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Subject: Petitions 

Report to: London Assembly (Plenary)  
 

Report of:  Executive Director of Secretariat 
 

Date: 8 June 2016 

 
This report will be considered in public  
 
 
 
1.  Summary 
 

1.1 This report sets out details of petitions to be presented at this meeting by Assembly Members. 

 

 

2. Recommendation 
 

2.1 That the Assembly receives and notes the petitions listed at section 4 of this report and 

decides whether to refer the petitions, and if so where to, and seeks a response to the 

points raised. 

 

 

3. Background 
 

3.1 Standing Orders 3.20 to 3.21 make provision for the presentation of petitions by an 

Assembly Member at an ordinary meeting of the Assembly. 

 

A petition to be presented must: 

 

(a) Be addressed to the Mayor, the Assembly, a Functional Body (as the case may be); 

 

(b) Clearly indicate the name, address and contact telephone number of the person organising the 

petition, or where the petition was organised on the internet, its data controller; 

 

(c) Be presented in the form of printed sheets, each of which includes the “prayer” of the petition 

(the “prayer” is the formal request or other subject matter of the petition) or, if the petition was 

organised on the internet, clearly demonstrate that internet users who subscribed to the petition 

knew what the prayer was;  

 

(d) Include each petitioner’s name (which may be printed or be in the form of a signature, provided 

that the signature is legible) and address (sufficient that the person and their address can be 

identified) or, where the petition was organised on the internet, their names and email addresses; 

 

(e) Indicate the total number of manual or electronic signatories to the petition. 

 



        

(f) Young people aged 17 or under signing a petition may give their address as that of the school, or 

other recognised youth group or similar organisation that they attend (with details of their class 

name where appropriate), provided that the lead petitioner is a teacher at or leader of that school or 

youth group or similar organisation. 

 

(g) Indicate the total number of manual or electronic signatories to the petition; and 

 

(h) Refer to matters within the responsibilities of the Mayor, the London Assembly or the functional 

bodies, or to matters of importance to Londoners, including those who visit, live or work in Greater 

London. 

 

3.2 Notice of the intention to present a petition at an Assembly meeting and a copy of the petition must 

be given to the Executive Director of the Secretariat by no later than 12 noon six clear working days 

before that meeting. 

 

3.3 Under Standing Orders the Member presenting the petition will read out the prayer of the petition 

(but not the signatories). The Assembly will not debate the petition. If the Assembly agrees without 

debate, the petition will be forwarded to the Mayor, Functional Body, relevant committee or other 

organisation with a request for a response to the points made by the petitioner.  The response 

received will be reported to the Assembly for information and forwarded to the petition’s organiser.  

The prayer of the petition and the response received will be published in the appropriate Assembly 

Minutes. 

 

 

4. Petitions to be presented 
 

4.1 Notice of the following petitions has been received: 

 

4.2 A petition, received by Len Duvall AM, is to be presented to the London Assembly, in accordance 

with Standing Orders 3.20 to 3.21, saying: 

 

“We, the undersigned residents of Chudleigh Road, petition Transport for London to 

retain the Hail and Ride service on the 284 route between Ladywell Road and Arthurdon 

Road and to refrain from installing further fixed stops along this section of the route 

along Chudleigh Road. 

 

Parking is a major problem along this section of Chudleigh Road, even beyond the 

Controlled Parking Zone. The loss of up to four parking spaces at each bus stop is not 

justified and will only serve to increase parking problems for residents.” 

 

The petition has 68 signatories.   

 

The contact person for this petition is Robert Smith, 47 Chudleigh Road, London. 

 

 

 

 



        

4.3 A petition, received by Steve O’Connell AM, is to be presented to the London Assembly, in 

accordance with Standing Orders 3.20 to 3.21, saying: 

 

“Mr Khan, you made an explicit pledge in your recent Election Manifesto of “Making 

renting more affordable and protecting the Green Belt”. We are asking you to honour this 

pledge by supporting our campaign to save the Wellfield Grazing Green Belt in Sutton. 

  

As part of the 2031 Local Plan, the London Borough of Sutton is reviewing a proposal to 

re-define the Green Belt as a step towards developing the Wellfield Grazing land for 

residential family housing, even though there are currently around 150 brownfield sites in 

Sutton which are prime sites for housing developments instead.  

  

The Council’s proposal to de-designate the Green Belt status generated over 400 strong 

objections from local residents and over 2300 signatures so far to a petition from riders, 

parents, carers, volunteers and supporters of The Diamond Centre for Disabled Riders. 

  

This land forms London’s southernmost edge of the Green Belt, and is protected by a 

covenant which permits only grazing and fencing. Erosion of Green Belt is a permanent 

and irrevocable loss for all future generations. 

  

The Wellfield Grazing land is used on a daily basis as paddocks for the 30 horses owned 

by The Diamond Centre for Disabled Riders, a self-funded charity established over 40 

years ago and a member of the Riding for Disabled Association (RDA). The RDA President, 

Her Royal Highness, The Princess Royal, is a great supporter of RDA, and an 

enthusiastic advocate of the therapeutic benefits of horse riding for people with physical 

disability and learning difficulties. The Princess Royal, then Princess Anne opened the 

Centre in 1974 and has made several visits to Diamond since and has always taken a great 

interest in Centre. The loss of the 5 acres of Wellfield Grazing is a serious concern to 

Diamond as it would seriously reduce the number of horses that could be kept which 

obviously would have a huge impact on the riding activities for children and adults with 

disabilities. 

  

The Diamond Centre Trustees and its supporters would appreciate Mr Khan’s support 

in rejecting Sutton Council's ill-conceived proposal and uphold their agreement to allow 

the Centre to continue using this land for grazing the horses, which provide valuable 

therapeutic riding for many people with disability and learning difficulties. 

  

The loss of this grazing land would have a significant and adverse effect on the excellent 

and unique work of the Centre and would have serious irreversible impact on the local 

community and especially the disabled riders and their families who rely on the Diamond 

Centre to improve the quality of their lives.  

  

In summary, we sincerely hope Mr Khan will lend his voice to our campaign by notifying 

Sutton Council of his heartfelt objection to their proposal, and requesting its withdrawal 

as it directly contradicts his election pledge.” 

 

The petition has 2,250 signatories.   

 



        

The contact person for this petition is Steve Axon, The Diamond Centre For Disabled Riders, 

Woodmansterne Road, Carshalton SM5 4DT. 

 

 

5. Legal Implications 
 

5.1 By virtue of sections 59, 34 and 53 of the GLA Act 1999 (as amended), the Assembly has the power 

to do what is recommended in this report.  

 

5.2 Under Standing Order 3.20 the petitions presented to the Assembly, together with the pages 

containing the names and addresses of the signatories to the petition, are documents to which the 

access to information rules from sections 100A - H and Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 

1972 apply. 

 

5.3 Any applications from Members to see the names and addresses of the signatories to the petition 

will be considered by the Executive Director of the Secretariat on a case by case basis and in 

accordance with the relevant provisions of the Local Government Act 1972 and the Data Protection 

Act 1988. 

 

 

6. Financial Implications 
 

6.1 There are no financial implications directly arising from this report. 

 

 

List of appendices to this report: None. 

 

Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985  

List of Background Papers: None. 

 

Contact Officer: John Barry, Principal Committee Manager 

Telephone: 020 7983 4425 

Email: John.barry@london.gov.uk 

 


