oak regeneration scheme, and the Docklands Light Railway Accelerated Growth programme. A 

further five business cases are to be submitted in December 2018.   

 

3.3 The FF, only aimed at the highest tier authorities, is for strategic high-impact infrastructure schemes. 

The Fund represents “the first amount of funding”, to give the market confidence to provide further 

investment and make “land available for development and future homes”.3 FF bids are capped at 

£250m, but in exceptional circumstances, the limit can be moved. Any awarded FF funding must be 

committed by March 2023.  
 

                                                 
1 DCLG, An Introduction to the Housing Infrastructure Fund, July 2017 
2 Press release, “£866 million investment to help unlock potential 200,000 new homes”, MCHLG 
3 DCLG, An Introduction to the Housing Infrastructure Fund, July 2017 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/625528/DCLG_Introduction_to_Housing_Infrastructure_WEB.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/866-million-investment-to-help-unlock-potential-200000-new-homes
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/625528/DCLG_Introduction_to_Housing_Infrastructure_WEB.pdf


        

3.4 The GLA’s proposed schemes will “deliver a range of physical infrastructure to unlock a strategic 

pipeline in London’s opportunity areas and strategic transport corridors”. The schemes could also 

support the delivery of “28,000 homes”, 35–50% of which will be affordable.4  
 

3.5 Earlier this year, the OPDC intimated that funding from the Housing Infrastructure Fund “is going to 

be crucially important” to their plans for regenerating the 134-hectare Old Oak area.5 While the 

OPDC may also have had discussion with Homes England and the GLA about funding the 

regeneration, it is clear the this bid is key to their plans.6 For Transport for London, this funding will 

allow the purchase of 14 DLR trains, improvements to and increased capacity of the Beckton and 

Poplar depots, and a new DLR station at Thames Wharf. These projects appear to be outside their 

current business plan.7 The GLA plan to transfer the risk of cost overruns and failure to TfL; however, 

in the case of the OPDC, those risks will sit with the GLA.   

 

3.6 The MVF is available to all single and lower tier authorities, primarily to unblock sites quickly by 

securing “the final, more missing, piece of infrastructure funding”.8 Bids to the MVF are capped at 

£10m. The successful bids were announced in February 2018. Nine London authorities were awarded 

a total of £110.7m. The GLA is responsible for administering the MVF awards to the London 

boroughs.  

 

 

4. Issues for Consideration  
 

4.1 The following guests have been invited to attend the meeting: 

 Judith Carlson – Senior Area Manager North West, Housing and Land; 

 David Gallie – Assistant Director, Group Finance;  

 Lucinda Turner – Director of Spatial Planning, TfL; 

 Michael Mulhern – Chief Executive Officer, OPDC; and 

 Doug Wilson – Chief Operating Officer, OPDC. 

 

 

5. Legal Implications 
 

5.1 The Sub-Committee has the power to do what is recommended in this report. 

 
 
6. Financial Implications 
 

6.1 There are no direct financial implications of this report. 

 

 

 

                                                 
4 MD 2355, Housing Infrastructure Fund Forward Funding business case submission, 10 September 2018 
5 London Assembly Plenary Session – OPDC, 5 July 2018 
6 London Assembly Plenary Session – OPDC, 5 July 2018 
7 TfL Business Plan 2018/19 to 2022/23 
8 Inside Housing article, “A closer look at the Housing Infrastructure Fund”, 06 April 2018 

https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/md2355_housing_infrastructure_fund_forward_funding_business_case_submission_-_part_1_-_signed.pdf
file://homedata/home$/BInyang/WORK/Budget%20&%20Performance/OCT%20BUDGET%20SUB/Minutes%20-%20Appendix%202%20-%20Draft%20Transcript%20-%20London%20Assembly%20(Plenary)%20-%20OPDC.docx
file://homedata/home$/BInyang/WORK/Budget%20&%20Performance/OCT%20BUDGET%20SUB/Minutes%20-%20Appendix%202%20-%20Draft%20Transcript%20-%20London%20Assembly%20(Plenary)%20-%20OPDC.docx
http://content.tfl.gov.uk/tfl-business-plan-december-2017-.pdf
https://www.insidehousing.co.uk/insight/insight/a-closer-look-at-the-housing-infrastructure-fund-55555
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